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ROBERT M. SNEIDER
Sidney Powers Memorial Award

It is entirely fitting and appropriate
that the AAPG recognize the outstand-
ing and distinguished contributions to
petroleum geology of Robert M.
Sneider by awarding him its highest
honor, the Sidney Powers Memorial
Award. As a colleague, former business
partner, and personal friend, it is an
honor to review and chronicle such a
distinguished career. The facts speak for
themselves.

Three defining characteristics have
recurred throughout Bob’s career, each
resulting in major contributions to the
petroleum community. One is the rec-
ognition that careful calibration of rock,
fluid, log, and engineering data is a ne-
cessity in evaluating subsurface prob-
lems at both the exploration and pro-
duction levels. Second is that the best
way to accomplish this integration is
through the strength of multi-
disciplinary teams who can bring their
combined talents to bear on the prob-
lem. The third is the wonderful ability

and desire to transfer these ideas and
the accompanying strategy to the rest
of us via publications, lectures, short
courses, training classes, and symposia.
His work in these areas has touched
virtually every facet of our business.
Let’s take a brief look at some of the
more notable of these
accomplishments.

Bob is a thorough researcher who
carefully documents his findings. Most
notably, perhaps, he compiled industry
catalogues of geological, petrophysical,
and engineering properties for both res-
ervoirs and seals. He began work on
Shell’s Reservoir Rock Catalogue with
E. C. Thomas in 1968. Later, he con-
structed an industry catalogue for both
sandstone and carbonate reservoirs with
Reservoirs, Inc. Then, as a partner with
PetroTech Associates, he developed the
complimentary volume on seal and
flow barrier rock types. These have be-
come the industry yardsticks for under-
standing the characteristics of all the
rocks we typically work with in the
subsurface.

Second, Bob advocates a multidisci-
plinary approach to solving geologic
problems. He pioneered the practice of
integrating information from geology,
petrophysics, and engineering to best
understand a given situation. Using this
approach, Bob helped build two finan-
cially successful oil and gas companies
(Canadian Hunter Exploration Limited
and Greenhill Petroleum Company)
and two consulting companies (Sneider
and Meckel Associates Inc. and Robert
M. Sneider Exploration Inc.). He
guided each organization into using a
broad combination of information to
address both exploration and produc-
tion problems. He directly organized
and led the multidisciplinary teams in
these organizations that have found
several billion barrels of oil (equivalent)
through new discoveries and in estab-
lishing “hidden” reserves in existing
fields both in North America and over-

seas. Sneider and Meckel Associates
working together with Canadian
Hunter discovered the giant Elmworth
deep basin gas area of western Canada,
which helped propel Hunter to its posi-
tion as one of the largest gas producers
in western Canada. Later, as president
of Robert M. Sneider Exploration Inc.,
working in conjunction with Greenhill
and other companies, he acquired and
rejuvenated 46 economically marginal
fields in the United States, mostly in
the Permian and Gulf Coast basins. He
appreciated that these fields still had
large unrecognized reserves waiting to
be identified. His integrated multidisci-
plinary approach has added more than
600 million barrels of new reserves at
an incredible average cost of only $2.69
per barrel. At both the exploration and
production levels nothing extraordinary
was done—just the application of
sound principles by an interdisciplinary
team.

Bob is by nature an outstanding
teacher. He feels that it is his responsi-
bility to share his observations with
others. Over the years he has trained
several thousand geologists, geophysi-
cists, petrophysicists, log analysts, pe-
troleum engineers, managers, and stu-
dents around the world. Equally
impressive is the breadth of subjects
taught: exploration and development of
sandstone and carbonate reservoirs; ap-
plication of petrophysics in the finding
of new reserves in dry holes or in older,
now marginal, fields; the value of inte-
grating concepts and methods from ge-
ology, geophysics, petrophysics, and
reservoir engineering; and methods of
organizing and managing multidisci-
plinary teams. He has taught more than
20 courses on these subjects, each one
many times. Those who have attended
can testify to his dynamic, focused, and
practical way of communicating. In ad-
dition he has published more than 55
papers in various domestic and interna-
tional journals and books.
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I think one of his more recent en-
deavors summarizes his philosophy
well. Last year he and son John pre-
sented a paper entitled “New Oil in
Old Places” at the Pratt II Conference
in San Diego. This paper first lays out
the necessary steps and technology re-
quired to find large volumes of low-risk
reserves in old fields. It then shows
many successful case histories he was
involved in to show how it can actually
be done. Again, that successful blend of
“what you need to know” with “here’s
how you actually do it” . . . a recipe for
success.

These accomplishments didn’t come
instantly, but were the product of hard
work, a series of smaller successful
steps, and the association with a num-
ber of very capable mentors and col-
leagues who have significantly helped
to shape the person we are honoring.
Bob was born and grew up in Asbury
Park, New Jersey, the son of Rose and
William Sneider. As an undergraduate
at Rutgers University, pointed toward a
career in metallurgical engineering, Bob
crossed paths with two geologists who
had a major influence in his eventual
shift to geology. One was John Prucha,
his mineralogical instructor, and the
other was Benjamin Leonard, a U.S.
Geological Survey geologist who Bob
worked with on summer projects in
upstate New York. They were in fact
his first mentors and inspired in him a
genuine excitement for geology. Fol-
lowing undergraduate studies, he was
called to active duty in Korea and
served as a frontline combat engineer-
ing officer. It is remarkable that while
in the Army he found time to complete
two graduate-level correspondence
courses in economic geology from Penn
State University; obviously the geology
bug had bitten. After discharge from
the Army, he entered graduate school
at the University of Wisconsin. Then
another very significant change oc-
curred; in 1953 he met Ramona Meyer,
and they were married three years later.

Those of us close to Bob recognize
that Ramona, his wife of 45 years, has
been a firm support to his remarkable
career. Ramona’s continuous encour-

agement of Bob’s work has been a very
important and essential element in this
success story. The Sneiders’ three chil-
dren—Linda, Timothy, and John—have
been or are currently involved in the oil
business, an element of pride in the
family. Linda retired from the family
business to rear her two children. Tim-
othy works for an international service
company (MI) specializing in the de-
sign and implementation of drilling
mud equipment for land and offshore
drilling rigs. John is president of Snei-
der Exploration, Inc., an international
exploration and property acquisition
company and co-teaches industry
courses with his father. Most of us who
interface with Bob primarily on techni-
cal and business levels might be sur-
prised to know that in addition to lik-
ing classical and traditional big band
music, he very commonly chooses to
listen to country western. And that he
is an accomplished social dancer.

Bob’s doctoral dissertation dealt
with an igneous ultramafic complex in
southeastern New York, not exactly the
typical subject one would associate
with a renowned petroleum geologist.
This did not discourage Gus Archie, a
research manager at Shell Development
Company, who was to become the per-
son who most influenced the direction
of Bob’s career. Gus recruited Bob at
the University of Wisconsin for Shell,
and Bob joined Shell because of Gus.
Gus was a teacher and a mentor, shap-
ing Bob’s career and the way he would
come to think about subsurface prob-
lems. He challenged Bob to use the
newly emerging depositional models
from Shell’s research programs to eval-
uate where and how to conduct sup-
plemental recovery projects. One of his
first assignments was the huge Elk City
field in the Anadarko basin. Using these
new tools, Bob argued for a pilot pro-
gram, based on geology, that was sig-
nificantly different from that proposed
by the engineers. That approach is no
surprise to us now, but certainly was a
significant departure from conventional
wisdom at that time. The resulting ex-
periment by the manager in Oklahoma
City (let’s use both locations and see

which in fact works best) clearly
proved Bob’s location based on sound
geology to be the best. Imagine the
positive reinforcement this would have
on a young geologist.

During the next 15 years, Bob took
on a wide variety of assignments for
Shell Oil and Shell Development that
took him to Houston, Odessa, Snyder,
Abilene, Midland, Oklahoma City,
New Orleans, Bakersfield, and Los An-
geles. Each was different; each was a
new challenge; each provided new in-
sight into the subsurface. Together they
gave Bob a comprehensive subsurface
background: knowledge of various rock
types, pressure regimes, and familiarity
with well-performance histories of vari-
ous reservoir types, a direct legacy from
Gus Archie. He also recognized the
need and value of the interdisciplinary
team approach. By 1971, now as super-
visor of Shell’s Production Geology Re-
search Group, he was in a position to
act and direct, not just recommend. He
would redirect various disciplines to
solve new problems, cuffing across both
traditional E & P disciplinary bound-
aries, an accomplishment of which he
is justifiably proud. This is known to-
day as the “multidisciplinary team” ap-
proach; back then it was just called
common sense. This would, in part, re-
shape how Shell conducted its business
and would be transplanted later into
many other companies that Bob be-
came associated with as a consultant,
He had become, preeminently, the
complete subsurface geologist.

Now it was the time to apply the
new-found technical and managerial
skills in a different context. In 1974 he
and a longtime colleague from Shell
Exploration, Larry Meckel, formed a
small consulting firm, Sneider and
Meckel Associates, Inc. They assembled
that multidisciplinary team: geologists,
a geophysicist, a log analyst, a reservoir
engineer, and of course, a landman.
Those next seven years were filled with
exciting and challenging new projects,
some of which resulted in the discovery
of more than a dozen new fields, in-
cluding the previously mentioned Elm-
worth, and significant redevelopment
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opportunities in older Anadarko basin
fields.

In 1981 Bob formed Robert M.
Sneider Exploration, Inc., a move that
took him to new international areas
and back to his roots, the detailed eval-
uation of old fields for new potential.
The new company helped acquire mar-
ginal producing properties and signifi-
cantly increased production through
better reservoir recovery methods and
application of sound geology and the
calibration of well logs to rock types.
He was also a partner and co-founder,
with two retired Exxon colleagues, of
Richardson, Sangree, and Sneider, a
geoscience and engineering consulting
group. He also became a partner and
co-founder of PetroTech Associates,
specializing in the characterization of
rock properties of both reservoir and
seal rocks. He was not one to shy away
from forming a new group to accom-
plish specific tasks requiring a combina-
tion of unique talents essential to the
petroleum industry.

He is currently involved in explora-
tion programs with his son John,
mainly overseas in Europe, Asia, and
South America, and is part of a U.S.
property acquisition program.

Bob has devoted a generous portion
of his time and talent to support a
number of professional societies, both
as volunteer and in appointed positions.
He is a member of the AAPG, Society
of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), Society
of Professional Well Log Analysts
(SPWLA), Society of Exploration Geo-
physicists (SEG), SEPM, Houston Geo-
logical Society (HGS), the New York
Academy of Sciences, and the National
Academy of Engineering.

For the AAPG, Bob has been a
Foundation Trustee Associate, has
served on the Continuing Education
Committee, and has chaired the Devel-
opment Geology Committee. He was a
Distinguished Lecturer for the AAPG
in 1988, for the AAPG–Petroleum So-
ciety of Australia in 1992, for the
AAPG Middle East in 1996, and was
the Esso Distinguished Lecturer for
Australia in 1997. On behalf of the
AAPG/SEG/SPE/SPWLA he convened

the first annual Archie Conference on
“Reservoir Delineation, Description,
and Management.” It was enormously
successful and inspired an internation-
ally recognized series of conferences
that continue today.

Bob was instrumental in establishing
and generously supports the Gus Ar-
chie Fund within the AAPG. This fund
provides four grants each year to gradu-
ate students in petrophysics and devel-
opment geology.

For the SPE, Bob chaired the Re-
print Committee of Geology and Geo-
logical Engineers, and has been a mem-
ber and chairman of the Geological
Engineering Committee (1975–1984).
In 1978 he was a Distinguished Lec-
turer for the SPE and has been a short-
course lecturer for this organization.

He was a committee member for
the joint Houston Geological Society–
New Orleans Geological Society
(NOGS) project on “Productive Low
Resistivity Well Logs of the Gulf of
Mexico.” He co-authored two chapters
in this landmark volume and has given
numerous short courses and lectures on
the subject for the AAPG, HGS, and
NOGS as well as numerous companies.

His advice and experience are al-
ways valued. He has served on the ad-
visory boards for the AAPG Treatise of
Petroleum Geology (1988–2000), the
Colorado School of Mines Department
of Geology (1994–1997), the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Department of Geol-
ogy and Geophysics (1997–1999), and
Strike Oil and Strike Energy Ltd. of
Australia (1997–present).

These professional achievements and
society contributions have not gone un-
recognized. In 1991, the AAPG hon-
ored him with the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award and in 1994 made him an
Honorary Member. In October of 2000
he was inducted into the prestigious
National Academy of Engineers, a rare
distinction for a geologist: a fitting rec-
ognition for all those years of bringing
geology and engineering together. This
group serves as an important advisory
function to the President, Congress,
and government agencies.

And now, in consideration of all his
many accomplishments, the AAPG has

selected Bob to receive its highest
honor for distinguished professional
service and contributions. Certainly
those who have experienced the
breadth and keenness of Bob Sneider’s
knowledge of petroleum geology can
attest to the merits of this recognition.
As a personal friend and colleague for
these many years, I again salute you.

Citation—To Robert M. Sneider, in
recognition of your outstanding and
distinguished contributions to petro-
leum geology, your achievements in the
oil business, your dedicated service to
many professional societies and univer-
sities, and your continued guidance and
inspiration for all of us; a career that
has truly touched all aspects of our
business.

Larry Meckel

Response
President Downey, members of the

AAPG, friends, and family, I am most
grateful to the Association for awarding
me the Sidney Powers Medal for 2001.
This award is a great honor that I shall
cherish my entire life. I cannot ade-
quately express my gratitude to the
AAPG, the Executive and Advisory
Committees, and the colleagues that
supported my nomination, but I thank
you all. I never dreamed I would be se-
lected for this high honor, especially
when I think about the many outstand-
ing geologists who deserve this recogni-
tion. Thank you AAPG for bestowing
this prestigious award on me. I humbly
accept this medal with a deep apprecia-
tion of everything it stands for. Also
thanks to each of you, especially my
special friends and family, for being
here to share this moment.

As I stand here today, I vividly re-
member the September 2000 tele-
phone call from President Marlan
Downey with the award announcement
and his congratulations. At the time I
did not accept his telephone call be-
cause I was engrossed with two Pemex
geologists looking for bypassed pays.
John Sneider came into the room and
said I had to “accept Mr. Downey’s call
now!” As you can imagine I was over-
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whelmed then with his message that I
would receive the Powers Medal, and I
am still somewhat in a state of disbe-
lief. The facts are that there are many
colleagues and coworkers who have
helped me achieve what success I have
had, and then there is Ramona, my
wonderful wife, who deserves at least
half of this medal.

Many thanks to Larry Meckel, a
longtime colleague, friend, and business
partner. He probably was overly gener-
ous with his remarks, but I hope that
you believe every word he said. Larry
and I were colleagues at Shell for sev-
eral years. We left Shell in 1974 and
shared the birth and growth of Sneider
and Meckel Associates, Inc., a very ex-
citing and successful exploration and
consulting venture in the United States
and Canada for more than seven years.

In the time between Marlan’s tele-
phone call and the preparation of this
response, I have had time to think
about the wonderful adventures I have
had since I entered the field of geology.
Some of you know that I started at
Rutgers University in 1946 as an engi-
neering student with the hope of be-
coming a metallurgist. In my junior
year, my roommate was a geology ma-
jor, excited about his courses, especially
mineralogy. I attended his mineralogy
labs and studied the ore-producing
minerals. I too became excited about
mineralogy and geology. Then I faced
the difficult task of telling my parents
that I wanted to switch to geology.
They knew that I could make a living
as an engineer, but how could I answer
their question in 1948: “Can you make
a decent living as a geologist?” With re-
luctance, they let me switch!

The Rutgers Geology Department in
1948 had about two dozen undergrad-
uate and graduate students, quite a
contrast with the large engineering de-
partment. While in geology, I met two
gentlemen who had a major influence
on my career and appreciation of earth
science. One was my mineralogy in-
structor John Prucha, and the other
was Benjamin Leonard, a U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey geologist at Princeton Uni-
versity. Prucha arranged a part-time job

with Leonard as a field assistant map-
ping Precambrian iron ore bodies.
Later, I would spend four summers in
New York and Connecticut with Pru-
cha field mapping while working on my
Ph.D. Both Prucha and Leonard were
excellent teachers and exhibited a pas-
sion for geology that was infectious.
They taught me the value of detailed
structural and stratigraphic mapping
and the importance of understanding
rock petrology in regional exploration.
They were my models for how dedi-
cated earth scientists apply theory to
the search for mineral wealth. Prucha
and Leonard were my first mentors.

At the same time I received my ge-
ology degree, the Army called me to
active duty, eventually sending me to
Korea as a frontline combat engineering
officer. In Korea, my engineering and
geological backgrounds were useful in
picking locations for bridges and mine
fields and building roads as well as
blowing up bridges and roads and clear-
ing mine fields. My military experience
with explosives also proved useful later
in my geological career. I knew how to
make fresh outcrops where none ex-
isted and to blast out large rock sam-
ples in the field.

After my military service, I went to
the University of Wisconsin at Madison
to continue my education in economic
geology and mining engineering. The
talented faculty and graduate students
contributed to an excellent education.
With lots of practical knowledge in ig-
neous and metamorphic rocks and min-
ing engineering, I was ready in 1956 for
a job in mineral exploration.

The year 1956 was a bad year for
jobs in mineral exploration. Lucky for
me, a classmate, Ray Murray, had taken
a job with Shell Development in Hous-
ton the previous year. Ray called me to
say that his boss, Gus Archie, was com-
ing to Madison to recruit for Shell De-
velopment. A promise of a free dinner
was enough for me to arrange an inter-
view. Archie had graduated from Wis-
consin with degrees in electrical engi-
neering and geology. When we met and
discussed opportunities with Shell, I
had no notion of the important contri-

butions Archie had made to the petro-
leum industry with his pioneering work
in well-log evaluation and petrophysics.

Meeting Archie and accepting a job
to work for him was the pivotal event
of my professional career. This modest,
unassuming genius was an inspiring
teacher. He inspired me to pursue rock-
fluid studies on both E & P scales. His
quiet leadership style, creative spirit,
and ability to plant seeds so you
thought you were the one making the
“discovery” set standards for me to em-
ulate. Going to work for Archie was
the luckiest break I ever had in my pro-
fessional career.

The 17 plus years with Shell gave
me marvelous opportunities to work on
a broad variety of exciting assignments
in operations and research. I was very
fortunate to work with many outstand-
ing and creative geologists, geophysi-
cists, petrophysicists and petroleum en-
gineers. Archie, Rufus LeBlanc, Sr., and
Hugh Bernard were my early mentors,
but I was privileged to work with and
learn from literally hundreds of Shell
professionals. I cannot mention all of
the valued colleagues but a few close
associates were Tom Bay, Charles
Blackburn, Robert Ginsburg, Clarence
Hottman, Ken Hsu, Don Lindsay, Den-
nis Loren, Jerry Lucia, Charles Mc-
Collough, Larry Meckel, Raymond
Murray, Bob Purcell, Frank Richardson,
Donald Russell, B. F. Swanson, E C.
Thomas, C. N. (Tom) Tinker, Monroe
Waxman, Konrad Weber, and Richard
Wyman. Working on exploration and
development projects including lease
sales and supplemental recovery floods,
I learned the value and power of multi-
disciplinary teams.

The year 1974 was another mile-
stone year for me. In May, Larry
Meckel and I left Shell to form a small
multidisciplinary group to explore for
hydrocarbons and to offer consulting
services. Within our first three weeks,
Bob Weimer introduced us to two geol-
ogists, John Masters and Jim Gray, who
had just started Canadian Hunter Ex-
ploration. This incredible opportunity
and in association with Masters and
Gray allowed us to grow and add our
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first associates: Leon Wells, John Fa-
rina, and Lloyd Fons. We later added
more geologists, geophysicists and a
landman. What exciting times! We gen-
erated prospects in the Gulf Coast and
worked with Masters and Gray in virtu-
ally every aspect of building their com-
pany. Hydrocarbons were discovered in
the Alberta deep basin, in many of our
Gulf Coast and Mid-continent pros-
pects; we also drilled some dry holes
(we called them now aquifer delinea-
tion wells). This seven-year venture
was the most exciting and unforgetta-
ble experience one could imagine.

The past 20 years have been equally
as exciting as the Sneider-Meckel years.
I have had a chance to teach, lecture,
consult, explore, and acquire old fields
around the world, and to help build
several companies, including Greenhill
Petroleum.

I have had many outstanding col-
leagues and partners in these ventures,
including Simon Ashton, Robert
Beardsley, Larry Cochran, Donald Har-
ris, James Hartman, John Kulha, An-
drew Lydyard, Dennis Loren, Robert
Mitchum, Joseph Richardson, John
Sangree, John Sneider, Roy Woodall,
and many of the Sneider-Meckel associ-
ates. One of the highlights is working
with my son John and helping him
build his exploration company.

I had a chance to work in more than
75 basins in the United States, Canada,
and Mexico as well as Africa, Asia,
Australia, Europe, the Middle East,
Southeast Asia, and South America.
What wonderful geological, geophysi-
cal, and petroleum engineering talent
exists throughout the world, and I
learned much from these professionals.

My consulting and teaching world-
wide has had two major objectives:
(1) to pass on the valuable lessons I
learned from Archie—that is to evalu-
ate hydrocarbon opportunities properly
one needs to tie rock and fluid proper-
ties to well-log response to seismic and
to production tests and performance,
and (2) demonstrate the need for early
integration of geoscience and engineer-
ing to efficiently find and develop hy-
drocarbon accumulations. I am fearful

that with the great advancements in
technology and use of computers/
visualization that we will forget hydro-
carbons are found within rocks and
trapped by rocks (seals). In this regard,
the December 2000 Explorer’s special
issue “A Century,” Michel T.
Halbouty’s remarks are worth repeating
again:

The heritage left us by the early pe-
troleum geologists has been ignored and
practically forgotten. Those geologists
should be remembered not only for their
achievements, but also for having been
well-rounded, true geologists who ap-
plied all facets of our science to their
endeavors.

Their methods and contributions
should be “dusted off” and restudied, and
once again used as guideposts for our fu-
ture thinking.

Also, we cannot forget the wise
words of Wallace Pratt, the first Sidney
Powers medallist: “ . . . oil is first found
in the minds of men . . . ” and women!

Throughout my career, AAPG has
played an important role in helping me
learn through meetings, publications,
continuing education courses, and the
Explorer. I am very proud to be an
AAPG member and to have served the
Association on committees, as commit-
tee chairman, short course instructor,
and three times as a Distinguished Lec-
turer. The AAPG headquarters staff has
been great to work with, and I thank
them for the professional job they do
for our Association.

Whatever success I have had, I attri-
bute in a large part to Ramona, my
wife of almost 45 years. We met within
10 days after I arrived in Madison. She
had moved to Madison to become a
second grade teacher. She had all the
skills a geologist needed—she could
type, draft, and had a full-time job! Ra-
mona has been totally dedicated to my
work and career. She continues to be
my best friend, business partner, and
constant companion in our travels
around the world. We are blessed with
three children, Linda, Tim, and John,
who all work or have worked in the pe-
troleum industry. Our son-in-law

Charles works as a system engineer for
a marine construction company that
builds deep-water production facilities.
John’s wife Dorothy Ballentine is a ge-
ologist for an independent company.
June, Tim’s wife, teaches future petro-
leum students.

My 44 years in the petroleum indus-
try have been a truly exciting and in-
credible journey. I am privileged to
have had inspiring mentors, superb col-
leagues, and a very supportive family.
With sincerity and humility, I thank all
of you who have helped me through-
out my career. To AAPG, my thanks
and appreciation for the Sidney Powers
Medal. I am proud and humbled to be
placed in the distinguished company of
the previous Sidney Powers recipients.

Robert M. Sneider

BRENDA K. CUNNINGHAM
Honorary Member

For the past 24 years, Brenda Cun-
ningham has dedicated her talents and
efforts to the science of geology and the
geological profession. She has been em-
inently successful in both endeavors,
having succeeded in hydrocarbon ex-
ploration and development ventures
and having been intimately involved in
earth science societies at the local, re-
gional, and national levels.
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Fittingly, Brenda was born on Valen-
tine’s Day in Great Bend, Kansas.
While in Great Bend, she developed an
interest in natural sciences. It seems
that the family would go fishing on the
Arkansas River, and while they were
fishing, Brenda would spend her time
looking for fossils in the piles of
dredged sand from the river. She also
hunted arrowheads in the freshly
plowed fields of neighboring wheat
farms. Here also, she first developed
her love for music. Brenda says that it
is an inherited trait, but the fact that
her father managed a music store and
played trombone and sang in the
Shrine dance band must have had
something to do with it also.

The family moved to Oklahoma
City in 1966 when Brenda was in the
sixth grade. Her father continued to
manage a music store and play in a
dance band. Brenda continued her love
of music and of the natural sciences.
She took every natural science course
offered in high school. All of her apti-
tude tests showed a very high tendency
toward the natural sciences. After
graduating from John Marshall High
School she attended Oberlin Conserva-
tory of Music in Ohio on a full
scholarship.

Although she was committed to be-
ing a musician, her plans changed when
she went on a blind date with Bob
Cunningham in Oklahoma City. As she
tells it, they had to drag him from the
golf course “kicking and screaming” be-
cause he didn’t want to go on the date.
They were married in June 1974 and
came to Midland the next day because
Bob had accepted an engineering posi-
tion there. There was a terrible sand-
storm that day, but even that didn’t de-
ter them as they have lived in,
prospered, enjoyed, and contributed to
life in Midland, Texas for the past 26
years.

Coming back to Midland from visit-
ing family later that year, they drove
through an outstanding road cut. Upon
seeing the beautiful layered strata,
Brenda said to Bob, “I’m going to be-
come a geologist.” Bob paid her little
attention, but three years later, she re-

ceived her Bachelor’s degree in geology
from the University of Texas of the
Permian Basin (UTPB). During the
time that she was a student at UTPB,
Bob was an engineer for Unocal. He
would take her on wells with him and
explain the mechanics of oil field
operations.

Subsequent to graduating from
UTPB in 1977, she was employed by
Enserch Exploration in Midland, Texas
and later became senior geologist for
American Trading and Production Cor-
poration. Other employers included
Cotton Petroleum, Stone Petroleum
Corporation, and McDonnold Compa-
nies. In 1988 she cofounded West
Texas Digital, Inc. and was its president
until joining ARCO Permian in 1995.
She stayed with ARCO Permian
through 2000, at which time she left in
order to stay in Midland rather than
take a transfer to Houston with BP,
which had by that time acquired
ARCO. She is now back where she was
in 1988, operating West Texas Digital,
but with five years of great experience
added to her credentials. In addition to
operating again as an independent,
Brenda and Bob also tend to 14 rental
properties that they own in Midland.

Brenda has been very active in geo-
logical societies at all levels. Locally she
has been president of the West Texas
Geological Society (WTGS) and the
Permian Basin Section SEPM. She has
been on the Board of Directors of the
Midland Energy Library and Chairman
of the West Texas Geology Foundation.
In addition, she has served the WTGS
as an elected delegate to AAPG’s
House of Delegates since 1987.

Regionally, she has been secretary of
the Southwest Section of AAPG and
chairman of the Awards Committee for
that section.

Brenda is an active member of
AAPG and is also a certified petroleum
geologist with the Division of Profes-
sional Affairs. She has been heavily in-
volved in the House of Delegates, hav-
ing served on numerous committees
and also having served as chairman in
1989–1990. Brenda showed organiza-
tional skills, fairness, and most impor-

tantly tact in her term as chairman of
the House of Delegates. She led the
House through one of its more difficult
sessions with great skill and judgment.
During her term as chairman of the
House of Delegates, she also served
with distinction on the AAPG Execu-
tive Committee. In 1999, Brenda was
asked to chair a committee on a very
controversial matter in which I was
very involved. I made a presentation to
her committee and had no idea where
she stood on the issue. She was fair and
outwardly impartial. I came away feel-
ing that I had gotten a fair shake, as I
am sure the people on the other side of
the issue felt.

In her “spare time,” Brenda has
taught geology on an adjunct basis at
both Midland College and the Permian
Basin Graduate Center. She also is a
talented musician (saxophone, flute,
and clarinet) and plays with a classic
rock and roll band, which performs lo-
cally, and often to appreciative audi-
ences. She admits to being a “geologist
by day and a musician by night.”

In recognition of her dedication as
demonstrated by these activities,
Brenda has received numerous well-
deserved honors. These include
AAPG’s Distinguished Service Award
in 1995 and their Distinguished Mem-
ber of the House of Delegates Award
in 2000 (the first time it was given).
She was also named an Honorary Life
Member in the West Texas Geological
Society in 1997 and received the SEPM
Permian Basin Section’s first Dedicated
Service Award in 1988.

Now, in recognition of her many
past and present contributions to her
profession and her professional socie-
ties, it is only fitting that she be named
an AAPG Honorary Member.

Citation—To Brenda K. Cunning-
ham for dedicated service to the geosci-
ence profession and earth science socie-
ties and for her outstanding
contributions as an explorationist,
teacher, administrator, and
entrepreneur.

A. T. (Toby) Carleton

Response
To be named an AAPG Honorary

Member is a tremendous honor by
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which I am truly humbled, and for
which I will always be grateful. Please
accept my deepest thanks for this
recognition.

I believe that each individual is
shaped largely by environment. Many
people and organizations have in this
way contributed to whatever degree of
success I may have achieved. Rather
than repeat what my biographer, fellow
Midlander and AAPG Past President
Toby Carleton has so ably chronicled, I
would like to recognize those individ-
uals and organizations that have be-
come so much a part of who and what
I am.

The vast majority of my career has
been devoted to exploring the Permian
basin of west Texas and southeast New
Mexico—one of the greatest petroleum
provinces in the world. I am fortunate
to have gained my geological maturity
in this complex and wonderful basin.
From the world-class outcrops of the
Guadalupe Mountains to the world’s
first miscible flood in the Block 31 De-
vonian field, these reservoirs, and the
scientists that have studied them, have
contributed an immense amount of
knowledge to our industry that reaches
far beyond the Permian basin’s geo-
graphic limits. I have learned so much,
and yet I have so much more to learn.

I joined AAPG in 1977 at the urg-
ing of fellow geologists at my very first
job. Needless to say, the Association
has been of great importance to me
during these first 23 years of my career.
It is impossible to recount how much I
have learned from the technical presen-
tations, short courses, and conventions
sponsored by the AAPG, let alone how
many wonderful people I have met and
grown to know and respect.

Along with the AAPG, the West
Texas Geological Society (WTGS) has
played an important part in my devel-
opment as a geoscientist. The able lead-
ership of Marie Bellomy and Paula
Mitchell as executive directors has as-
sured that short courses, symposia,
technical publications, and field trips
are available to all of us, in addition to
an occasional sympathetic ear and judi-
cious doses of wise counsel.

The Society has supported me
throughout my career, and for this I am
indebted.

Many AAPG and WTGS members
have left a deep and lasting impression
upon me. I learned about generosity
from Bruce Pearson, who quietly and
anonymously paid many under- and un-
employed geologists’ field trip and sym-
posium registration fees during the in-
dustry downturn of the mid-1980s so
that they could continue their profes-
sional development. Ed Matchus pa-
tiently discussed Permian basin time-
stratigraphic correlations with me,
whether he had time to or not. My love
of oil industry history and my belief in
the importance of data preservation
were reinforced by Hugh Frenzel. Sal
Mazzullo was my beloved first sedi-
mentology professor. I entered the pro-
fession just in time to overlap for an
all-too-short period with Permian basin
experts such as John Hills, Mary Louise
Rhodes, Ted Jones, and Ross Maxwell.
Although I am too young to have met
them, I wish I had had the opportunity
to thank John Emery Adams and Phil-
lip and Robert King for all that I have
gained from them.

I arrived in Midland, Texas the day
after marrying Bob, a reservoir engineer
and my husband of almost 27 years. I
have him to thank for many things, in-
cluding his willingness to allow me to
accompany him to drilling rigs and to
logging, perforating, and frac jobs while
I was still a geology student at the uni-
versity. Not many people are lucky
enough to gain exposure to and under-
standing of field operations, the ulti-
mate source of every piece of informa-
tion we work with, so very early in
their professional development. His
personal and professional integrity re-
mains an ideal that I hope someday to
achieve. He has loved and supported
me along every step of our path in
more ways than I can describe.

I have been blessed with the gifts of
love for the earth and the love of mu-
sic: they will play in my heart and head
for as long as I live.

I count so many of you as friends.
Thank you for what each of you has
shared with me.

During my year on the AAPG Exec-
utive Committee, I received newslet-
ters from various geological societies
around the world. The following was
published in one of them, and hangs on
my office wall as a constant reminder
of what I hope to accomplish in my
lifetime:

That person is a success who lives well,
laughs often and loves much; who has
earned the respect of intelligent women
and men and the love of children; who
never lacks appreciation of the earth’s
beauty or fails to express it; who follows
his dreams and pursues excellence in
each task; who brings out the very best
in others and who gives only the best of
himself.

For me, there’s no better definition
of success. To all of you, and to my
parents, thank you for what you have
helped me to become and for your pa-
tience with what I have yet to achieve.

Brenda K. Cunningham

E. E. “NED” GILBERT
Honorary Member

E. E. “Ned” Gilbert was born in
Madison, Wisconsin on May 3, 1922.
He enrolled at the University of Wis-
consin in 1940, but the World War II
interrupted his studies. He finally
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graduated in 1947 with a B.A. in geol-
ogy and moved to Canada the same
year. After field geology in Nova Scotia
and well-site work in Indiana, Ned
moved to Calgary, where he has lived
ever since. In 1947 he married Lyn
Johnston and they raised two offspring
(Mervyn and Shauna). Ned became a
Canadian citizen in 1971.

Ned has had a long and successful
career in Canada’s oil and gas industry
and played a pioneering role in the ini-
tial development of Alberta’s oil sands.
He has held senior technical and man-
agement positions in the petroleum in-
dustry, and worked as a consultant to
numerous companies. In addition, Ned
has contributed to the education of
new generations of petroleum profes-
sionals through his leading role in the
Petroleum Land Management program
at the University of Calgary.

In his early oil-patch years, follow-
ing World War II, he was Sun Oil
Company’s sole employee in Calgary.
As the company’s presence in western
Canada grew, the home office in Phila-
delphia staffed up the office and Ned
was appointed land manager. He as-
sembled a considerable land position in
conventional oil and gas plays of 1 mil-
lion acres of Alberta Crown and 1.5
million acres of Canadian Pacific Rail-
way leases, as well as acquiring a large
position in the Arctic offshore.

At that time he was excited by the
potential for nonconventional oil devel-
opment. He continued to lead Sun’s
land acquisition program, pressing par-
ticularly to acquire permits in the Ath-
abasca oil-sands deposits north of Fort
McMurray in northern Alberta.

His foresight in acquiring land for
his company in the area helped to put
the present-day Suncor Energy, the suc-
cessor company to Sun, in its currently
highly profitable position where the
major part of its production is from the
oil sands. The lands that Sun held be-
came the site of the first successful oil-
sands mining operation—Great Cana-
dian Oil Sands (GCOS)—and is still
one of the major assets of Suncor En-
ergy. In addition to pushing the future
of oil sands within Sun, Ned was in-

strumental in the development of the
first provincial regulations governing
these massive nonconventional petro-
leum resources.

Subsequently, Ned became fasci-
nated by the potential of oil shales in
the neighboring provinces of Saskatche-
wan and Manitoba. When he first
learned of this oil-shale potential he
recommended and acquired 2 million
acres in Saskatchewan and 1.5 million
acres in Manitoba for Sun. After exten-
sive research, core-hole drilling, and
evaluation it was determined, despite
the magnitude of the resources, that
the costs of development were too high
and the prevailing oil price—about US
$2.75 per barrel—too low for commer-
cial exploitation. Not to be discouraged
Ned and an associate, having left Sun
in 1972 to pursue a career in the con-
sulting sector, bought land, conducted
tests, and even persuaded the Alberta
government to back them in drilling
exploratory research core holes to fur-
ther evaluate the resource.

When most of the men who were
instrumental in the birth of the modern
Canadian oil and gas industry had gone
to the great oil field in the sky, or were
at least long since retired, Ned em-
barked on a new career. Ned Gilbert
has played a significant role in the edu-
cation of petroleum professionals. He
was the codirector of the Petroleum
Land Management program at the Uni-
versity of Calgary in 1986, part of the
Bachelor of Commerce program in the
Faculty of Management, where he lec-
tured for six years. The program has
helped create several more generations
of landmen and educate numerous geo-
science and engineering professionals in
the field of land management.

Ned holds active membership in
several other professional organizations
besides the AAPG (1945). Among
them are the Canadian Society of Pe-
troleum Geologists (CSPG, 1945), the
Association of Professional Engineers,
Geologists and Geophysicists of Alberta
(APEGGA, 1948), the Canadian Asso-
ciation of Petroleum Landmen (CAPL,
1948), and the American Association
of Petroleum Landmen (AAPL, 1956).

Service to his various Associations
has been a major ethic of Ned’s
throughout his professional career. He
has served AAPG widely: Convention
Coordinating Committee (1967–1970
and 1991–1992); EMD founding mem-
ber (1977); Committee on Conven-
tions (1990–1993); Membership Com-
mittee (1991–1994); EMD Convention
Committee (1992), and Councilor
(1989–1993); and represented his col-
leagues as a House Delegate or Alter-
nate (1994–present). He was also gen-
eral chairman of the Banff meeting of
the AAPL (1962) and general chairman
of the CSPG Offshore Symposium
(1974).

Ned’s Canadian peers have honored
him twice recently. He was elected an
Honorary Member of the CSPG in
1995, because of his “steady persistent
pursuit of visionary endeavors that con-
tributed to the well being of petroleum
exploration and production in Canada.”
In 1999 the Canadian Institute of Min-
ing, Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM)
awarded him the prestigious J. C.
Sproule Memorial Plaque in recogni-
tion of his achievements and contribu-
tions in the exploration and develop-
ment of mineral resources in northern
Canada.

In 1945 Ned joined the Calgary Jun-
ior Chamber of Commerce and served
on numerous committees for it as well
as the Board of Stewards of the River-
view United Church in Calgary. He has
given selflessly of his time to many
other organizations, including the Boy
Scouts, the Calgary Boys’ Clubs, (and
was instrumental in establishing the
equivalent Calgary Girls’ Clubs—Lyn
expected no less), the John Howard
Society, United Way, and Operation
Eyesight.

E. E. “Ned” Gilbert is a shining ex-
ample and ever-present reminder to all
his colleagues that giving 100% all the
time is not only possible but also neces-
sary. Giving back to your community
and to society more than you have re-
ceived—with grace, charm, and wit—is
the honorable thing to do. Thank you,
Ned, and congratulations on being
named an Honorary Member in the
AAPG.
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Citation—To E. E. “Ned” Gilbert,
for far-sightedness in recognizing poten-
tial, determination in its pursuit, and
the charm, grace, and longevity to see
it through—an enduring example to
younger colleagues.

George Eynon

Response
I was so pleased to be named as

president of the newly formed Canada
region last year that I did not think
anything better could happen. Now,
being named an Honorary Member of
AAPG is really great. I give my heart-
felt thanks to George Eynon and John
Hogg as well as all of the other mem-
bers of the House of Delegates from
the Canada region who supported me
as president in our first year and who
recommended me for this prestigious
award. I have been a member of AAPG
longer than most of those with whom I
have been working have been alive. I
joined in 1945, more than 55 years ago.

My father was chairman of the Bot-
any Department of the University of
Wisconsin, and one of his closest
friends was Earnest Bean who was
State Geologist. He was my first con-
tact with geology, and my love of col-
lecting agates and discussions with him
about how they were made probably
was the cause of my initial desire to
study geology.

My career with Sun Oil Company
(now Suncor in Canada) started in
1944 after the Air Force said I was too
tall and the Army said they did not like
the results of my recent bouts with
pneumonia. W. H. Twenhofel said to
me one day “Ned, you’re the only geol-
ogy major we have and we think you
should get a job so we can devote our-
selves to research.” I filled out two ap-
plications and in due course both Stan-
dard Oil and Sun Oil offered me a job.
Twenhofel recommended Sun Oil,
which I accepted. My first job was in
Nova Scotia, where I worked with
L. W. Storm and several members of
the Tulsa and Philadelphia offices. We
did surface geology along the north part
of Nova Scotia. Following that sum-

mer’s work I was transferred to the Ev-
ansville, Indiana office where Don Sut-
ton taught me to sit on wells, one of
these being a cable tool drilling rig. At
the end of 1944 I was transferred to
Calgary, Alberta, Canada at the request
of L. W. Storm, who had been sent
there to open an office.

I arrived in Calgary just after the
new year in January 1945. I joined the
Alberta Society of Petroleum Geolo-
gists, predecessor to the Canadian Soci-
ety of Petroleum Geologists. There
were only about 40 of us then where
there are now more than 4000. There
were almost no office buildings in Cal-
gary and my room in the C.P.R. Palliser
Hotel became “our” office. My expense
account was nearly three times as large
as my salary. We were unable to per-
suade any secretary to work for two
men in a hotel so I soon became a sec-
retary as well as draftsman and geolo-
gist. Sun Oil had acquired one-quarter
million acres of Canadian Pacific Rail-
road lands in one block. During the
coming summer we added a further
one-half million acres of CPR land as
well as 187,000 acres of Indian lands,
and during the summer we had a Sun
Oil seismograph crew that came from
Beaumont, Texas to work for us. The
seismograph equipment was not win-
terized so with the first sign of cold
weather it went back to Texas. Storm
also left for warmer climes while I re-
mained as the sole representative of a
company, which at that time had
27,000 employees.

Since Sun Oil was a really large
company in relation to most of the
companies in Calgary, I was invited to
the parties and celebrations of the vari-
ous oil and supply companies even
though I was only 23 years old. Christ-
mas 1945 was a very busy time. That
year I joined AAPG. I believe that Fred
Lahee, L. W. Storm, and my boss in
Philadelphia, Herb Weeks, were my
sponsors when I joined. As a sole em-
ployee I developed my own geological
prospects, drafted the maps, typed the
letters, and sent my prospects off to the
head office in Philadelphia. When they
were approved, I obtained the land,

which was largely either CPR or Al-
berta government crown land but with
a small amount of freehold lands. In
this manner I acquired one million
acres of crown land in two half-million
acre blocks in Alberta as well as 1.3
million acres of CPR land in Saskatche-
wan. I negotiated a farm out and got 13
holes drilled in Saskatchewan.

By spring when Storm and our seis-
mograph crew returned, we had all of
this new acreage to work on. In subse-
quent years we found several gas fields,
including Sibbald, Superba, Hamilton
Lake, and Bulwark, on those Alberta
lands. In the fall of 1946 I returned to
the University of Wisconsin to com-
plete my degree in geology. When win-
ter came in 1946 our seismograph crew
and Storm once more returned to the
United States and our office was closed.
In the spring of 1947, I returned to
Calgary and married Evelyn Johnston.
After a short honeymoon I returned to
Calgary to reopen the office and com-
mence hiring a staff because “Leduc”
oil field had been discovered during my
absence, and the great Alberta boom
was on.

With the war just over and drilling
equipment in short supply, I hired an
engineer to locate a drilling rig for me,
and a legend was created about my
having bought this large steam rig from
Shell oil with a check written on my
expense account, which was the only
account I had.

Throughout my life as a geologist I
have been interested in pioneering
sources of energy such as the Alberta
oil sands, the Saskatchewan oil shales,
and in future years I anticipate pursu-
ing gas hydrates. I may be nearly 80
but God willing I intend to remain ac-
tive in pursuing these new sources of
energy.

Thank you again to all of the many
people who have made my long career
possible.

Ned Gilbert
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WILLIAM B. HEROY, JR.
Honorary Member

Bill Heroy has had, almost literally, a
lifelong association with geology, having
grown up in a household headed by a
geologist father, William B. Heroy, him-
self a past president of AAPG and a
Sidney Powers Medalist. Bill’s youth
was spent largely in White Plains, New
York, where he graduated from high
school in 1933. That fall, Bill entered
Dartmouth, where he majored in geol-
ogy, graduating in 1937. He married
Dorothy that summer, and that fall he
entered graduate school at Princeton.
His doctoral dissertation was done out
of Princeton’s Field Geology Base
(what is now the YBRA Field Station)
in Red Lodge, Montana. The disserta-
tion subject was “The Geology of the
Shell Canyon Area, Bighorn Moun-
tains, Wyoming,” and the work was
completed in 1941.

Bill went to work immediately for
Texaco in Midland, Texas and spent all
of the World War II years with Texaco.
Then he transferred from west Texas to
Dallas, where he joined the Geotechni-
cal Corporation, at that time one of the
leading geophysical exploration compa-
nies. His first position there was as ge-
ologist, but Bill rose rapidly to a posi-
tion as supervisor, vice president, and
ultimately, president. During the latter
part of his “Geotech” days the company

was heavily involved in producing the
instruments and establishing the net-
work necessary to monitor the nation’s
nuclear treaties. In 1965, when Geo-
tech merged with the Teledyne Corpo-
ration, Bill became group executive and
assistant to the president of Teledyne.
In 1970 Bill joined Southern Methodist
University (SMU) as vice president–
treasurer and professor of geology. He
left the SMU vice presidency in 1978
when he became president of the Insti-
tute for the Study of Earth and Man
(ISEM), an independent research insti-
tute on the SMU campus, but retained
the professorship of geology until 1981
when he retired as professor emeritus
and president emeritus of ISEM.

At the same time he was carrying
the very active professional life just de-
scribed, Bill was active in civic and pro-
fessional scientific society affairs. His
civic involvements included a long as-
sociation with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. There he served as scoutmaster and
Explorer leader as well as being a mem-
ber of the local Council’s board. Addi-
tionally, he earned the Woodbadge—a
high recognition for adult leaders. He
served on the Dallas Chamber of Com-
merce, where he was vice chairman of
the Chamber and chaired its Educa-
tional Committee (which initiated the
County Junior College program that
now has five campuses). Additionally,
he served as a member of several civic
and business boards, notable among
them that of being a trustee of the
Hockaday School for nine years, a
board member, vice president, and
president of the Dallas–Fort Worth
Council of Scientific Societies, and a
member and president of the Dallas
Philosophical Society. He was also a
trustee of the SMU Foundation for Sci-
ence and Industry, was secretary of the
Association for Graduate Education
and Research for North Texas, and was
a member of the Advisory Boards for
the geological sciences programs at
Stanford, the University of Texas,
Princeton, and Syracuse.

Never one to shirk civic or profes-
sional responsibilities, Bill was also very
active in both local and national scien-

tific societies, including certainly the
AAPG. He was a member both of the
Dallas Geological Society and the Dal-
las Geophysical Society and was trea-
surer and president of the latter. As a
member of the Society of Exploration
Geophysicists he served as treasurer of
two of the Society’s national meetings
(held in Dallas). Bill was a charter
member of the American Institute of
Professional Geologists and was presi-
dent of the Texas section. He was, of
course, additionally a Certified Profes-
sional Geologist. As member of the So-
ciety of Economic Geologists (SEG) he
served as trustee and was president of
the SEG Foundation. The American
Geophysical Union also used his expe-
rience and knowledge as a councilor. In
addition, Bill was quite active in the
Geological Society of America where,
over an extended period, he held a
number of positions and offices. He
was councilor and treasurer for six
years. He was treasurer of two national
GSA meetings in Dallas, was a member
of the Society’s Investment Committee,
and was a trustee and vice president of
the GSA Foundation. He was also a
member of the Space Applications
Board of the National Academy of En-
gineering for six years. And finally, of
note is the fact that he has been active
in the American Geological Institute, as
treasurer, vice president, and president
of the AGI Foundation.

Bill’s service to AAPG is equally dis-
tinguished. He has been a member of
the Association since January 1941. He
served as a member of the Association’s
Boy Scout Committee for three years,
and as a member of the Convention
Coordinating Committee for two na-
tional meetings held in Dallas (1968–
1969 and 1974–1975) and was the Fi-
nance chairman for each of those
meetings. Bill then held membership
on the Convention Policy Committee
and was the Association’s treasurer
from 1970 through 1972.

Bill’s contributions have been recog-
nized by a number of the organizations
that he has served. He has received the
Distinguished Service Award of the
Geological Society of America, the Ian
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Campbell Medal of the American Geo-
logical Institute, and has been named
Honorary Life Member in both the
Dallas Geological and Geophysical So-
cieties. He was elected to the Society
of the Sigma Xi at Princeton, as an
alumni member of Phi Beta Kappa at
Dartmouth, and is listed in both Who’s
Who in America and American Men and
Women of Science.

Bill has had a long and happy mar-
riage (64 years) to Dorothy. They have
four children, seven grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren. The Heroys
have, as is the case with many geolo-
gists, lived in a number of places. Cur-
rently they reside in The Forest at
Duke, a retirement community in Dur-
ham, North Carolina. They continue to
enjoy travel and, Bill points out, have
together and for fun visited all seven
continents. He also maintains his inter-
est in stamp collecting and history and
together they enjoy bridge and classical
music.

In view of Bill’s long and distin-
guished career as a geologist, scientific
and technologic administrator, educa-
tor, and supporter of research in the na-
tional interest, being named an Honor-
ary Member in AAPG would be well
merited. When one views Bill’s many
additional contributions, over and
above those associated with his em-
ployment, and notes how widely they
are distributed across numerous socie-
ties and worthy nongeological activities,
this recognition is indeed compelling.

Citation—To William B. Heroy Jr.,
for his significant contributions to the
geologic profession, the scientific com-
munity, and the nation’s security, and
for his devoted service to the
Association.

James E. Brooks

Response
Thank you for honoring me at this

time. I have been retired for almost 20
years. In looking back, I can say whole-
heartedly that it has been a great trip.
There have been some ups and downs
and this occasion is a great big up.

When I finished graduate school in
1941, I went job hunting, mostly in
New York, Houston, and Dallas. It was
very discouraging. I had a wife and
child and needed a job very badly. A
chief geologist in Houston made two
things very clear to me, one, that his
company had more oil than it would
ever sell, and two, that there wasn’t
anything about my Ivy League educa-
tion that had any value to his company.
In my second run in New York, I hit
Texaco the same day the chief geologist
received a wire that a man on a surface
party had been drafted. He said, “if you
can be in Fort Worth next Monday
morning, there will be a job waiting for
you.” I said, “I’ll be there.” He never
told me what the pay was or offered to
pay my way. When I got there, I
learned that the pay was the legal mini-
mum wage. I worked for several
months, first as a plane table operator
and then alone. Shortly after WW II
started I was moved to Midland.

In the next three years, Texaco had
about ten geologists, four that were
well qualified, three mediocre, and
three completely unqualified. Two
were killed on the job (fell asleep at the
wheel), two were fired for drinking,
one had a nervous breakdown, and I
have been the lone survivor for more
than 20 years.

In 1942, we had 15–20 rigs work-
ing, mostly field wells, and a few wild-
cats. This increased to more than 50 in
1943–1945. It can be said that the war
was won by the oil in Texas. One clear
night, I climbed a rig and counted the
lights of more than 100 rigs. I believe
that there were more than 100 geolo-
gists in Midland, and it was the same
for all of us, driving hundreds of miles,
sleeping in the back seats of our cars
(no radios or air conditioning), grab-
bing a meal when possible, and fighting
sleep desperately. I went from 175 to
155 lbs.

The plus side was that we made de-
cisions on the job. My boss didn’t want
me to call him at two in the morning
to get permission to take a core or run
a drill-stem test. It was a great opportu-
nity to show you were good. Another

wonderful thing was that we traded in-
formation with our competitors and
friends for the benefit of the country. It
was magnificent and our profession
should take great pride for what it did
and how. I have been proud to be one
of you. I am proud to receive this
award.

William B. Heroy, Jr.

FRED F. MEISSNER
Honorary Member

Fred Meissner’s extraordinary lead-
ership eminently qualifies him for
AAPG Honorary Member. Major con-
tributions have been in advancing and
transferring knowledge about the ori-
gin, migration, and accumulation of pe-
troleum, methods of identifying source
rocks and their maturity, and in under-
standing abnormal fluid pressures.

A native of Denver, Fred’s early in-
terest in geology was expanded by
mineral-collecting trips in the Rockies
that led to enrollment at the Colorado
School of Mines for a geological engi-
neer degree (l953) and a master’s de-
gree (1954). Following graduation, he
served as a lieutenant in the U.S. Corps
of Engineers for two years during the
Korean War.

Fred’s enormous intellectual curios-
ity and creativity stimulated as a Mines
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student, was nurtured during 17 years
with the Shell Oil and Development
companies. In Shell, Fred worked with
many leading petroleum geoscientists
and with emerging concepts in modern
exploration. He developed the back-
ground and ability to integrate basic
science, engineering, petroleum geol-
ogy, geophysics, and geochemistry in
exploration and research. Because of
these attributes, he was a valued lec-
turer in training courses at Shell. The
work led to stratigraphic, source rock,
and petroleum system analyses in many
United States oil basins.

When Shell consolidated their divi-
sions into a Houston center in 1973,
Fred chose to stay in Denver, which has
been his base to this day. He used his
dedication and skills in domestic and
foreign exploration by joining indepen-
dent companies, first Trend Minerals
(1973), and later Filon Exploration
(1974–1979) as a senior geologist and
vice president, and then managerial po-
sitions for Webb Resources (1979), So-
hio Oil (1980), and Bird Oil (1980–
1991). The work, domestic and foreign,
for each company, over the period of
18 years, resulted in discovery of oil
and gas fields. For the past decade, Fred
has been an Independent Petroleum
Geologist and Worldwide Consultant.

In his career with independents,
Fred found the incentives and time to
share his vast knowledge of principles
and concepts in petroleum geology
with others by publications, short
courses, lectures, and field trips under
the sponsorship of AAPG, Rocky
Mountain Association of Geologists
(RMAG), and other organizations. A
highlight in his inspiring and successful
teaching has been employment, since
l986, as an adjunct professor at the
Colorado School of Mines to offer an
advanced course in petroleum geology.
The course is widely acclaimed and has
attracted numerous graduate students
and geologists from industry.

The numerous publications, short
course notes, and lecture abstracts re-
flect broad interests in tracing oil and
gas in basins from source to trap. Who
can forget Fred’s “cooking pot” designa-

tion for basin-center petroleum genera-
tion, or using test tubes and heat to dis-
till oil from source rocks to estimate
grade and maturity? As one of the early
proponents of the petroleum system
concept, he has influenced the explora-
tion thinking of thousands of geologists.
Current areas of activity are applied
geochemistry, subsurface fluid systems
(including mechanics, pressures, and
hydrodynamics), influence of stress and
fluid pressures on rock failure, frac-
tured reservoirs, and coalbed methane.
Landmark publications describe cyclic
sedimentation and hydrocarbon accu-
mulations, Permian basin; Bakken For-
mation, Williston basin; hydrocarbon
source rocks of the Greater Rocky
Mountain area; and Cretaceous and
Tertiary coals and the conditions neces-
sary to achieve their potential for large
coalbed methane reserves.

Fred has a long record of service to
and has received honors from profes-
sional organizations. Most notable from
AAPG are Continuing Education Com-
mittee (1976–1979); Associate Editor
of the Bulletin (1978–1985); Petroleum
Treatise Committee; House of Dele-
gates; field trip leader and lecturer in
schools and conferences in the United
States and abroad; technical program
chairman 1980 AAPG Annual Meeting
and Rocky Mountain Section meeting
(1977). His honors include AAPG Dis-
tinguished Lecturer (1981–1982), A. I.
Levorsen Award (Rocky Mountain Sec-
tion 1975), Service Award (1980), and
Energy Minerals Division Best Paper
Award (1984). For RMAG, Fred served
on many committees and as vice presi-
dent (1986), and president (1997). He
was honored as Scientist of the Year
(1976) and with the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award (1991). From the Colorado
School of Mines, Fred received the Dis-
tinguished Achievement Medal (1986),
presented to alumni for recognized ac-
complishments by peers, and the Mines
Medal (2000) for “unusual and exem-
plary service to the School.”

Fred has been supported and en-
couraged by his wife Jackie, who has
been active in the RMAG Auxiliary
and has chaired many spouse activities

related to Denver conventions. They
have 3 married children and 8
grandchildren.

I join the family, friends, and col-
leagues in saluting Fred for this career
recognition of his accomplishments by
AAPG.

Citation—To Fred F. Meissner, crea-
tive oil-finder, scientific and profes-
sional leader, inspiring teacher, for pio-
neer work on the petroleum system as
a diligent researcher and integrator of
concepts from geology, geophysics, en-
gineering, and geochemistry.

Robert J. Weimer

Response
I wish to thank the AAPG and all

people responsible for this great honor.
I also want to thank my good friend
Bob Weimer for taking the time to
write my biography. I have had a
checkered career involving a number of
different pathways. He has done an ex-
cellent job of piecing things together.

I keep wondering what I have done
that merits this recognition. I must ac-
cept it very humbly. I have only tried
to be the best professional geologist
that I could be. Many people have
helped me along the way: my family
(especially my understanding wife), my
teachers, my colleagues, my bosses, and
my partners. They are too numerous to
name. I hope they know who they are.

As my biographer has summarized, I
have worked for large major and small
independent oil companies, both as a
basic geologist and a manager. I have
also been an independent geologic con-
sultant. I have been successful in find-
ing profitable oil and gas accumulations
for my employers and investors
through both individual and team ef-
fort. I have also caused them to drill a
few dry holes. I believe that my overall
effort has produced a net profit.

I have tried to be innovative in my
application of earth science to the art
of exploration and development, and I
have often been out of step with some
of the more accepted concepts of what
controls the nature and occurrence of
petroleum. In several instances, my



1292 Association Roundtable

ideas have been “before their time” and
were not widely accepted. Some of
them have subsequently proven to be
correct.

The petroleum business has given
me great opportunity to practice my
profession. It has provided a good living
for my family and myself. I have done
things, been places, and seen things
that most people have never thought or
dreamed of. My career as a petroleum
geologist has, in many respects, been
more along the line of a hobby rather
than a job. I have loved doing most of
the things I have done. I can’t believe
that I’ve actually received monetary re-
ward for doing them.

I was fortunate in being a child of
the west. My Utah grandparents were
pioneer homemakers, miners, mer-
chants, railroad people, and investors in
natural resource businesses. My mother
was a teacher and homemaker. My fa-
ther was a civil engineer. They were
unusually good and nurturing parents.
Much of my early youth was spent
camping, hiking, skiing, fishing, and
hunting in the Colorado Rocky Moun-
tains. I wanted to work in the outdoors
when I grew up.

I believe that I was born to be a ge-
ologist. At the age of nine years, when I
saw my first beautifully colored and
crystallized mineral specimen on a
Utah mine dump, I knew that I wanted
to do something in later life that was
connected to rocks and minerals. I have
been an avid mineral specimen collec-
tor ever since. My grandparents died ei-
ther before I was born or in my earliest
childhood. An elderly childless couple
that lived close to my parents took
their place. My surrogate grandfather
was a true pioneer. He had been a pros-
pector, placer miner, homesteader, and
country lawyer. He was also an out-
doorsman and amateur mineralogist.
His interests and sense of values greatly
affected my later life.

I was fortunate to have attended
Denver Public Schools through twelfth
grade. At the time, this school system
was arguably the finest in the United
States. It gave me an excellent back-
ground for attending the Colorado

School of Mines (CSM), where I en-
rolled in their Department of Geology
and Geological Engineering. My pro-
posed career as a geologist was some-
what of a disappointment to my par-
ents. They wanted me to become a
dentist.

My undergraduate courses at CSM
qualified me as an engineer, and I be-
lieve this background has been useful
to me. Although the applied geology
courses I took qualified me as both a
mining and petroleum geologist, I was
probably more interested in pursuing
the mining option. While in graduate
school, I continued taking both mining-
and petroleum-oriented courses to gain
eventual exposure to the widest range
of future employment opportunities.
My thesis concerned a mining property
that contained a supergene replacement
zinc ore deposit in a karsted limestone.
At this point I felt I was destined to be
a mining geologist; however, I attended
graduate school on a Shell Oil Com-
pany fellowship and they offered me a
job. I ended up going to work for them
as a petroleum exploration geologist.
The Shell recruiter explained to me
that they were more interested in a
solid background in scientific funda-
mentals and general geology than any
specific specialty.

Shell was (and probably still is) a
great company to work for. Although I
was exposed to a wide variety of jobs in
a number of areas and basins, there
were a few specific assignments that
greatly influenced my career. I was sent
to a three-month training course that
included field studies of modern and
ancient carbonate and clastic sedimen-
tary rocks and environments. I learned
about groundwater flow and its influ-
ence on petroleum migration and accu-
mulation while working on a special
study assignment with M. K. Hubbert.
I studied and did research on petro-
leum source rocks and migration mech-
anisms during a one-year assignment at
Shell Development Company. Much of
the knowledge gained in these assign-
ments was used in generating successful
prospects both for Shell and for all of
the companies I subsequently worked

with. The experience also provided me
with concepts and ideas of a more sci-
entific nature that I wanted to share
with others through giving papers at
various society meetings, participating
in research conferences and seminars,
and in teaching educational courses. I
sincerely hope that this has been of
value. The profession has been good to
me and I have tried to return some-
thing back to it through not only shar-
ing knowledge, but also serving on
committees and as an officer of various
organizations I have belonged to.

I joined the AAPG in 1954 while I
was in graduate school. Membership
has been an important part of my ca-
reer. The organization’s various publi-
cations, technical meetings, continuing
education courses, and field trips have
provided me with knowledge and skills
that I have used to build upon. Mem-
bership has also allowed me to meet
people and participate in enjoyable so-
cial activities.

Thanks again to this wonderful orga-
nization for the honor they have be-
stowed on me.

Fred F. Meissner

LEWIS S. “STAN” PITTMAN
Honorary Member

Lewis S. “Stan” Pittman was born in
Amarillo, Texas, November 27, 1932.
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He graduated from high school and en-
tered the U.S. Navy, serving a two-year
“hitch” in the submarine service. He
enrolled in Amarillo Junior College in
1953, transferred to Texas Tech Uni-
versity in 1956, and then to West Texas
State University (WTSU) in 1957. He
received his B.S. in geology from
WTSU in 1958.

Stan began his professional career
during his senior year in college, when
he accepted employment as a geo-tech
with the A. G. Hill Company in Ama-
rillo, Texas. After graduation, he went
full-time with Hill and worked in ex-
ploration in Kentucky, West Virginia,
Michigan, Illinois, Colorado, Wyoming,
and Texas. After 12 years with Hill, he
moved to Dallas to begin his career
with Hunt Oil Company. With Hunt,
Stan worked in the Rocky Mountain
Division as regional exploration/devel-
opment geologist and in 1981 as explo-
ration manager, with headquarters in
Billings, Montana and Denver, Colo-
rado. He retired from Hunt Oil Com-
pany in 1988.

In 1989, Stan was a co-founder of
the Petroleum Logistics Corporation, a
geocomputing firm specializing in oil
and gas database management.

Stan joined the AAPG in 1965. He
began his service on the Education
Committee in 1968 and was chairman
of that committee from 1988 to 1997.
In addition to his 33-year tenure on the
Education Committee, he has served
on seven other AAPG committees. A
survey of when most AAPG members
start serving on committees after join-
ing the organization showed that about
15 years was a good average. Stan
joined the Education Committee after
having been a member only three
years, and just six years later he joined
the Preservation of Samples and Cores
and Convention Coordinating commit-
tees. He has served on three AAPG
Annual Meeting Convention Commit-
tees, and was general chairman of the
1983 AAPG Annual Convention in
Dallas. He has also served on the com-
mittees for Geological Computing,
Geophysical Integration, and Visiting
Geologists, and on the Committee on

Continuing Education for the Division
of Environmental Geologists. He has
been a member of the House of Dele-
gates and a Visiting Geologist. He re-
ceived AAPG’s Distinguished Service
Award in 1990.

Stan was first vice president of the
Abilene Geological Society in 1969,
prior to his move to Dallas. He was a
member of the Dallas Geological Soci-
ety (DGS), an organization that has
honored him as an Honorary Life
Member and with the Outstanding Ser-
vice Award, Research and Publication
Award, and Public Service Award. He
is a past president of DGS and has held
the offices of treasurer and first vice
president. He is also a member of the
American Institute of Professional Ge-
ologists (AIPG), and is past president
of the Texas Section of AIPG. He is
past chapter chairman of the Dallas
Chapter of the Society of Independent
Professional Earth Scientists (SIPES).
He was general chairman of the 1996
SIPES National Convention. He is cur-
rently treasurer of the American Geo-
logical Institute, and he serves on the
Executive and Advisory Board of the
Ellison Miles Geotechnology Institute
of Brookhaven College. He has also
held memberships in the Rocky Moun-
tain Association of Geologists, the
Montana Geological Society, and the
Petroleum Exploration Society of
Australia.

Stan married Shirley Broome on Au-
gust 25, 1959, in Amarillo, Texas, and
they and their three children, Edward,
Charles, and Frances, live in Dallas.

Citation—To Lewis S. “Stan” Pitt-
man, for outstanding service to the As-
sociation and the profession in national,
regional, and local societies through his
leadership in education and convention
coordination.

Charles F. Dodge III

Response
What an honor. To be recognized by

one’s peers is one of great fulfillment in
life, and I am very humbled and pro-
foundly honored to be named an Hon-
orary Member of the AAPG. Being in-

cluded among the many distinguished
geologists to have received this award is
something I would not have dared to
dream of when I first became a mem-
ber of AAPG.

Born and raised in Amarillo, Texas, I
can remember seeing the various activi-
ties associated in and around the
greater Panhandle–Hugoton oil and gas
fields in the Texas Panhandle. Being ex-
posed to all of this as a young lad, I al-
ways thought that some day I wanted
to be a petroleum geologist. After com-
pleting high school and being enrolled
in college for one week, I was called to
active duty in the U.S. Navy during the
Korean War. After serving my rich Un-
cle in the submarine service during the
Korean War, I returned home and
worked my way through college play-
ing trumpet in a dance band and driv-
ing ambulances for a local Amarillo fu-
neral home. I attended Amarillo
College for the better part of three
years, then spent a year at Texas Tech
and received my B.S. degree in geology
from West Texas State College in Can-
yon, Texas in 1958.

While in my senior year I went to
work for A. G. Hill, Oil Operator, in
his Amarillo office. I was hired to con-
struct an oil and gas well drilling active
map of the Texas Panhandle, and some
31 years later I retired from Hunt Oil
Company in Dallas, Texas. The 31
years included 12 years with A. G. Hill
in Kentucky, West Virginia, Illinois,
Colorado, Wyoming, Michigan, and
Texas. In 1969 I was asked if I wanted
to work for H. L. Hunt in Dallas, and
of course Shirley and I picked up the
two boys and headed for big “D.” Dur-
ing the next 12 years I had the good
fortune to work with many great peo-
ple in the Hunt Oil Co. origination
while exploring for oil and gas in the
intermountain basins of the Rocky
Mountain region of the United States
and other areas of the world.

Hunt Oil supported every profes-
sional society activity that I was ever
involved in from the many committees
to the offices with the Dallas Geologi-
cal Society and AAPG, including serv-
ing as the 1983 general chairman of the
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AAPG Annual Convention held in Dal-
las. The one AAPG activity that I have
been most involved with over the years
is the Education Committee. In 1968
Frank Conselman, past president of
AAPG, recruited me while in Abilene,
Texas, to serve on this committee, and
I am still very much involved in its
work. Continuing education for the
geoscience community and our mem-
bership has always been very important
to me, and I have enjoyed playing a
part in the development of world-class
education programs for the AAPG
membership. Through this involvement
I have had the privilege to meet and
work with many of the great people of
our profession: Frank Conselman, Bob
Weimer, Jack Parker, Pat Gratton, Jim
Gibbs, Tom Mairs, Mark Clement,
Robert L. Cash, Marcus Milling, Toby
Carlton, Bill Fisher, Susan Landon, Bob
Millspaugh, Marlan Downey, Eddie Da-
vid, Charlie Dodge, Charlie Mankin,
Lee Gerhard, Michel Habouty, Grover
Murray, Robbie Gries, Pete Rose, Bill
St. John, and Larry Woodfork, to name
a very few of the many splendid people
I have had the grand experience to
have shared part of my life.

After my retirement from Hunt Oil
Co. in 1988 I have continued to be
quite active with the AAPG, American
Institute of Professional Geologists, and
Society of Independent Professional
Earth Scientists. This involvement has
given me an even greater understanding
of the importance of the continuing
need to gain new skills and keep up
with the evolving technology that is
ever changing our profession today.
This involvement has led me to be part
of a new and exciting geoscience
career-training program. In February
1998, the Dallas Geological and Geo-
physical Societies in partnership with
Brookhaven College and the Dallas
County Community College District
began offering geocomputer training
classes on the campus of Brookhaven
College. Many geoscience and engi-
neering software vendors, along with
local Dallas geoscientists and the
AAPG, supported this program. As a
result of all this initial support, Ellison

Miles of Miles Production Company
donated $3.5 million to the program,
and the greater Dallas geoscience com-
munity now has a world-class training
facility located on the campus of
Brookhaven College.

The future looks bright and as we
enter the new century I am looking for-
ward to continuing my involvement
with our science of geology. I would
like to thank the Dallas Geological So-
ciety Awards Committee and the
AAPG Honors and Awards Committee
for granting me this very special honor.
I also want to thank my bride of 42
years, Shirley Broome Pittman, for her
love and support in all we have done
together. I especially want to take this
opportunity to thank Charles F. Dodge
for being my long-time friend and
biographer.

Stan Pittman

DAVID G. ROBERTS
Honorary Member

For about one-third of his profes-
sional life David Roberts was the quin-
tessential oceanographer/geophysicist
interested in solving the mysteries of
continental margins. For the remainder
of his career he switched to become an
explorationist, accumulating an une-
qualled worldwide exploration perspec-

tive. He works in the worldwide explo-
ration offices of his company, but he is
equally at home and a welcome guest
in the halls of academia. Service to his
profession has been and still remains
one of his main priorities. Let me
praise the great career of my good
friend David Roberts.

Born in 1943 in Llanerfel, North
Wales, David is proud of his Welsh ori-
gins. He received his B.Sc. degree in
1965 and his D.Sc. in 1988 from the
University of Manchester. His early
work involved mapping volcanoes in
the East Indies. Following graduation
he joined the National Institute of
Oceanography (now the Institute of
Oceanographic Sciences) where his
main research addressed the structural
and stratigraphic evolution of continen-
tal margins. Initially he was involved
with geophysical surveys that helped to
describe the opening of the Red Sea
and the Gulf of Aden. Together with
friend Lucien Montadert of the Institut
Français du Pétrole David led the teams
that contributed the main database for
the JOIDES/IPOD Leg 48 (1976) and
Leg 81 (1981), which elucidated the
origins of the Rockall Plateau and Basin
and of the Gulf of Biscay. As a result,
these margins that today are still stud-
ied became renowned archetypes by
many scientists. In the context of this
activity David also served as chairman
for the IPOD Passive Margin Panel.

In 1981, i.e., about the time I de-
cided to switch from exploration to ac-
ademia, David did just the opposite
when he joined BP to direct their Basin
Analysis Group. His work involved the
synthesis of BP’s large database, the
technical review of many of its world-
wide activities, training programs, etc.
He soon became BP’s deputy chief ge-
ologist international). From 1988 to
1991 David lived in Houston, Texas,
the ideal haven for “can do” geologists
of his type. He had become BP’s chief
geologist (western hemisphere), having
technical responsibilities ranging from
Alaska to Latin America, with special
emphasis on the Gulf of Mexico.

Because of BP’s prominent position
in Alaska, he also developed a great in-



Association Roundtable 1295

terest in the geology of its North Slope.
Of course we would have liked to keep
David and his charming wife Robin in
Houston but, alas, they had to return
to London where David was appointed
assistant general manager for Frontier
and International Exploration, a posi-
tion that in addition to the responsibil-
ity for the strategic technical develop-
ment of BP’s exploration involved the
development of new exploration ven-
tures and/or options.

Since 1995 David has been the
global exploration advisor for BP. In
this capacity he travels to all corners of
the world. He is indeed one of very few
remaining worldwide industry experts
who in addition to his assigned duties is
also entrusted by his company to be
the keeper of its global geological
memory.

David has been and still is serving
the profession on numerous commit-
tees, including AAPG’s Distinguished
Lecture and Corporate Advisory Com-
mittees. He was co-chairman of the
Technical Program of AAPG’s Nice and
Vienna International Conferences and
the Hedberg Conferences on Salt Tec-
tonics and on Exploration in Thrust
Belts, as well as the deputy general
chairman of the AAPG International
Conference in Birmingham. David is
currently AAPG’s regional president
for Europe.

Together with Martin Jackson and
Sig Snelson he co-edited AAPG Mem-
oir 65, the classic and spectacular vol-
ume on salt tectonics for which they
received the Robert H. Dott, Sr., Me-
morial Award. In addition, he received
the AAPG Certificate of Merit and the
International Special Commendation
Award. In 1999 David was awarded
the Petroleum Medal of The Geological
Society.

As an outstanding teacher he has
taught many courses inside as well as
outside his company. He now is hold-
ing visiting professorships at the Royal
Holloway University, the Institut Fran-
çais du Pétrole School in Rueil Malmai-
son, and the Southhampton Oceanog-
raphy Center. David is also the founder
and editor in chief of Marine and Petro-

leum Geology, one of the finest journals
of our profession.

A list of all his achievements fails to
describe David Roberts the person, a
gentle listener but spirited debater, and
his great enthusiasm for geology and
exploration. He ever so swiftly recog-
nizes and evaluates the impact of new
data and new ideas to place them in
their proper global context. David is an
inspiring teacher and mentor. Most im-
portant, however, many of us are in-
deed thankful to have David and Robin
as our good friends.

Citation—To David G. Roberts for
celebrating regional geology and geo-
physics as the premier planning para-
digm in the worldwide search for hy-
drocarbons and for his enthusiastic,
always friendly and collegial,
professionalism.

Albert W. Bally

Response
Late last year I received a telephone

message asking me to call Marlan Dow-
ney. Inevitably I was away but on fi-
nally reaching Marlan I was totally
astonished to hear that I had been
named an Honorary Member. I thank
the Honors and Awards Committee
and Executive Committee for this very
singular honor. I particularly wish to
thank Bert Bally for being my biogra-
pher. Bert has been a great mentor over
many years, and he and Elaine are very
special friends.

I grew up in the middle of North
Wales, but my parents were obliged to
move to England when I was six—an
experience that proved interesting for a
non-English speaking boy. My first ex-
posure to geology was at the age of 12,
when I discovered a 5-pound piece of
millstone grit in my rucksack after a
15-mile hike. More seriously, I became
deeply interested in geology following a
hiking holiday in the high Austrian
Alps and subsequently read geology at
Manchester University. There, I had a
great fortune to take geology courses
under John Dewey, Jack Zussmann,
Bob Howie, and W. S. MacKenzie, who
(especially John) stimulated my interest

in regional geology and igneous rocks.
After graduating, I spent some months
mapping volcanoes in the West Indies,
discovering that this is not trivial in a
tropical rain forest in high-relief
mountains!

In 1965, I obtained a position at the
National Institute of Oceanography
(NIO), an institution lineally descended
from the pre-war “Discovery” expedi-
tions to the Antarctic. The timing was
fortunate. The geophysics group at
NIO worked closely with the Depart-
ment of Geophysics at Cambridge Uni-
versity, including Fred Vine and Drum-
mond Matthews who had just
published their seminal hypothesis on
oceanic magnetic anomalies. The stim-
ulus of plate tectonics also made this an
exciting time; however, continental
margins were then barely understood. I
was fortunate enough to be involved in
several early investigations of passive
margins using primitive airgun equip-
ment (my deaf ear is not Nelsonian but
is due to test firing airguns), thanks to
the encouragement of the late Sir
George Deacon and Henry Charnock
FRS as well as Arthur Stride. I can re-
call presenting some of these results at
the famous Geological Society of
America Penrose Conference on Passive
Margins on Continental Margins in
1972. There I met Bert Bally, Lucien
Montadert, Sig Snelson, Pete Vail, and
Joe Curray, among others, with whom I
worked closely as we later developed
passive margin drilling strategies
through our membership of the IPOD
Passive Margin Panel. Bert and Lucien
have been especially great friends and
colleagues since then. It was a pleasure
to work with Lucien and colleagues at
IFP on the Biscay and Rockall margins
and not least on the first detailed seis-
mic description of a passive margin in
1980–1981. During this period and for
some years later, Marcel Lemoine and
Pierre Charles de Graciansky provided
tangibility to seismic images through
field visits to the western Alps. Prior to
leaving the Institute, I was involved in
long-range sonar imaging of passive
margins, which provided a first insight
into the depositional processes now of
importance to deep-water exploration.
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I joined BP Exploration in 1981 as
head of the Basin Analysis Group with
the encouragement of David Jenkins
then chief geologist. It was very stimu-
lating to apply modern principles of ba-
sin analysis to frontier basin explora-
tion. Following a spell as deputy chief
geologist, I transferred to Houston in
1988. There, I had the privilege of
working on the first major phase of
deep-water exploration in the Gulf as
well as the pleasure of regular visits to
Bert at Rice and many colleagues in the
United States. Since returning to En-
gland in 1991, I have been actively in-
volved in a wide variety of exploration
worldwide.

Over the period of my career in the
oil industry, it has been a personal plea-
sure to be involved in the AAPG in
several capacities. I regard it as impor-
tant to return something via confer-
ences and work with the AAPG to the
community that has taught me so
much. Education and training are a
part of this, and I am fortunate to hold
visiting professorships at Royal Hollo-
way, IFP, and Southampton Oceanogra-
phy Centre, where I can work with col-
leagues such as Ken McClay, Lucien
Montadert, and their students. Thanks
too are especially due to Elsevier Sci-
ences for their strong support of Marine
and Petroleum Geology, which I have
the honor to edit.

I have attempted to mention some
of the people who have had a signifi-
cant influence on my life and career:
many more are not mentioned who de-
serve thanks. In conclusion, I especially
want to thank my wife Robin and
daughter Nicola for their love and sup-
port for my enthusiasm for geology.
Those who know me well will argue
that both are more deserving of this
award.

David G. Roberts

CARL J. SMITH
Honorary Member

Most people find it challenging to be
successful in one professional career.
Carl James Smith managed to do it in
two—geologist and naval officer.

Carl was born in Reading, Pennsyl-
vania on September 25, 1944. After
graduating from high school in 1962,
he enrolled at Albright College in
Reading to study engineering, transfer-
ring the next year to Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City, where he re-
ceived an A.B. degree in geology in
1967. That fall, he enrolled in graduate
school at Indiana University, receiving
an A.M. degree in economic geology
(coal specialty) in 1969.

The overriding word that sets Carl
apart is “honorable.” In all of his en-
deavors, he has served as a “leader with
honor.” When you view his history,
Carl has actually had two great and ef-
fective careers during the same time
many of us have lived and worked one.
More than 30 years ago he was explor-
ing for coal and mapping iron ore de-
posits in the northeast while still in col-
lege. Upon receiving his master’s
degree, he went to work for Gulf Oil
Corporation in the Gulf Coast, map-
ping prospects and sitting offshore
wells. Having participated in the Navy
Reserve Officers Training Corps pro-
gram as an undergraduate at Columbia,

he was commissioned an ensign upon
graduation, receiving the “Admiral Mil-
ton E. Miles Memorial Sword” for out-
standing leadership potential—an early
recognition of things to come.

While with Gulf Oil, he was called
to active duty and served more than
four years, primarily in the Military
Sealift Command, aboard ship and at
various bases around the world. Upon
his release from active duty in 1973, he
remained active in the Naval Reserve
until his retirement. By the time of the
“Desert Storm” operation in the Middle
East, Carl had attained the rank of cap-
tain. He was recalled to active duty and
assigned as Commander Military Sealift
Command Southwest Asia, serving in
Saudi Arabia for nearly one year. He
was the first reserve officer to serve in
such a capacity, managing the largest
sea-lift operation since WWII in return-
ing United States war materiel from the
Arabian Gulf area to the United States
and Europe. He has received many dec-
orations and citations for his service to
his country, including the Legion of
Merit.

In 1973, Carl joined the West Vir-
ginia Geology Survey as a coal geolo-
gist. The West Virginia Survey has a
long tradition of involvement in Associ-
ation affairs, beginning with its first di-
rector, I. C. White, who in 1882 pro-
mulgated the anticlinal theory of oil
and gas accumulation, and continuing
through the current director, Larry
Woodfork. In 1919–1920, White
served as AAPG’s third president. Carl
continued the tradition, joining AAPG
in 1984. He was promoted to Associate
State Geologist and Deputy Director of
the Survey in 1989.

His early involvement was with the
Eastern Section, where he held all
elected offices, culminating in the pres-
idency in 1988–1989. His AAPG activ-
ities were varied, but primarily cen-
tered on the Energy Minerals Division,
which offered a venue for his interest
in coal. He served as president in
1992–1993, having been notified of his
election by fax while on active duty in
the navy in Saudi Arabia. Carl was
elected vice president of the Associa-
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tion, serving on the executive commit-
tee in 1999–2000. One of his initiatives
while on the committee was the fur-
therance of the pre-college earth sci-
ence teachers’ program referred to as
K–12. His political skills, developed
during his work with the West Virginia
Survey, are now contributing to the ef-
forts by the Division of Professional Af-
fairs to convey the importance of re-
source development to the public and
to government officials.

Carl’s wife, Trudy, has been a strong
sustaining partner through his remark-
able career. They have two grown chil-
dren—Christopher, who is a geologist
working as a defense contractor in
Washington, D.C. and Valerie, who is a
health benefits coordinator. They also
have seven godchildren scattered from
England to Colorado and ranging in age
from 6 to 43 years old.

He is eminently qualified to join the
other distinguished Honorary Members
of the American Association of Petro-
leum Geologists!

Citation—To Carl J. Smith, in recog-
nition of his lifelong leadership roles,
which have spanned oil, gas, and coal
exploration; state geology; an outstand-
ing military career; and dedicated ser-
vice and commitment to AAPG.

C. R. Noll

Response
I want to thank my very good friend

Charles “Chuck” Noll for taking the
time to craft his kind words in my cita-
tion. We are both Pennsylvania expatri-
ates and that has certainly helped ce-
ment our close friendship over the
years. Yet, Chuck and I became friends
because we worked side by side for the
AAPG in a number of capacities. We
have always hit it off because we seem
to have similar motivation; i.e., a love
of geology and an appreciation that
AAPG has given true value to our lives.
He has motivated me, honored me
with his encouragement, and pleased
me with his remarks. I salute him!

I was so surprised and delighted to
hear that I was selected to be an AAPG
Honorary Member. A simple thank you

seems to be an understatement of how
I feel about receiving this auspicious
award, particularly as I look back at the
distinguished geologists who have re-
ceived honorary membership over the
years. I am in awe of what those emi-
nent scientists accomplished in both
their careers and for AAPG, and need-
less to say, I am extremely flattered to
be named an AAPG Honorary Member
and be among that group. To be part of
that tradition is thrilling, but also
humbling.

Without a doubt I appreciate that to
receive this award was only possible be-
cause many people took the time to en-
courage and/or mentor me over many
years. First and foremost is my wife
Trudy, whom I have known and loved
for nearly 40 years. She and our chil-
dren have put up with (actually en-
joyed I think) the swerving car to help
me have a better look at outcrops, the
frequent stops or treks to see the inter-
esting geology over the next hill, and
my more than 20 years involvement
with the AAPG. (Even during my early
career, Trudy was tolerant of my geol-
ogy escapades. She even had forbear-
ance when she was with me in 1969
when I almost drove the Gulf Oil
Company car into the water looking for
the Baroid dock and transport to an off-
shore rig. That’s a story she likes to re-
mind me of now and again – something
about the water lapping on the tires.)
All I can say is that she is the light of
my life and without her my geoscience
career would not have been so reward-
ing. (She even took a college geology
course—a good credential for an ele-
mentary school teacher—just to show
that she cared about me.) She has been
there since the start of my career and is
so intertwined in it. I thank her for her
lifelong support.

As is common, I too remember
some remarkable professors along the
way who initially swayed me from the
idea of being an engineer to becoming a
geologist—that was really a wonderful
gift. Ralph Holmes, the mineralogist,
and Rhodes Fairbridge, the sedimentol-
ogist, at Columbia University were the
first and foremost undergraduate pro-

fessors who gave me an insight into the
joy of geology, even in New York City.
From their first lectures, which seem
like yesterday, I never looked back to
any other career from the early 1960s
till now. In the same way, I have to
mention two graduate school professors
at Indiana University, Carl Beck and
Charlie Wier. From Carl Beck I learned
the value of instructing and passing ge-
ology onto others—that has been an
important life’s lesson. From Charlie
Wier I learned to appreciate geology re-
lated to fossil fuels, particularly coal
and the tough fieldwork that’s always
required to really obtain an understand-
ing of what the rocks are telling you.
He has been and will remain my best
and favorite mentor and long-term
friend. I can even credit him for my
current job. He pointed me in the right
direction to apply for a job at the West
Virginia Geological and Economic Sur-
vey as I was leaving active service with
the U.S. Navy in 1973. Thanks Charlie!

At the West Virginia Geological
Survey I am blessed with a cadre of
great colleagues of whom I am in awe.
They possess extraordinary scientific
knowledge, superb geological abilities,
and daily demonstrate their support for
the West Virginia Geological Survey
and its mission. These same colleagues
over the years have supported me as I
have participated in AAPG activities
and in Naval Reserve matters. Without
them my professional life would have
been less significant and my hat is off to
them for how they have enhanced me.
I thank them too.

I have to give credit to Larry D.
Woodfork, the West Virginia State Ge-
ologist, for opening my eyes to the
value of AAPG and ever encouraging
me to belong and participate in what-
ever way I chose. Twenty or more years
ago, Larry got me started in AAPG,
and I will always be grateful for his
continued support.

There are numerous others I would
like to thank for encouraging and help-
ing me. Although that list is fairly long,
I need to give special appreciation to
the late Bruno Hanson for his good ad-
vice and counsel. I need to recognize a
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true gentleman, Fred Dix, who had an-
swers about AAPG matters whenever I
needed to better understand the work-
ings of our Association. Finally, I need
to thank my good friend Sam Fried-
man, coal geologist from Oklahoma,
who has always lightened my spirits
and shown me by example how to be
dedicated to coal geoscience, AAPG,
and the principles of Energy Minerals
Division.

These folks I cited here and the
many others that are in my mind and
heart gave me the wherewithal to be an
active part of a dynamic science and an
equally dynamic association. They all
deserve my sincere gratitude and re-
spect, and that they have, and they will
always be part of whom I have become.
In anyone’s life there are many twists
and turns that propel someone to an
undetermined outcome. I was lucky
that I had so many friends, mentors,
and colleagues that gave of their hard-
earned insight to help me get to where
I am today—it’s a good place to be . . .
I dedicate this award to all of them.
Cheers!

Carl J. Smith

ROBERT C. MILICI
Michel T. Halbouty Human Needs Award

Bob began his distinguished career
in the geosciences as a geologist with

the Tennessee Division of Geology
(TDG), when in 1958 he began map-
ping the Sequatchie anticline, the west-
ernmost Alleghanian fold of the south-
ern Appalachians. George D. Swingle,
professor at the University of Tennes-
see, had recommended Bob to William
D. Hardeman, State Geologist, for the
project. Bob completed his initial map-
ping of the structure in time to receive
his Ph.D. from the University in 1960.
Soon after, he joined the Virginia Divi-
sion of Mineral Resources (DMR) in
Charlottesville as head of the Stratigra-
phy Section, where he compiled the
1963 Geologic Map of Virginia and
mapped low-rank metamorphic rocks
in the nearby Piedmont. He returned to
the Tennessee Division of Geology in
1960, where he continued his geologic
mapping and studies of the stratigra-
phy, depositional environments, and
geologic structure in the Paleozoic
strata of the Cumberland Plateau and
Valley and Ridge regions of eastern
Tennessee.

The first Arab oil embargo of 1973
influenced Bob greatly, so that he redi-
rected his research efforts from general
studies of Appalachian geology to those
that always addressed specific elements
of fossil fuels—coal and oil and gas. In
the mid-1970s, Bob teamed up with
Leonard Harris, U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS), who was working from the
east Tennessee office of the USGS on
regional studies of Appalachian geol-
ogy. Bob joined with Len to work on
the USGS Southern Appalachian Pro-
ject, a regional geologic study of the
hydrocarbon resources of the Appala-
chians. Bob and Anthony Statler
(TDG) also received funding from the
U.S. Department of Energy’s Morgan-
town Energy Technology Center
(METC) to participate in the Eastern
Gas Shale Project. Their proposal,
which was funded by METC, provided
funds to shoot the first publicly avail-
able seismic data that illustrated the
thin-skinned deformation of the Appa-
lachian thrust sheets, an issue that had
been long debated by John Rodgers
(Yale University) and B. N. Cooper
(Virginia Polytechnic Institute and

State University). In addition, METC
provided funds to drill and core the
Devonian shale source rocks in eastern
Tennessee, strata that are almost con-
tinuously covered by colluvium
throughout the areas in which they
would otherwise crop out. Bob wrote
and managed the contracts for the seis-
mic data gathering and for the drilling.
In mid shoot, Len Harris persuaded the
USGS to provide additional funds so
that the seismic line could be extended
entirely across the Valley and Ridge.
All of this was accomplished with
handshakes between Len and Bob and
Bob and the contractor (GSI). Almost
immediately, Amoco Production Cor-
poration shot over the TDG-USGS
lines and began working with Len and
Bob to gain an understanding of the
stratigraphy, potential reservoir, and
source rocks of the area. Their efforts
resulted in the discovery of the sub-
thrust Swan Creek field in eastern Ten-
nessee, a field that is under develop-
ment today (1997–2001).

Bob left Tennessee in 1979 to return
to Charlottesville, Virginia, this time as
the Virginia Commissioner of Mineral
Resources and State Geologist. As State
Geologist, Bob used the dollar value of
mineral resources to the Common-
wealth of Virginia to develop priorities
for the program, which then focused
on the geology of the Commonwealth’s
coal and oil and gas resources. During
ensuing years, the Division completely
mapped all of the many geologic quad-
rangles in the southwestern Virginia
coalfields remaining to be mapped and,
in cooperation with the USGS, devel-
oped extensive digital databases for en-
ergy and mineral resource commodi-
ties. Bob became especially interested
in the geology of coal-mine roof falls,
when in response to mining deaths in
the Commonwealth of Virginia, the
Virginia press severely criticized the
chief mine inspector. Bob knew that
the geology peculiar to the region, not
lack of inspection, was the cause of the
deaths. With funds from the Appala-
chian Regional Commission, and with
the assistance of professors and stu-
dents in the Department of Mining and
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Minerals Engineering at Virginia Tech,
Bob and Tom Gathright (DMR) orga-
nized and trained teams of geologists to
map underground coal mines and to
describe and characterize the geologic
features that predisposed mine roofs to
be unstable. This work led to the publi-
cation of training manuals and numer-
ous safety presentations for mining
groups in southwestern Virginia. Also,
while with the Division, Bob worked
with Kenneth Bayer (USGS), funded
by the U.S. Minerals Management Ser-
vice, to interpret and publish geological
interpretations of the seismic lines on
the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf
offshore of Virginia. With Wallace de
Witt, Jr. (USGS), Bob compiled articles
on the stratigraphy and energy re-
sources of the Appalachian basin for
the Geological Society of America’s
Decade of North America.

Bob joined the USGS, first as chief
of the Branch of Sedimentary Processes
and then as chief of the Branch of Coal
Geology, in Denver, Colorado. While in
Denver, Bob began working with the
Branch of Petroleum Geology on the
1995 oil and gas assessment of the
United States, and he assisted Bob Ry-
der with the assessment of the Appala-
chian region. Jack Medlin and Christo-
pher Wnuk introduced Bob to
geological studies in south Asia, where
the USGS was about to begin a multi-
year cooperative study with the Geo-
logical Survey of India (GSI) on the
coking coal resources of the Sohagpur
coalfield in Madhya Pradesh. Bob and
Peter Warwick are currently complet-
ing the final report on the project to-
gether with GSI scientists. More re-
cently, Bob conducted an assessment of
the oil and gas resources of Ganges-
Brahmaputra delta in western India,
Bangladesh, and a part of adjacent
Myanmar for the World Energy Pro-
gram, led by Tom Ahlbrandt. This as-
sessment was based on published geo-
logical studies and proprietary
databases purchased by the USGS.
Subsequently, U.S. Ambassador John
Holtzman offered the services of the
USGS to the government of Bangla-
desh. Bob assumed the leadership of

the project and, working with others on
the USGS World Energy Team, has co-
operated with Bangladeshi government
scientists and engineers, as well as with
interested international oil companies,
to conduct a detailed assessment of the
gas resources of Bangladesh. This as-
sessment will be the cornerstone of an
economic analysis that will allow the
government of Bangladesh to formulate
government policy on the export of gas
to international markets in south Asia.

Citation—To Robert C. Milici for a
career of selfless service to the geosci-
ences, including assisting countries of
the Indian subcontinent in the rational
development of coal, oil and gas
reserves.

Harold Gluskoter

Response
I would like to thank my friends, as-

sociates, and peers at AAPG for honor-
ing me with the Michel T. Halbouty
Human Needs Award. In my career as
a geologist, I have had the opportunity
to spend many years as a field geologist
for the Tennessee Division of Geology,
then in management as the Virginia
Commissioner of Mineral Resources
and State Geologist, and currently as a
research geologist with the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey. Each of these assign-
ments has provided me with unique
opportunities to work as a geologist in
areas that were not only intellectually
interesting and challenging but pro-
vided me the opportunity to apply my
geological efforts to the needs of our
society. I am basically an Appalachian
stratigrapher, and as a field geologist I
quickly became a jack-of-all-trades and
master of none. My interests have
ranged from tectonics to physiography,
from geophysics to mineral resources.

The reality of the oil embargo of
1973 forced me to accept the idea that
for evermore there would be a signifi-
cant need for energy resource studies. I
turned my mapping efforts toward the
quadrangles of the Tennessee coalfields,
where there was at least a little oil and
gas. I developed interests in the stratig-
raphy and depositional environments of

coal-bearing Carboniferous rocks and
had the opportunity of working with
John Ferm and his students who were
at the several universities where John
was employed. Len Harris, Wally de
Witt, and John Roen provided me the
opportunity to work cooperatively with
the U.S. Geological Survey on regional
studies related to the hydrocarbon re-
sources of the Appalachian basin.

I had the happy opportunity to join
the USGS in 1992, first as the chief of
the Branch of Sedimentary Processes,
then as the chief of the Branch of Coal
Geology in Denver, Colorado, and
more recently as a research geologist in
the Energy Resources Program in Res-
ton, Virginia. While in Denver as a
branch chief, I worked with Bob Ryder,
then in the USGS Branch of Oil and
Gas Resources, as a contributor to the
Appalachian part of the 1995 oil and
gas assessment. Next, under the leader-
ship of Doug Patchen and John Roen, I
contributed to the DOE-funded Appa-
lachian Gas Atlas. With this additional
background in coal geology and hydro-
carbon assessment, I first began to work
in south Asia with our counterparts in
the Coal Wing of the Geological Sur-
vey of India (GSI) as part of a team to
study the geology and coking coal re-
sources of the Soghapur coal field in
Madhya Pradesh, central India. The
purpose of the Sohagpur coalfield pro-
ject, which was subsequently joined by
Peter Warwick, was to determine the
geological conditions that controlled
the distribution of coking coal within
the coalfield. The project involved re-
gional geological mapping and strati-
graphic studies within the coalfield, as
well as studies of the coal beds and
depositional environments of the
Gondwana (Permian) stratigraphic
units. Basic geological data were com-
bined with analytical data from coal
beds in the Sohagpur coalfield to deter-
mine the geothermal history of the ba-
sin, and ultimately to devise an explo-
ration rational for coking coal, which is
in short supply in India. In addition, we
provided basic information on explora-
tion methods for coalbed methane to
our associates within GSI.
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In the meantime, I had been work-
ing on a hydrocarbon assessment of
Bangladesh with Craig Wandrey for
Tom Ahlbrandt’s World Energy Project,
when the then U.S. Ambassador to
Bangladesh, John Holtzman, offered
the services of the USGS to the govern-
ment of Bangladesh to conduct a gas
assessment of the country. My earlier
study had been general in nature and
based upon the published geological lit-
erature and a proprietary database that
the USGS had purchased from Petro-
consultants. The new study was to be
in much more detail, with proprietary
data and consultations supplied by the
international oil companies and the na-
tional oil company of Bangladesh, Pe-
trobangla. The project was to be
funded by the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development through the U.S.
Department of Energy to several sub-
contractors, including USGS. As a pre-
lude to the assessment, I was invited to
Dhaka, Bangladesh, in May 1999 to
participate in the Second Petroleum
Engineering conference, sponsored by
Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology, where, under the tute-
lage of Emil Attanasi, I made a presen-
tation on the phenomenon of field
growth. The following year the govern-
ment of Bangladesh organized a team
of geologists, geochemists, and an engi-
neer to work with the USGS’s World
Energy Program to conduct a gas as-
sessment of Bangladesh. Craig Wandrey
and I have traveled together with the
Bangladeshis in the United States,
where they received training in Reston
and Denver on world energy methodol-
ogy, and in Houston, where we had the
opportunity to view the latest in explo-
ration and drilling technology, pre-
sented by Unocal, Halliburton, and
Shell. Later in the year, we returned to
Bangladesh for several weeks to work
with the Bangladesh team and to edu-
cate ourselves on the geology and hy-
drocarbon potential of the region. The
team returned to the USGS in January
2001 to conduct the assessment with
USGS World Energy personnel. The
project is ongoing, and when com-
pleted will provide the government of

Bangladesh a basis for developing pol-
icy on the utilization of Bangladesh
natural gas.

My first visit to south Asia was in
1994, to both India and Bangladesh,
where we developed our contacts and
personal relationships with scientists in
the Geological Survey of India and the
Geological Survey of Bangladesh. These
gentlemen have become our friends as
well as our professional associates, and
my only regret is that I had not trav-
eled to that part of the world many
years before. My view of the world has
changed greatly because of these expe-
riences. As those of you who travel in-
ternationally know, the United States is
a fantasyland when compared to the re-
alities of other countries where re-
sources are limited and people are
abundant.

Robert C. Milici

JOHN WARVELLE HARBAUGH
Distinguished Educator Award

John Warvelle Harbaugh was born
August 6, 1926, in Madison, Wiscon-
sin, the eldest of five children; John’s
mother was an artist and his father a
mining engineer. His early childhood
was spent in Wisconsin, Oklahoma,
and Ohio. John graduated from Hud-
son (Ohio) High School in 1944, en-

tered the U.S. Navy’s V-12 program,
and was assigned to Denison University,
later being transferred to the University
of Kansas (KU). Trips with his father
during his adolescence to places of geo-
logical interest kindled a desire to know
more about these features and com-
bined with a love of the outdoors natu-
rally led to his eventual decision to be-
come a geologist.

This love of nature and the outdoors
was reinforced after taking a beginning
geology course from Lowell Laudon,
the geology spellbinder, in the spring
semester of 1946. On discharge from
the Navy in that year, he declared a
major of geology and that summer at-
tended the KU geology field camp at
Canon City, Colorado. Graduating
from KU in 1948, and because of his
interest in botany and chemistry and
familiarity with the tri-state mining dis-
trict, he elected to work on a geobotan-
ical project with Bob Dreyer for his
master’s thesis. This work resulted in
his first publication “Biogeochemical
Prospecting in the Tri-State Zinc and
Lead District,” which appeared in Eco-
nomic Geology in 1950.

Upon receiving his master’s degree
in the early winter of 1950, he ac-
cepted a position with the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey (USGS) in Denver,
where he was to work in the Geochem-
ical Prospecting Section on uranium oc-
currences in western Colorado and
eastern Utah. After a short stint with
the USGS, John resigned and sought a
job in industry. He obtained a position
with Carter Oil Company and was
promptly sent to Shreveport, Louisiana,
later to be transferred to Tulsa, Okla-
homa. While with Carter, John became
interested in carbonates.

John took a leave from Carter to ob-
tain a Ph.D. at the University of Wis-
consin, where Lowell Laudon had mi-
grated from KU. After a reconnaissance
of the Klamath region of northern Cali-
fornia, he decided to work on the Per-
mian McCloud Limestone. John ob-
tained his Ph.D. in the spring of 1955
with a dissertation on the “Geology of
the Shasta Lake Area of Northern Cali-
fornia” and accepted a temporary
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teaching position at Stanford Univer-
sity, resigning his position with Carter
Oil Company. In 1958 John accepted
an offer to study the Pennsylvanian ma-
rine banks in southeastern Kansas for
the Kansas Geological Survey; this
started his a longtime association with
the Survey. Three classic papers on the
marine banks resulted from this work
and the now famous Kansas Geological
Society’s 27th Field Conference of
1962 and follow-up trip for GSA in
1965. In the meantime, John had been
given tenure at Stanford and promoted
to associate professor in 1961 and full
professor in 1965.

Teachers are unique; they have to
combine curiosity and know-how with
patience, persistence, and perseverance;
they lead by example; they have to mo-
tivate. John Harbaugh is one of these
unique and special people. Through the
years his teaching interests changed
from petroleum geology and historical
geology to risk analysis in oil explora-
tion and computer applications in geol-
ogy. He explored teaching cross-
disciplinary courses—one with a lawyer
and another with an archeologist—and
his courses all had a practical bent. He
insisted his students be grounded not
only in the fundamentals of their disci-
pline but have expertise in mathemat-
ics, statistics, and computer science and
especially be able to express themselves
orally and in writing. He is understand-
ing and knowledgeable—a great combi-
nation for a teacher.

Students were attracted to his pro-
gram from all over the world and in
turn John ventured all over the world
in search of new ideas, visiting, lectur-
ing, and consulting in 55 countries on
the 7 continents. He has supervised 55
master’s and Ph.D. candidates, many
who have gone on to receive recogni-
tion in their own right and, in addition,
hosted numerous postdoctoral students
and visitors. He was successful in at-
tracting outside support for his research
into process simulation and modeling,
both from the petroleum industry and
government agencies. He has published
more than 75 scientific articles and
books. His latest interests are in chaotic

behavior and returning to the field for a
study of the geomorphic evolution of
the present topographic surface in
Kansas.

In addition to his teaching responsi-
bilities and research, John tried several
administrative positions including the
chairmanship of the Geology Depart-
ment (1968–1972) and chairman of the
American Geological Institute geology
curriculum program. He was active in
service work as well, especially for the
AAPG. He chaired the Membership
Committee for several years and later
the Computer Applications Commit-
tee. He served on the editorial boards
of the AAPG Bulletin and Geobyte. He
ran successfully for vice president of
AAPG in 1989–1990, and was a candi-
date for president-elect in 1996–1997.
For three years he was chairman of the
U.S. National Committee for the Inter-
national Geological Correlation Pro-
gram. He served in several capacities
for the International Association for
Mathematical Geology, SEPM, and
Geological Society of America, on nu-
merous government boards and panels,
and many university committees.

John has been active in consulting
(including Petroleos Mexicanos,
Southern California Edison, Petrobras,
ARCO, Humble, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, Bureau of Land Man-
agement, and Interior as well as the
Norwegian Institute of Technology),
served as an expert witness, taught
short courses, and explored for oil and
gas.

For his contributions, he has been
recognized by his alma mater with the
Haworth Distinguished Alumni Award
(1968), the A. I. Levorsen Memorial
Award of the AAPG Pacific Section
(1971), the William Christian Krum-
bein Medal from the International As-
sociation for Mathematical Geology
(1986), the AAPG Distinguished Ser-
vice Award (1987), the Stanford Asso-
ciates Award (1995), and the AAPG
Pacific Section Outstanding Teaching
Award (1999).

In 1951, John married Josephine
Taylor in Nowata, Oklahoma, and they
had three sons: Robert, a neurologist in

Santa Barbara, California; Dwight, a
geologist in Reno, Nevada; and Rich-
ard, a contractor in Redwood City,
California. He has three grandchildren.
Josephine died of lupus in 1985 and
last year in 2000, John married Audrey
Wegst in Fairway, Kansas. Audrey
shares John’s interest in nature and
travel, and together they have been
seeing the world.

Outstanding teachers are few, but
John’s ideals and philosophy are pro-
mulgated by and through his students.
This recognition, by the AAPG, of its
Distinguished Educator Award to John
Harbaugh, is a well-deserved honor to a
dedicated scientist and educator.

Citation—To John W. Harbaugh, a
dedicated and inspirational teacher
with vision to the future, a champion
of higher education, and a pioneer in
process simulation and modeler deluxe.

Dan Merriam

Response
I deeply appreciate receiving the

AAPG Distinguished Educator Award,
and I also appreciate the citation pre-
pared by my old friend and geological
colleague, Dan Merriam.

Looking back over my career in edu-
cation and geology, it has been an inter-
esting half-century of experience that is
still unfolding. When I began as a geol-
ogy student in 1946 at the University
of Kansas, I didn’t have a specific voca-
tion within geology in mind, although I
liked field geology and working in the
Rocky Mountain west in particular. For
a while I thought I’d like to work in
mining exploration, and I did work in
“biogeochemical” prospecting for lead
and zinc, and then for uranium, in the
late 1940s and in 1950.

Soon after that I went to work in
the oil industry, for the old Carter Oil
Company, whose headquarters were in
Tulsa. Initially I worked in Shreveport,
where I worked on several prospects in
Louisiana and Mississippi, and even did
some field mapping involving coal-seam
elevations as a guide to subsurface
structure in Alabama. While in Shreve-
port, I had the good fortune to have



1302 Association Roundtable

Tom Philpott as a boss. He was very
enthusiastic and I learned a great deal
from him about using geology in oil ex-
ploration. One shrewd bit of advice
sticks in my mind. He said, “John,
when you present your prospect to
management, make a big cross section
and color it red.” It worked, and I’ve
followed his advice ever since.

After several years with Carter, I de-
cided to take leave from the company
to pursue a Ph.D. I’d been transferred
to Tulsa in the meantime, and the Tulsa
staff granted my request. I’d been in
contact with Lowell Laudon at the
University of Wisconsin, whom I knew
from KU days, and he offered me a
scholarship at Wisconsin (in Madison).
I accepted it and with my wife Jose-
phine and one-year-old son Robert
moved to Madison. It was a good expe-
rience at Madison, and Lowell was a
fine man to work with.

While still in Madison, another fac-
ulty member that I also knew well,
Lewis Cline, told me of an academic
position at Stanford University, and
suggested that I apply for it. I hadn’t
thought much about an academic ca-
reer, because after all I was an “industry
type.” But I applied anyway, and got
the job, beginning in the fall of 1955.
Initially it was a one-year appointment
as an acting assistant professor, which is
about as tenuous as it gets, but we de-
cided to take the risk and I accepted,
resigning from Carter.

Stanford was a new world for me.
We enjoyed living in the vicinity, and
while Stanford was big-league academi-
cally, it was also a “soft-shoe” cordial
place as well. They liked field geology
also at Stanford. When I arrived at
Stanford, I had the good fortune to
take on some consulting work for
Humble Oil and Refining Company
that involved field geology in the Klam-
ath region in northern California as
well as in eastern Oregon. In the mid-
1950s academics had to find support in
industry—there wasn’t yet a National
Science Foundation. Of course I also
taught courses at Stanford. Happily, I
could involve some of my students in
fieldwork for Humble. It was a good
admixture of academia and industry.

In those early years at Stanford, and
for that matter all through the nearly
46 years I’ve been at Stanford, the
greatest benefit that I’ve had as an edu-
cator has been to have so many excel-
lent students. Of the 55 or so for
whom I’ve supervised their master’s or
Ph.D. dissertations, the opportunity to
work closely with many of them has
been a source of immense satisfaction
for me. Hopefully, it’s been a mutually
beneficial experience. I know that I’ve
learned a great deal from them, and in
the process, collectively we produced
many publications in which we shared
the authorship.

In fact, getting students involved in
research has been an element in virtu-
ally all my academic work, including
the courses I’ve taught. Most students
like to be involved. They often become
very enthusiastic about their individual
projects—even small research projects
undertaken as a part of an introductory
class.

In 1958, Dan Merriam invited me
to work as an intermittent consultant at
the Kansas Geological Survey, initially
doing fieldwork on Pennsylvanian car-
bonates in southeast Kansas. While the
pay wasn’t all that grand, it was great
opportunity to work with Dan and his
colleagues. It was exciting and reward-
ing work, and it led to some key publi-
cations for me. The affiliation with the
Kansas Survey has gone on for years,
and continues even today. Many of my
Stanford students got to know the Sur-
vey well, and participated in various
joint research projects that linked Stan-
ford and the Kansas Survey.

In dealing with my students, I’ve al-
ways stressed that they need to express
themselves clearly in writing. I guess
I’m old fashioned, but this has led to a
great deal of one-on-one interaction in
which we would pass manuscripts back
and forth in various stages of editorial
improvement. I know that some found
the seemingly interminable writing and
rewriting to be very tedious, but many
have told me afterward that the train-
ing in writing was one of the most
valuable experiences they had as
students.

Now that I’m emeritus, I reflect on
my academic years with considerable
satisfaction, and I appreciate to an even
greater degree that what really counts
are the students. And, oh yes, I still tell
them to make big graphic presentations
and color their prospects red!

John W. Harbaugh

CLYDE H. MOORE
Distinguished Educator Award

Widely renowned as a leading au-
thority on the sedimentology and dia-
genesis of carbonates, Clyde H. Moore,
Jr. is better known to a generation of
students as an inspiring teacher, a skill-
ful interpreter and transmitter of geo-
logical concepts, an enthusiastic co-
researcher, an occasional stern
taskmaster, a wise counselor, and a val-
ued friend.

Born in Jacksonville, Florida, but
most assuredly a native of New Or-
leans, Clyde gravitated toward geology
from an early age. He majored in geol-
ogy at Louisiana State University
(LSU) in Baton Rouge, later to become
his home for much of his career. After
graduating from LSU in 1955, Clyde
rounded out his formal geological edu-
cation with admirable dispatch, earning
both M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of Texas within four years.
By contrast, his informal geologic edu-
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cation has taken slightly longer, inas-
much as it continues to the present.
For example, Clyde’s dissertation re-
search formed the beginning of a long
and fruitful investigation of the Creta-
ceous carbonates of central Texas,
which he has continued to this day.

The ink had scarcely dried on his
Ph.D. diploma before Clyde plunged
into his professional career, accepting a
position as a research geologist with
Shell Development in Houston in
1961. In five years with Shell, Clyde
demonstrated his flair for fieldwork, for
rapid assimilation of large data sets, and
for conceptualizing in diverse geologic
fields, from central Texas to the Atlan-
tic and Pacific coasts. And to top it off,
he showed an aptitude and developed a
desire for teaching.

Consequently—and happily for the
next generation of geology students—in
1966 Clyde left Shell to accept an invi-
tation to return to his first alma mater
as an assistant professor of geology.
Early on, young Dr. Moore’s students
appreciated that their new professor
possessed a remarkable ability to trans-
mit his own infectious enthusiasm for
his subject matter, garnering their rapt
attention. Clyde’s encyclopedic knowl-
edge of his subject matter combined
with his encouragement of student par-
ticipation to produce a bumper crop of
budding young geologists. His efforts
earned Clyde a full professorship in
1975, a position he held for the next
21 years.

For his lectures, Clyde’s prepara-
tions are meticulous and his presenta-
tion skills finely honed. Clyde never de-
livers the same lecture twice: his talks
are always extemporaneously tailored
to elicit the optimum degree of audi-
ence participation. Still, that decep-
tively easy-going style can turn in a
flash to an intimidating authoritative
presence if a class has shirked its assign-
ments. Clyde’s courses have always had
the dual reputation of being simulta-
neously the most demanding and the
most popular in the department. As an
advisor, Clyde deftly steers his students
toward a fuller understanding of their
subjects by careful and thoughtful re-

view, and standing ready to lend a hand
through dialogue. No mentor could be
more demanding and helpful simulta-
neously, or set a better example of rig-
orous pursuit of research.

In 1995, Clyde accepted a research
professorship with the Department of
Geology and Geological Engineering at
the Colorado School of Mines, and
shortly thereafter became a professor
emeritus at LSU. Evidently, judging
from Clyde’s current activity level,
emeritus status carries no connotations
of retirement or even slowing down.

The majority of the graduate stu-
dents who have studied under Clyde’s
tutelage have concentrated on aspects
of carbonate deposition or diagenesis.
They have explored and expanded the
range of Clyde’s own interests, which
have encompassed modern carbonate
depositional environments, ancient and
modern reefs, diagenetic realms and
porosity evolution in carbonates, dolo-
mitization, the geochemistry of subsur-
face fluids, sequence stratigraphy, and
other subjects. At LSU and Mines,
Clyde has served as major advisor to 44
master’s degree recipients and 15 doc-
toral graduates. He continues to serve
on several Ph.D. committees at both
universities.

During his teaching tenure, Clyde’s
researches have become inextricably
woven into the fabric of his teaching,
and vice versa. His research record is
formidable both for its quantity—9
books authored, co-authored or edited;
more than 50 professional publications
authored or co-authored; plus innumer-
able presentations and invited papers at
universities, symposia, geologic socie-
ties, and research laboratories—and for
the breadth of its subject matters. Since
1967, he has served as principal investi-
gator for numerous grants and contracts
and as chief scientist on four research
cruises. While at LSU Clyde initiated
the establishment of the Basin Research
Institute and founded the Applied Car-
bonate Research Program, serving as
first director of each. Both programs
promote the research efforts of promis-
ing young geoscientists and graduate
students through stable funding and in-
teraction with professional affiliates.

Clyde’s dedication to teaching has
extended well beyond the standard uni-
versity setting. For the benefit of
AAPG, other geological societies, and
industrial associates, Clyde has con-
ducted field trips and field seminars in
Texas, Louisiana, Florida and the Ca-
ribbean, and Wyoming, plus short
courses and workshops on a wide spec-
trum of geologic topics, across the
country and around the globe.

Moreover, his devotion to teaching
has been paralleled by exemplary ser-
vice to our profession. Within the
AAPG, Clyde has served on the Educa-
tion Committee (1975–1983, including
one term as chairman), as well as the
committees on membership (1976–
1978) and research (1980–1983). He
has also been an AAPG Distinguished
Lecturer. He contributed in great mea-
sure as a member of the LSU faculty,
serving on numerous councils, commit-
tees, and advisory boards.

In the wake of such an illustrious ca-
reer, it should come as no surprise that
Clyde has garnered his share of well-
deserved recognition. In 1992, the Gulf
Coast Association of Geological Socie-
ties named him an Outstanding Educa-
tor. In 1994, LSU’s College of Science
cited him for Excellence in Graduate
Teaching, and the following year, Clyde
had the signal honor of being named
recipient of LSU’s Distinguished Teach-
ing Award for 1995.

At LSU, at Mines, on field trips, and
in seminars around the world, thou-
sands of students and professional geol-
ogists have experienced and benefited
from Clyde’s instructional skills and
broad expertise over the course of his
distinguished career. To those of us for-
tunate enough to have had Clyde as
our advisor, he has been more than a
teacher or even a mentor; Clyde Moore
has been an example to be emulated
and a trusted friend.

Citation—To Clyde H. Moore, for
his successful cultivation of understand-
ing and appreciation of geology in stu-
dents and colleagues, through his dedi-
cation to excellence in teaching.

Bill Wade
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Response
I am deeply honored and ap-

preciative to be named an AAPG
Distinguished Educator in this first year
of the new millennium. Special thanks
to John Haun for the nomination, and
to Bill Wade for his kind, but some-
what exaggerated, biography.

It is particularly sweet for me be-
cause this award was first proposed and
continues to be funded by Grover E.
Murray, a longtime hero of mine from
my Louisiana State University (LSU)
student days—regardless of the fact
that he gave me my first and only “C”
in geology! We’ve come a long way,
Grover.

How does a New Orleans boy be-
come obsessed with geology, rocks, and
most particularly carbonates? I spent
my early childhood on a gravel street in
the blue-collar suburbs of Jefferson Par-
ish. That gravel came from Arkansas
and had a beautiful suite of Ordovician
fossils imbedded in limestones, dolo-
mites, and cherts—I was hooked and
didn’t even know it!

Anyone who has read the Confeder-
acy of Dunces would know how I felt
during that first trip up to Baton Rouge
and LSU—a stranger in a foreign land.
As I was signing up for the usual hash
of freshman courses designed to sepa-
rate the wheat from the chaff, I was
told that I should take geology since I
was interested in petroleum engineer-
ing (honestly).

In that first week of classes, when I
took a seat in the geology auditorium in
a building built by FDR’s WPA and was
mesmerized by H. V. Howe talking
about the geology of an obscure island
in the Russian arctic, I knew that I had
found a home. Little did I realize that
most of my professional career would
be happily spent in an office less than
10 yards from that dusty old audito-
rium and that I would teach literally
thousands of students from that same
podium.

During my undergraduate years at
LSU, C. O. Durham introduced me to
stratigraphy, the joys of fieldwork and
most particularly the Cretaceous of
Texas. Later, Clarence was responsible

for my returning to LSU as a staff
member. I am in your debt, Clay.

My graduate tenure at the Univer-
sity of Texas was the most exciting and
influential period of my early profes-
sional life. The faculty led by Sam Elli-
son was a positive, cohesive force that
demanded excellence and hard work
from their students in an atmosphere of
mutual respect, support, and family.
That faculty, and particularly the genius
of Bob Folk, as a scientist and as the
best teacher that I have ever encoun-
tered, has long been the unattainable
standard that I have set in my own
teaching career.

I was particularly fortunate to spend
five years with Shell Development just
out of graduate school during that orga-
nization’s “golden era.” For me, it was
an opportunity for growth as a scientist
in an unbelievably stimulating atmo-
sphere. Bob Ginsburg taught me about
vision and passion for science while
Frank Lozo gave me a work ethic and
passion for excellence. Those lessons
have stood me in good stead through-
out my career.

Although these individuals and insti-
tutions had a tremendous influence on
my early development as a scientist and
teacher, there is no doubt that the stu-
dents that I have had the privilege to
teach, supervise, and in some cases
adopt as family have had an enormous
impact on me personally and
professionally.

There was an early Cretaceous
phase during which we cleaned up un-
finished business from my Texas and
Shell days. I showed the students a few
outcrops, some places for good barbe-
cue and cold beer, and they ultimately
led me to the best outcrops and new
approaches to this classic carbonate se-
quence. Their efforts were ultimately
responsible for my AAPG field seminar
in central Texas, which has seen some
27 iterations.

This was followed by a long, in-
tense, but happy immersion in the
warm seas of the Caribbean and Florida
Keys. Together with my students, we
learned something of the impact that

organisms had on sediments, sedimen-
tation, and diagenesis. We learned
about submarines, dive tables, and ex-
plosives; I earned the moniker “Clyde
Clionid;” and we invented the killer
rum punch of Discovery Bay. Here we
realized that we were dealing with a
chemically reactive system that could
entrap an unsuspecting geologist in
beach rock if he didn’t walk fast
enough. There followed observation
wells, artificial substrates, and long
hours in the geochemistry, isotope, and
microprobe labs interspersed with
quick but pleasant collecting trips to
palm-fringed beaches.

My personal epiphany came when
Cal Badon wanted to start a subsurface
study of the Jurassic Smackover for his
dissertation. What followed were some
15 years of agony and ecstasy in the
company of a group of great students, a
number of consummate characters,
some directly from the pages of Con-
federacy of Dunces, and a long-term re-
lationship with the oil industry that
continues today. We all learned about
science, teaching, crawfish, good cham-
pagne, bad beer, politics, sponging for
petrobucks, and most of all about
ourselves—we were, and remain, fam-
ily. This early industrial associates pro-
gram funded the research of dozens of
top-notch students and helped equip
the labs of LSU with modern equip-
ment. But best of all, it brought some
of the brightest minds of the petroleum
industry into contact with students
during their formative years and
showed them how it was done.

Today, my teaching continues in the
arena of industrial education. The po-
dium is different and is often located in
unusual and exotic places. Although
the students are a bit older and often
have strange accents, as do I, the intel-
lectual and social exchanges and oppor-
tunity for personal growth are every bit
as stimulating.

I can truthfully say that if I had the
opportunity to start again as a fresh
Ph.D. just out of school that I would
do it all over again and not change a
thing—it has been and continues to be
a blast!
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I accept this award humbly, but
with great joy knowing that each and
every student of mine shares in this
great honor.

Clyde H. Moore

CHARLES R. STELCK
Distinguished Educator Award

The AAPG Distinguished Educator
Award is given in recognition of distin-
guished and outstanding contributions
to geological education. The recipient
of the 2001 award is Charles Richard
Stelck of the Department of Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences, University of
Alberta, a renowned Canadian paleon-
tologist and stratigrapher, who has
served the petroleum industry with dis-
tinction throughout his long profes-
sional career. The award is in recogni-
tion of his dedication and passion for
the teaching of geology and his pio-
neering work on unraveling the stratig-
raphy of the Western Canada sedimen-
tary basin.

Charlie began his association with
the University of Alberta in 1934,
where he received his B.Sc. degree in
1937 and his M.Sc. degree in 1941.
Here he came in contact with Percival
S. Warren, who became his role model
and dear friend until Warren’s death in
1970. For the next 15 years Charlie

was involved in detailed mapping and
exploration for a number of agencies:
the Geological Survey of Canada (up-
per Peace River area); the Mining Cor-
poration (in the Yellowknife area); Be-
nedum and Trees (in the Pouce Coupe
area); the British Columbia Depart-
ment of Mines (the Pine River area);
the United States Government (the
wartime Canol project in the Macken-
zie district and North Yukon); Imperial
Oil (as an explorationist in the Foot-
hills area), and as a consultant (in the
Fort St. John area). Shortly after marry-
ing Frances (nee MacDowell) in 1945,
Charlie went to Stanford to write a dis-
sertation on micropaleontology, as me-
gafossils seemed lacking in critical Cre-
taceous strata in Alberta. He graduated
with his Ph.D. from Stanford in 1950
and returned to the University of Al-
berta, where he had been hired as a
lecturer in 1946. Charlie has remained
at the University ever since rising
through the ranks to his present rank as
emeritus professor. Counting his under-
graduate years, Charlie has been associ-
ated with the University of Alberta
since 1934, some 65 years of dedicated
service.

Charlie Stelck represents a near
ideal fusion of teacher, researcher, and
professional geologist, and for the past
50 years he has stood as the perfect
role model for the generations of stu-
dents who have had the honor of being
taught by him. Charlie possesses all the
attributes of an outstanding teacher. He
is well spoken and animated, knowl-
edgeable and well prepared, patient
and understanding. He represents a
true mentor to the many undergraduate
and graduate students that he has come
in contact with. The list of the 44
M.Sc. and nine Ph.D. students he has
supervised reads like a Who’s Who of
the petroleum industry. He encouraged
high standards of performance from his
students, but his door has always been
open and he is always available for ad-
vice. The quality of their work was a
subject that Charlie took quiet pride in.
He got particular pleasure in seeing his
students grow not only as scientists but
also as individuals. Charlie Stelck is

noted for his humanity, integrity, en-
thusiasm, and accessibility. His students
know him as a dynamic and colorful
lecturer and a compassionate counselor.
For many years he has been the chief
steward of the Earth Science Ring
Group and was the author of their
moving initiation ritual.

Charlie also displays all the out-
standing attributes of a research scien-
tist. He is careful and critical in his ob-
servations, accurate and meticulous in
his descriptions, and perceptive in his
interpretations. Along with his greatly
respected mentor, Percival S. Warren,
he was the first to bring stratigraphic
order to the Devonian system in west-
ern Canada. He introduced systematic
study of sequential benthic foraminif-
eral faunas in the Cretaceous and dem-
onstrated their value not only in bio-
stratigraphy but also in paleoecology.
He introduced palynology to western
Canada and saw it develop into one of
the most successful and widely used
branches of paleontology in elucidating
stratigraphic relationships among Cre-
taceous rocks of nonmarine origin.
These studies provided numerous oil
companies with a sound biostrati-
graphic basis for exploration programs
and established the geological setting of
some of the most important oil fields in
Alberta.

His personal success as an oil and
gas discoverer bears witness to his
broadly based approach to the pros-
pecting for fossil fuels. From his pio-
neering fieldwork on the wartime
Canol Project in the Norman Wells and
Upper Peel River areas of the North-
west Territories to his discovery of the
Fort St. John gas field and the Pouce
Coupe gas field, Charlie has demon-
strated the value of a thorough investi-
gation of stratigrahic facies, paleogeog-
raphy, and biostratigraphy in
hydrocarbon exploration and exploita-
tion. As a consulting professional geolo-
gist Charlie has been registered with
APEGGA (Association of Professional
Engineers, Geologists and Geophysi-
cists of Alberta) since 1942 and has
been one of its most staunch
supporters.
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Since his retirement in 1982, Char-
lie has remained extremely active in
the geologic profession, especially in his
role as professor emeritus in the De-
partment of Earth and Atmospheric
Science. He provides his time and in-
valuable advice and expertise willingly,
even joyfully, to numerous graduate
students and junior professors on a reg-
ular basis and presently serves on sev-
eral M.Sc. and Ph.D. thesis research
committees. Students of sedimentology
and stratigraphy eagerly seek his advice
and involvement in biostratigraphy zo-
nations while ascertaining the sequence
stratigraphic framework of their study
area. He still publishes and it is my
honor to be a co-author on his latest
two papers. I value our collaborations
and look forward to seeing him come
into my office with a smile, a reprint,
and some profound thought. The only
trouble is that he assumes I know as
much as he does; the truth is he has
forgotten more than I have ever known.
He has a remarkable memory and I
love it when he pulls one of his strati-
graphic gems out and dumbfounds one
of my graduate students.

The stature of his past work was
recognized by his election to the Royal
Society of Canada in 1960, his election
as an Honorary Member of the Cana-
dian Society of Petroleum Geologists in
1979, the Centennial Award of the As-
sociation of Professional Engineers, Ge-
ologists and Geophysicists of Alberta in
1980, the Logan Medal of the Geologi-
cal Association of Canada (that Associ-
ation’s highest distinction) in 1982, a
Rutherford Award for Excellence in
Undergraduate Teaching by the Univer-
sity of Alberta in 1982, election as a
Distinguished Fellow of the Geological
Association of Canada in 1995, and the
Douglas Medal of the Canadian Associ-
ation of Petroleum Geologists in 1995.
Also in 1996 he was awarded one of
the highest honors given in Canada
when he was introduced as an Officer
of the Order of Canada. Charlie has
also been blessed with the love and
support of his wife of 56 years Frances
and his four sons (David, Brian, Leland,
and John). He is a loving husband and
father who is very proud of his family.

Over 60 years have passed since
Percival Warren sold the young Charlie
Stelck on geology and the flame has not
diminished. He continues to pass this
legacy on to generations of students.
Perhaps more importantly he has done
it with enthusiasm, generosity, compas-
sion, and high principles.

Citation—To Charles R. Stelck in
recognition of your dedication and pas-
sion for the teaching of geology; you
personify the true meaning of what it is
to be a professor.

S. George Pemberton

Response
I am honored to receive the AAPG

Distinguished Educator Award for
2001 and wish to thank George Pem-
berton for his complimentary biogra-
phy, not forgetting Bob Sullivan and
other Calgary alumni that took time to
put my name forward. I am doubly in-
debted to the Executive and Awards
Committee for considering me. I have
been a member of the Canadian Soci-
ety of Petroleum Geologists but was
never a member of the AAPG. When I
joined the staff at the University of Al-
berta some 50 years ago, there were
only courses in economic geology with
a slight nod toward petroleum. We had
no departmental library funds in those
days so each of us subscribed to a dif-
ferent set of journals to widen our ref-
erences. My lot did not include the
AAPG Bulletin, but I read the bor-
rowed copies.

I was fortunate to have my under-
graduate lectures from P. S. Warren,
R. L. Rutherford, and J. A. Allan, who
used natural rock and fossil specimens
wherever possible. This practice I con-
tinued. The fossil lab became a lunch-
room and evening room, with fossil
trays standard decor. Conversational
taxonomy whets the appetite but
makes the fossils live. When R. C.
Moore was visiting the Canol Project
(the Truman Commission) where there
were many Alberta students, he finally
remarked, “Alberta students know
more fossils than any from Kansas.”

My first field season was spent on
the upper Peace River with F. H. Mc-

Learn, the Triassic expert from the
Geological Survey of Canada. He led
me into the whole world of biostratig-
raphy. This was followed two years
later by sitting the Bonanza well, in the
Pouce Coupe region of Alberta, the
first hole to penetrate the Triassic under
the Alberta Plains . . . biostratigraphy
became real.

I was fortunate enough to join the
Canol Project in 1942, firstly under
Sydney Paige and later under Ted Link,
when the Americans were to build a
road north and an east-west pipeline
across the Mackenzie Mountains to
meet the Japanese threat to Alaska.
Here I met Desmond Boggs, who main-
tained that the Norman Wells field was
tropical reefal (before continental drift
obviously) as against the anticlinal the-
ories of others. At this time I helped
John Parker (your former Association
president) unload some barges, but a
dog team was my first assignment, to
go into the Franklin Mountains and see
if the outcrops could confirm this reefal
nonsense. The outcrops did that and
later became for Imperial Oil the basis
of successful exploration for the “Le-
duc” reefs in Alberta, as most of the
Canadian Canol alumni were absorbed
into the Imperial exploration group in
western Canada.

I had mapped in the Mackenzie
Mountains in north Yukon but had also
acted as paleontologist to the Canol
Project and later on as paleontologist to
the Imperial Oil field parties. After Le-
duc was discovered, the Geological
Survey of Canada had to discontinue
identifying, other than their own col-
lections, so Warren and myself took on
a large part of the chore for the oil
companies. Fifty thousand fossils a year
for a decade is an education in itself.

While mapping the Foothills, the
lack of megafossils was a continuing
frustration, so I went to Stanford with
field assemblages to check the potential
of arenaceous foraminifera as a bio-
stratigraphic tool. They seemed to
work in my thesis. Siemon Müller was
there and A. I. Levorsen. One talked
international correlation and the other
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was talking stratigraphic pinch-outs. I
wrote up Fort St. John as an exercise
for Levorsen and several years later
watched the first large well in north-
eastern British Columbia blow in, on
the basis of our mapping, with Alberta
students my assistants.

We didn’t have money for research
in those days so we would take a con-
tract with an oil company and the stu-
dent assistants would be able to get
their winter fees and theses support
from these endeavors. The first master’s
students were all veterans. We had a
luncheon on their 50th anniversary of
their degree, last fall. All were still
around and nostalgia became real. As
veterans they had used their second
chance, as they called it, to become
successful in their civilian careers. My
boys had done well. Not many contin-
ued on in the micropaleontology field.
Oil fields looked better.

In teaching, a textbook was only
backup. Lectures were oriented from
an Alberta viewpoint, rather than from
a European or Appalachian viewpoint.
The class fossils were western Cana-
dian. The stratigraphic lectures were
modified by the active drilling reports
as the oil companies found new fields.
Updating was a chore but the industry
swept us along. From the second year
on the students were treated as part of
the profession and were welcomed into
the geological brotherhood, and imme-
diately entered the profession and
found their own discoveries.

My parents had been teachers. P. S.
Warren sold me on geology. Being a
professor let me teach. After 65 years
of association with geologists, academ-
ics, students, and frontier friendships,
my plate has been full and running
over. My wife, Frances, has been with
me throughout the years and tolerant
of my love of reefs and basic volcanics.
Sabbaticals finally let me see my first
live reefs and oceanic volcanoes, and in
places like Hawaii it became easy for
my family to understand.

Thank you again for the award, I ac-
cept it also for all my past students,
who became my colleagues and friends.

Charles R. Stelck

JOSEPH C. “JAY” GALLAGHER
Special Award

Joseph C. “Jay” Gallagher attended
the University of New Mexico from
1967 to 1971, graduating cum laude
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
English-American studies. He went on
to receive a Master of Arts degree (sec-
ond honors) in Anglo-Irish studies at
the National University of Ireland in
Dublin in 1972.

After graduation, Jay worked as as-
sociate editor of the Great Western
Publishing Co. in Temecula, California,
editing and publishing Angel Fire Life
and Baca Grande Life, the newspapers
of land developer Arizona Land and
Cattle Co. He subsequently returned to
his home in the Moreno Valley of New
Mexico in 1973 to write The Legend of
Angel Fire. He also worked to start two
newspapers, the Moreno Valley Lantern
and the Red River Prospector, during this
time. In June 1975 Jay merged these
two newspapers into the Sangre de
Cristo Chronicle, which is still pub-
lished today.

In 1979, Jay moved to Houston,
Texas to begin his long association with
the oil industry. His first job was assis-
tant editor of the “Ocean Oil Weekly
Report,” where he developed an exper-
tise in the rapidly expanding mobile rig
market that led to the creation and
operation of several rig-related data-

bases and information services. During
this period he worked as a contributing
editor for both Offshore Magazine and
Oil & Gas Journal, while also focusing
on international exploration and pro-
duction activities for the “Ocean Oil
Weekly Report” and was editor of the
“Electronic Rig Stats/Worldwide Off-
shore Rigfinder.”

Jay joined the Houston office of
Geneva-based Petroconsultants S.A. in
1984 to establish, edit, and market the
“International Oil Letter,” a weekly
newsletter devoted to international oil
and gas exploration and production ac-
tivities. During the severe downturn in
the energy sector in the mid-1980s, Jay
nevertheless successfully expanded the
newsletter’s circulation base to include
virtually all oil companies active or seri-
ously contemplating international ex-
ploration and production. That he was
able to do so might have surprised
some, given the circumstances, but not
those who have had the pleasure of
working with him on a daily basis.
Week after week, year after year, nary
an IOL deadline has been missed, and
so legendary is Jay’s focus on deadline
day that not even the chairman of Pe-
troconsultants, the late Harry Wassall,
dared to come near Jay’s office and be a
distraction. Jay continued to head up
the “International Oil Letter” through-
out his career with Petroconsultants
(and subsequently the IHS Energy
Group, which acquired Petroconsul-
tants in 1998) until early retirement in
late 2000 due to illness. But his influ-
ence has always extended well beyond
the pages of the “International Oil Let-
ter.” Jay’s unflagging drive and enthusi-
asm, keen intellect, dedication to his
craft, and professional integrity set a
standard of excellence that has never
failed to inspire and animate the work
of all of his colleagues.

In the middle 1990s, senior Petro-
consultants’ officials in Geneva assigned
Jay additional responsibilities as man-
ager of Information Gathering Services
and Scouting for the western hemi-
sphere, including North America,
beyond traditional producing areas. Jay
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also took several other professional
activities while at Petroconsultants and
the IHS Energy Group. In particular,
he was instrumental is establishing the
Latin America Scout Group–Houston,
which meets monthly at oil centers
along the U.S. Gulf Coast, and served
as moderator of that group until his re-
cent retirement. Long involved in com-
munity service through numerous and
sustained volunteer efforts, Jay became
actively involved with AAPG in 1995
when he worked to recruit country par-
ticipation in the International Pavilion.
He subsequently took over as chairman
of the AAPG International Pavilion in
San Diego in 1996. Jay assisted Bill
Dixon, chairman of the 1997 Dallas
meeting, and additionally served that
same year as co-chairman of AAPG’s
first-ever International Pavilion in Vi-
enna. He assumed chairmanship again
in 1998 at Salt Lake City and Rio de
Janeiro, in 1999 at San Antonio, and in
2000 at New Orleans. He had also
been appointed International Pavilion
chairman of Bali 2000 but was unable
to fulfill those responsibilities due to
health reasons.

Those who worked with Jay on the
International Pavilion speak highly of
his efforts, citing that it was an absolute
pleasure to work with him. Jay devoted
an enormous amount of personal time
and energy and an abundant amount of
knowledge to make the International
Pavilion the huge success it now enjoys.
His efforts, along with those who
worked with him, were instrumental in
raising nearly $1 million of corporate
funds to cover the expenses of non-
profit international groups that partici-
pated in the annual exhibitions. His
tireless service and superb organization
skills enabled the AAPG to bring more
than 40 countries and ministries to-
gether in the International Pavilion, all
the while dealing with many interna-
tional guests, missed planes, lost visas,
misplaced maps, and a host of other
problems. He has also proved to be a
valuable resource, particularly to the
editorial staff of the AAPG Explorer in
pointing out and explaining trends to

the petroleum industry worldwide, and
to AAPG’s division heads in search of
relevant data for specific organizational
projects.

Citation—To Joseph C. “Jay” Gal-
lagher for his outstanding contributions
to his chosen field of petroleum jour-
nalism and his dedication to AAPG.

Note: On November 26, 2000, not too long after
this biography was written, Jay succumbed to a
long battle with cancer. As a long-time colleague,
I know that he will be sorely missed, not just for
his intelligence and contributions to the inter-
national oil and gas industry, but also for his
genuine friendship and support. I, for one, can-
not imagine being unable to walk down the hall
and ask him a question—he invariably knew the
answer and on the few occasions he did not, he
could point me to someone else I could ask.

Sherri Cooley

Response
I was truly surprised to receive the

award for my involvement in building
the international aspects of AAPG. My
work to increase foreign membership,
to expose AAPG to the student com-
munity, and to work with the interna-
tional division in whatever way possible
to ensure successful conferences, work-
shops, and seminars at international
venues was very important to me.
AAPG stood behind me the whole
time.

My work with the organization be-
gan concurrently with the collapse of
the Soviet Union and the fall of the
Iron Curtain—one of the most exciting
times to be involved in the oil and gas
industry. Suddenly the world stage in-
cluded more countries and govern-
ments, many of which had relatively
unexplored sedimentary basins with
potentially some of the most significant
finds outside the Middle East. Exam-
ples that come to mind are Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Russia itself, Romania, Po-
land, and also to some extent Hungary.

Through one of the annual confer-
ences of the AAPG at The Hague my
company and others of similar interests
chose to hold an informal social gather-
ing with representatives of the state oil

companies, oil and energy ministries,
and their equivalents for what proved
to be an ongoing series of discussions
on the status of the industry in various
regions and to promote ongoing growth
and cooperation.

Susan Morrice deserves special note
for the success of our work. As first
chair of the new committee, she se-
cured a significant amount of exhibit
space on the main floor to bring in
ministers and representatives to pro-
mote and highlight investment and ex-
ploration opportunities in their
countries.

I don’t recall what the original target
was, but now we have 40 or 50 coun-
tries exhibiting, including many of the
major producing countries: Algeria,
Nigeria, Venezuela, Indonesia, Egypt,
Brazil, Angola, the United Kingdom,
Poland, Romania, the Ukraine,
Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, China,
Thailand, Malaysia, Australia, and
New Zealand.

We also encourage lesser explored
countries to participate in AAPG con-
ferences, making every effort to secure
financial assistance for them when ex-
hibiting what would otherwise be pro-
hibitive. Funding support is derived
solely from oil and gas companies ac-
tively engaged in exploration outside
North America.

I have been chairman of this com-
mittee for five years and a member for
an additional two. It was a natural in-
volvement for me since one of the ma-
jor aspects of my job at Petroconsul-
tants (now IHS Energy) involved
keeping up with countries that were
actively promoting exploration. I also
tracked companies actively considering
specific geologic plays and the countries
in which those opportunities were
known or thought to exist. My work
had given me at least a passing familiar-
ity with foreign representatives. The
combination of my name, the name of
my country, and the reputation of the
AAPG came to say to these foreign
powers that this is an activity worth
pursuing. The same holds true with oil
and gas companies. Our project carries
the weight of recognition when budget
time comes around.
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I’m delighted to say that both oil
countries and exploration firms find
this a win-win situation. The ministers
seem convinced that AAPG confer-
ences are one of the best ways for them
to reach a large number of investors.
For companies looking to go interna-
tional, it gives them one-stop shopping
to get a good idea of what’s going on at
minimal costs. It’s much more cost-
effective than sending geologists to 10
or 20 countries.

After our last exposition in New Or-
leans, a number of countries expressed
how pleased they were with the results.
In particular, Malaysia, whose offshore
gas makes up a large part of the GNP,
commented that they had stayed away
much too long.

There’s another aspect to the work I
was privileged enough to do with the
AAPG, that is, it gives the United
States industry and its primary geologic
organization an opportunity to blow
our own horn, proving that we’re not
just the Ugly Americans on foreign soil
to strip a country’s resources.

These AAPG conferences also high-
light the environmental awareness and
scenic beauty of our country. We don’t
emphasize just the oil industry. Just
look at the oil centers in which we’ve
convened: New Orleans, Dallas, Salt
Lake City, and Denver. We use these
conferences to introduce our interna-
tional friends to the cultural diversity
of the United States.

There are a few people, in particu-
lar, I’d like to thank for their help and
for making my work possible. Thanks
to the convention committee in gen-
eral, both past and present. Thanks also
to each of the regional committees for
each year’s conference. Also, I give a
very special thanks to Bruce Lemmon
for his leadership and direction during
my first years of involvement with
AAPG.

I came to the oil industry after hav-
ing been founding editor and publisher
of the Sangre de Cristo Chronicle in
New Mexico, a weekly newspaper of
record for a two-county area in the
mountains of northern New Mexico. I
started working at PennWell Publishing

in 1979, recognizing an opportunity to
combine a writing job with a technical
angle. At the time, I was enthusiastic
about learning a new industry.

Over the years, what kept me in the
field? Well, during the downturn it was
largely luck! But more, I thoroughly en-
joyed the challenge of my work, appre-
ciated the high degree of professional-
ism among a number of my colleagues,
and delighted in the opportunity to be
involved in the international arena of a
growing industry.

In closing, I’d like to say that this is
a special, but odd, award to receive,
and I’m just the odd duck to know how
lucky I am to be singled out.

Jay Gallagher

KENNETH DALE OWEN
Special Award

Kenneth Dale Owen followed in the
footsteps of his forebears, studying ge-
ology and using his knowledge to pio-
neer new techniques for oil exploration
in Texas. The great-great-grandson of
Robert Owen, who established an in-
tellectual and utopian community in
New Harmony in 1825, Kenneth
Owen spent his youth in New Har-
mony, but later moved to Memphis,
Tennessee, where he graduated from
high school and excelled in both aca-
demic and athletic pursuits.

Owen earned an A.B. degree at Cor-
nell University in 1926 and worked as a
field geologist in Texas during the
1920s, when the oil industry was be-
ginning to use scientific tools in explo-
ration. He worked for Humble Oil and
a subsidiary of Standard Oil Company
of Indiana before working with inde-
pendent oil producers. In the late
1920s and 1930s, he had the opportu-
nity to acquire oil leases of his own and
to build his own business as a consult-
ing geologist. By combining his exper-
tise with that of two geophysicists, he
was able to discover a highly produc-
tive oil field that became the financial
basis for his formation of two successful
companies, Gulfshore Oil Company
and Trans-Tex Production Company.
Owen still maintains his business office
in Houston, the city where he first
opened an office as a consulting
geologist.

Owen’s entrepreneurial success al-
lowed him to pursue other lifetime in-
terests. He retained his family property
in Indiana in addition to his home in
Houston. Owen acquired Indian
Mound Farm along the Wabash River
south of New Harmony and began to
raise beef cattle. His herd of purebred
Herefords was internationally known
and won many International Livestock
Show honors. He exported cattle to
Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Spain,
and Hungary. When his herd was dis-
persed in 1981, the auction drew bid-
ders from around the world. For many
years, he was also involved in the har-
ness racing business, and owned farms
in both Kentucky and Pennsylvania,
where he raised standard-bred horses
that won many of the country’s most
prestigious races.

Owen has taken an active interest in
restoring property originally owned by
his family in New Harmony. The house
in which he was born and the only
property that has been in continuous
ownership by his family since 1825, the
David Dale Owen Fourth Laboratory,
is his present New Harmony home. It
is located in the Rapp-Maclure-Owen
block, where he has restored the
Rapp-Maclure-Owen mansion, donated
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the Neef-Lesueur home to the
University of Southern Indiana for
restoration, and established the
Rapp Granary–Owen Foundation,
which made the restoration of the
Rapp Granary possible. The Granary
was headquarters for pioneer geologic
investigations during the Owen com-
munity endeavors from 1826 to 1860.
He has been a member of the New
Harmony Memorial Commission, serv-
ing as its vice chair. In addition, he is
one of the seven founding members of
the New Lanark Association, Ltd. in
Scotland, an organization restoring the
original Owen industrial properties that
Robert Owen left when he came to
America and New Harmony in 1825.

Owen is a member of the AAPG,
the American Petroleum Institute, and
the Houston Geological Society; a Le-
gion of Honor member of the Society
of Petroleum Engineers of the Ameri-
can Institute of Mining Engineers; and
an emeritus member of the Cornell
University Council. He holds an honor-
ary Doctor of Science degree from the
University of Southern Indiana. Owen
is a director of the Hambletonian Soci-
ety Board, a member of the Equine Ad-
visory Council of the New York State
College of Veterinary Medicine, and a
member of the Trotting Horse Hall of
Fame Museum. He was inducted into
the United States Harness Writers Hall
of Fame and received the American
Hereford Association Honor Gallery
Award.

The descendents of Kenneth Dale
Owen and his wife, the former Jane
Blaffer of Houston, include three
daughters, Jane Dale, Anne Dale, and
the late Caroline Campbell; four grand-
children; and one great-grandchild. The
Owens have retained an active interest
in the life and heritage of New
Harmony.

Citation—To Kenneth Dale Owen
for distinguished achievements as a ge-
ologist, oil producer, internationally re-
nowned purebred Hereford cattleman,
standard-bred horseman, and preserva-
tionist of historic buildings.

Sherrianne Standley

DAVID L. RICE
Special Award

University of Southern Indiana Pres-
ident Emeritus David L. Rice was ap-
pointed in 1967 as the first administra-
tive head of the newly established
campus. Under his leadership the Uni-
versity evolved into a comprehensive
state university regarded for its excel-
lent educational programs and its inno-
vative projects responsive to regional
and state needs. When he retired in
1994, more than 7500 students were
enrolled in the University located on a
1400-acre campus with a $42 million
physical plant. The University manages
tourism and preservation efforts in
nearby New Harmony, Indiana, where
the University enjoys a mutually bene-
ficial relationship with this community
rich in intellectual and cultural
heritage.

Committed to community develop-
ment, Rice encouraged University fac-
ulty members to nurture the resources
of historic southern Indiana and to par-
ticipate in community and regional de-
velopments such as leadership pro-
grams, public radio and television,
youth and community development,
cultural and quality of life activities.
Under Rice’s leadership, the University
sought to unite southern Indiana’s nat-
ural and historic sites through the His-
toric Southern Indiana Program and

undertook production of summer musi-
cals at Lincoln Amphitheater and pro-
fessional theater at New Harmony.

After his retirement from the Uni-
versity presidency, Rice moved to New
Harmony, where he and his wife Betty
restored a historic Harmonist home. He
made his office in another Harmonist
structure—the Neef-Lesueur home—
located in the historic Rapp-Owen-
Maclure block and donated by Kenneth
Dale Owen, great-great-grandson of
Robert Owen, who founded a utopian
community there in 1825.

Rice volunteered to coordinate the
restoration of the 1818 Rappite Gra-
nary, which had been headquarters for
pioneer geologic investigations during
the Owen community endeavors from
1826 to 1860. Many volunteers also
served as advisors for the Granary pro-
ject. The state geologists from Ken-
tucky, Indiana, and Illinois—Donald
Haney, Norman Hester, and William
Shilts—served as advisors and called
upon leadership from the Association
of American State Geologists (which
has scheduled its 2002 national meet-
ing in the Granary) to support the res-
toration. Chris Nix, a retired contrac-
tor, joined them as construction
coordinator.

The restoration of the Rapp Granary
(1997–1999), the Neef-Lesueur home
(1993–1994), and the nearby Rapp-
Maclure-Owen mansion (1991–1993)
fulfilled a lifelong ambition of Kenneth
Dale Owen to restore all the structures
in the Rapp-Maclure-Owen block,
listed in the National Historic Registry.
Kenneth Dale Owen was born in the
David Dale Owen Fourth Laboratory,
also located in the block, and has main-
tained it as his residence. This is the
only property in New Harmony among
those originally purchased by Robert
Owen in 1825 that has been under
continuous ownership by a member of
the Owen family.

University of Chicago geologist Mar-
kes E. Johnson notes that from 1825 to
1860, New Harmony was one of the
nation’s two most successful training
centers for students in field geology.
William Maclure, known as the father
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of American geology and Robert
Owen’s partner in the utopian experi-
ment, used the Granary as a museum
and laboratory. David Dale Owen,
Robert Owen’s son, later used the Gra-
nary for his third geologic laboratory.
He eventually conducted state, federal,
and independent surveys in 12 states in
beginning days of geologic surveys. Da-
vid Dale Owen made New Harmony a
significant center of education for other
field geologists. He was named state ge-
ologist in Indiana in 1837, Kentucky in
1854, and Arkansas in 1857.

Another Owen son, Richard, took
part in many of his brother’s surveys
and later became the first president of
Purdue University.

Kenneth Dale Owen established the
Rapp Granary–Owen Foundation to re-
store and operate the Granary. The ex-
terior of the building reflects the 1818
Granary with David Dale Owen’s 1840
adaptations of large windows on the
second and third levels to flood his lab-
oratories, lecture hall, and specimen
collections with light. The second floor
of the Granary is intended to preserve
the pioneering geologic investigations,
the legacy of William Maclure, David
Dale Owen, and their protégés.

During its use as the third geologic
laboratory of David Dale Owen, some
85,000 scientific artifacts were dis-
played behind glass doors in cabinets in
the Granary. After David Dale Owen’s
death (1860), Richard Owen moved
the collections to Indiana University
and the Smithsonian Institution. Many
of the Indiana University specimens
were lost in an 1883 fire. A few remain
at Indiana University, and it is believed
that some may be in the collection of
the Smithsonian, which Owen family
members had a role in founding.

Rice has given leadership to numer-
ous organizations. He is past president
of the Evansville Housing Authority
and Leadership Evansville, and served
on the Board of Evansville Museum of
Arts and Science. He presently serves
on the Board of The Villages, Inc., Indi-
ana Public Broadcasting, USI Founda-
tion, USI–New Harmony Foundation,
Indiana Rural Development Council,

and Southern Indiana Higher Educa-
tion, Inc. He was general chairman for
United Way of Southwestern Indiana,
past president of Indiana Public Broad-
casting Society, Indiana Conference for
Higher Education, and State Advisory
Committee for Social Services of the
Board of WNIN Public Television. Rice
is a member of Rotary International
and serves as chairperson for the
Southern Indiana Rural Development
Project, and treasurer, trustee, and vol-
unteer coordinator for the Rapp Gra-
nary–Owen Foundation.

Rice is a veteran of the Korean con-
flict. He was the recipient of the Salva-
tion Army’s Service to Others Award,
the Civitan Citizen of the Year Award,
the ABWA Boss of the Year Award, the
National Association of Community
Leadership Conference Leadership
Alumni Award, the Daughters of the
American Revolution Medal of Honor
for community service, the Rotary
Civic Award, and the Boy Scouts Dis-
tinguished Citizen of the Year Award.
He has received the Sagamore of the
Wabash (Indiana), Honorary Mountain-
eer (West Virginia), and Kentucky
Colonel by the respective governors of
those states. He is listed in Men of
Achievement, National Registry of Educa-
tion Researchers, Leaders in Education,
Contemporary Notables, Dictionary of
International Biography, and Who’s Who
in the Midwest.

The University of Southern Indiana
Library was named in his honor and
the Rice Plaza was created on campus
in recognition of his and his wife’s ex-
emplary service. He was honored by In-
diana’s Vocational Technical Commu-
nity College with the Distinguished
Service Award, and with honorary doc-
torate degree conferrals by the Univer-
sity of Evansville and the University of
Southern Indiana.

Rice was on the Ball State Univer-
sity (BSU) faculty and served as direc-
tor of research. While on leave from
BSU, he served as vice president with
the Cooperative Education Research
Laboratory and as research coordinator
in the Bureau of Research in the U.S.
Office of Education, Washington, D.C.

Rice earned his baccalaureate degree
(1951), M.S. degree (1956), and Ph.D
(1958) at Purdue University. A native
of New Market, Indiana, Rice and his
wife Betty have two children, Denise
Dawson of York, Pennsylvania, and Mi-
chael Rice of Indianapolis, Indiana, and
six grandchildren.

Citation—To David L. Rice, for con-
tributions toward preserving, restoring,
and furthering the 1826–1860 pioneer
geological investigations of William
Maclure, David Dale Owen, and their
protégés in New Harmony.

Sherrianne M. Standley

Response
I am honored by the nomination

and selection to receive the 2001
AAPG Special Award for helping pre-
serve, restore, and further the 1826–
1860 pioneering geological investiga-
tions of William Maclure, David Dale
Owen, and their protégés.

In his writings about astronauts,
Tom Wolfe points out that our devel-
opment is a seemingly infinite series of
tests of opportunities and experiences.
Many pushing and pulling forces or
vectors brought us to this moment, and
I am indebted to numerous individuals
who contributed to, and who truly
deserve to share, this honor. I am ap-
preciative to my wife Betty and our
children for their patience and under-
standing as we migrated toward New
Harmony—a historic community per-
meated with a residual ambience from
the Owen-Maclure era.

Credit is also due for the experi-
ences and lessons shared by University
colleagues, citizens, and civic leaders
committed to community develop-
ment. They toiled to enhance commu-
nity resources and to develop much
needed higher public education oppor-
tunities in a region characterized as a
“metropolitan island in a rural area.” I
give Sherrianne Standley, Judy Goen,
and Carol Grannan each a special note
of thanks for their able help as biogra-
pher and assistants throughout the
years of developing the University of
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Southern Indiana and volunteer pro-
jects in New Harmony.

Willis Stanley Blatchley, the sixth
state geologist of Indiana (1895–1910),
was the favorite uncle of Rudolph
Fordice, my father-in-law. “Uncle Wil-
lis” camped in the woods on the Ford-
ice family farm near Russellville and
did much of his writing in that setting.
He was a mentor of field sciences to
young Rudolph and shared with him
his knowledge of David Dale Owen
and New Harmony scientists. Ru-
dolph’s family wanted him to be a col-
lege professor, but he was determined
to farm after attending Indiana Univer-
sity and graduating from Purdue Uni-
versity. When I was considering enrol-
ling in a doctoral program, he was
adamant that if I didn’t do so I could
stop coming to see him. Years later as
we were moving to the fledgling Indi-
ana State University campus near Ev-
ansville, Rudolph proclaimed “I don’t
know what you can do, but you need
to do something with New Harmony.”
Shortly thereafter Edna Folz, reporter
for The Evansville Press, stepped into
my office and stated, “There is a couple
in New Harmony I’m going to take you
and Betty to meet!” That couple was
Josephine Mirabella Elliott and her
husband John. Josephine was with the
Workingmen’s Institute, established by
William Maclure, and later became
University archivist. She transcribed
and edited the correspondence between
William Maclure and Marie Fretageot,
which was published by the Indiana
Historical Society in 1994. This publi-
cation is called Partnership for
Posterity—The Correspondence of
William Maclure and Marie Duclos
Fretageot, 1820–1833. Josephine is con-
sidered the definitive historian of the
Maclure period at New Harmony. She
and Jane Thompson Johansen recently
(1999) authored Charles Alexandre
Lesueur: Premier Naturalist and Artist.
John, a farmer, taught archaeology for
the University and conducted field
studies in New Harmony. I always con-
sidered Helen Elliott, his first cousin, as
resident first lady of New Harmony
(she was born in the New Harmony

home, which we restored as our
residence).

Frank Stanonis, a geologist, joined
the faculty in 1968 and became Dean
of the School of Science and Engineer-
ing Technology. State geologist Norman
Hester (1986–1998) and Frank were
persistent forces pulling for New Har-
mony. When Kenneth Dale Owen es-
tablished the Rapp Granary–Owen
Foundation “to own, decide its use,
raise the money to restore, restore, and
operate” the David Dale Owen Third
Laboratory, it was Stanonis and Hester
who expressed the need to restore the
Granary to reflect its geologic heritage.
Don Haney, Kentucky State Geologist;
William Shilts, Illinois State Geologist;
Jane Blaffer Owen, daughter of Robert
Lee and Sarah Campbell Blaffer; James
R. Harris, geologist; Victor Gallagher
and William Mitchell, oil producers;
joined Kenneth Dale Owen, geologist,
as members of a 33-member advisory
group to work with the architects and
contractors, to raise funds, restore the
sandstone, and renovate the majestic
structure.

More than 400 individuals, compa-
nies, and organizations have donated
over $2.6 million to the project and
continue with help to amortize the
small remaining construction note.

At the October 9, 1999 dedication,
the Division of Historic Preservation
and Archaeology of the Indiana De-
partment of Natural Resources an-
nounced that the Rapp Granary–David
Dale Owen Laboratory project was the
recipient of the Outstanding Preserva-
tion Award for 1999 in Indiana. At the
October 14, 2000 Joint Convention
and Annual Meeting for AIA Indiana
and AIA Kentucky Awards Banquet,
the Rapp Granary–David Dale Owen
Laboratory project received the Year
2000 AIA Indiana Design Honor
Award in Preservation.

The stellar AAPG Special Award is
a fitting tribute to Kenneth Dale
Owen, geologist, and his wife Jane
Blaffer Owen and the team they pulled
together to join in their efforts to pre-
serve a significant part of the history of
the American frontier. I salute these

stewards of the project as well as the
craftsmen who performed the miracle
of reshaping the 1818 Rapp Granary
with the large window adaptations of
the 1840s by David Dale Owen.

Thank you for the honor. I invite
you to visit the Rapp Granary–David
Dale Owen Laboratory.

David L. Rice

RICHARD WARREN
Special Award

Richard Warren started his life in
the oil industry as so many have, via
the apprenticeship of mudlogging. Af-
ter working in the United Kingdom and
Algeria for Core Laboratories for a year,
Richard joined Gaffney Cline and Asso-
ciates as a geologist. Initially working in
the United Kingdom and overseeing
the Sibsey 1 well in Lincolnshire, he
quickly moved on to Singapore, where
he was involved in Gaffney Cline’s In-
donesian Exploration Program.

From Gaffney Cline, Richard moved
on to Ball and Collins Ltd., where he
was engaged as a staff geologist. With
Ball and Collins he set up the nucleus
of the company’s Exploration Depart-
ment. In developing this unit, he
gained experience in the seismic, pros-
pect chasing, trading, and other tech-
niques essential to the well-rounded
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explorationist. This post also afforded
him the opportunity of involvement
with the political aspects of interna-
tional exploration. Richard’s duties re-
quired him to liase with the Sudanese
government to enable Ball and Collins
to fulfil their obligations on licenses
held in that country.

Richard’s career in international ex-
ploration was further developed by his
next move—to Norcen International,
(previously Canadian Industrial Oil and
Gas). As one of a three-man explora-
tion team, he worked on international
exploration projects to evaluate
partner-operated permits. He was in-
volved in exploration in Tunisia, Oman,
the Seychelles, Australia, and Brazil.
His work on U.K. Sixth Round acreage,
particularly the Outer Moray Firth–
Peterhead Basin blocks, convinced
management of the importance of in-
volvement in the area.

A turning point in Richard’s career
came in 1979 when he joined Mon-
santo Oil Company. Starting as a senior
geologist, he became chief geologist in
1981. During his time with Monsanto,
Richard oversaw the development of
the company from a small group of ex-
plorationists to a full-fledged explora-
tion company with an active drilling
program. Probably his most significant
accomplishment as chief geologist for
Monsanto was the discovery of the
Ivanhoe and Robroy oil fields in UK
Block 15/21. He was also responsible
for taking up licenses that included
Blocks 29/1 (Bittern–1980) and 204/25
(Schiehallion–1985). His decision to
extend a competitor 3-D seismic survey
provided the data that would later re-
veal the existence and extent of the
Scott and Telford fields.

When Amerada Hess absorbed
Monsanto in 1986, Richard was trans-
ferred to Amerada, along with the
other valuable assets.

At the age of 15, Richard had been
diagnosed as suffering from neurofibro-
matosis. This condition of the spine re-
sults in a progressive constriction of the
spinal cord, leading to deterioration in
mobility. At the time, his doctor told
him that it would only be a problem if

he allowed it to be. The condition be-
gan to show its first insidious effects on
his spine when he was captaining the
cricket team at London University, but
he played on. Fifteen major spinal
operations later Richard is still heeding
his doctor’s words and resolutely re-
fuses to let the illness get the better of
him.

On becoming part of the Amerada
Hess Exploration Department, Richard
took up the position of area supervisor,
with responsibility for Amerada’s li-
censes in the North Sea and Atlantic
margins. His group encouraged the
company to take up license 20/4b,
within which the Goldeneye field was
later found. His international experi-
ence was further developed with se-
condment to Amerada’s Oslo office and
involvement in applications for licenses
in Danish waters. Time spent in surgery
and recuperation, however, prevented
him from continuing his active roll as a
hands-on prospect-finding geologist. He
overcame what must have been an in-
tensely frustrating situation by throw-
ing himself wholeheartedly into a new
roll as the Amerada Scout. He has been
performing this roll, despite the inexo-
rable progress of his illness, for more
than 13 years. In later years Richard
has become wheelchair bound and
largely lost the use of his limbs. This
has not prevented him from travelling
extensively to fulfil his role, attending
field trips and other company
functions.

Rather than retreat from his afflic-
tion, Richard has tackled it head on.
He has become somewhat of a person-
ality in the working disabled commu-
nity, being featured in press and radio
articles and becoming actively involved
with groups championing the cause of
those who are disadvantaged by their
health. He has worked particularly hard
at raising money for such causes as the
Leonard Cheshire Fund. This charitable
foundation, established by Leonard
Chesire, V.C., largely as a consequence
of his experience as an observer of the
Nagasaki atomic bomb explosion, spe-
cializes in rehabilitating disabled peo-
ple. The foundation’s beneficiaries are

encouraged to take every opportunity
afforded them to become integrated
into society as fully as possible. Aside
from his fundraising activities for this
group, Richard has championed their
cause in his media appearances. He has
also acted as a judge for their “Enabled”
awards, where people like him receive
recognition for their achievements in
overcoming the difficulties of disable-
ment and living life to the fullest.

Richard initiated a novel feature in
the 1998 London Marathon when,
with the help of relays of colleague
Amerada Hess “pushers,” his was the
first assisted wheelchair to cross the fin-
ish line in the event’s history. Since
then he has appeared in three more
London Marathons and in 1999 took
his wheelchair and cohorts to New
York, where he established another first
when he crossed the finish line in the
New York Marathon.

On Sunday, November 5, 2000,
Richard completed the New York City
Marathon, being pushed by one man
and completing the race in 3 hours 38
minutes, which is testimony to an abil-
ity to both overcome personal prob-
lems and imbue enthusiasm in his col-
leagues and his helpers. The aim this
year is to raise his cumulative fund con-
tributed to the Leonard Cheshire Fund
over the £50,000 mark—a truly re-
markable achievement by a truly re-
markable man.

Citation—To Richard Warren, in
recognition of more than 30 years’
commitment to the oil industry and
displaying fortitude in the face of per-
sonal affliction.

Christopher Floyd

Response
I now understand how an unknown

actor feels when called to the stage
having been surprisingly awarded an
Oscar for what he feels was a modest
performance, indeed something that is
expected of him as a professional. I am
very rarely caught short for words, as
humility is not my strong point, but
must admit to having been dumb-
founded when I received the call from



1314 Association Roundtable

the newly appointed AAPG president
advising me that I had been recom-
mended for a Special Award. I can now
say that this surprise has evolved to a
great pleasure in accepting on behalf of
the disabled community.

Having worked in the oil industry
for more than 30 years, I have seen tre-
mendous change in geological perspec-
tive as well as an evolution of offshore
exploration in my favored theater—the
North Sea. When I graduated with my
B.Sc. degree from Sir John Cass Col-
lege, London University, in the summer
of 1967, the opportunities for a career
in oil exploration were somewhat lim-
ited in the United Kingdom, and so I
decided to continue with an M.Sc. at
Imperial College, London. This qualifi-
cation in petroleum reservoir engineer-
ing focused my attention on geology, as
I had no wish to pursue a career as a
mathematician. The career timing was
much better, as by now the North Sea
was evolving at an unexpected pace fol-
lowing agreement by the European
countries to divide the offshore area
and legislate to attract the oil and gas
exploration industry to a new area
where success would be rewarded by
immediate access to a demanding en-
ergy market. This gave me an opportu-
nity to find out whether I really wanted
a career in the oil industry, as graduate
geologists could work as mudloggers
earning a healthy salary working two
weeks offshore followed by a one-week
break. Well-site experience has proved
invaluable as I progressed in my career
into exploration and the generation of
prospects, and retains its appeal of be-
ing at the sharp end viewing drilling
cuttings through the lens of a
microscope.

I certainly was in the right place,
and the timing was perfect for an En-
glishman to join a predominantly
American profession. Exploration in
the North Sea grew to meet demand
and drilling technology expanded to
meet the challenge of water depths that
were initially prohibitive. Although the
Southern Gas Province could be ex-
plored with jack-up rigs, the areas
north of 56� were greater than 350 feet

of water and required semi-submersible
vessels of a new generation. My career
progressed with well-site experience in
Algeria, and I was given the opportu-
nity to see yet another aspect of the in-
dustry by consulting in the Far East, in
particular Java and Sumatra, which had
seen the birth of the industry at the
turn of the century with considerable
success onshore whereas in the early
1970s the principal focus was offshore.

Oil exploration in Europe became
very exciting in the early 1970s with
the discovery of Ekofisk field in Nor-
way, and the Brent complex in the
United Kingdom. I therefore returned
to focus my career on the North Sea
and have worked as an exploration ge-
ologist for several small companies. I
have enjoyed success in expanding
them by taking ideas through to license
award, persuasion of consortium part-
ners to participate in high-risk ventures
through to the drilling of wildcat wells
that tested for oil and gas—a very satis-
fying experience.

This career has been interrupted
rather too frequently by the need for
spinal surgery, but a positive attitude
has allowed me to cope with gradual
loss of the use of arms and legs. My
employers have been persuaded to re-
tain my services despite the reduction
of physical capacity, primarily by my
need to survive but also by my ability
to persuade them that it was my intel-
lect they had hired and that my tenac-
ity was as applicable to oil exploration
as it was to post-operative recovery. I
have only been wheelchair bound since
1996, but an adjustment of both per-
sonal and professional expectations has
led to a rewarding new chapter, and
communication with charities focusing
on the disabled community. Personal
satisfaction has been through the con-
tact in London with the Leonard
Cheshire Foundation and in New York
with the Achilles Track Club; both seek
to integrate disabled people with the
professional community. Persuading my
colleagues and friends to form a team
of “pushers” to take part in the London
Marathon and so doing raise sponsor-
ship capital for charity has been a sur-

prisingly pleasurable experience, as was
participation in two New York City
Marathons. I can recommend this
mode of transport to obtain a tourist’s
view of the Big Apple.

I must conclude by thanking those
who recommended me for this award
but in particular for the tolerance of
my colleagues during what I have re-
garded to be a wonderful way to earn a
living and see the world. Exploration
really has lived up to its name, and I
am thoroughly enjoying the challenge
and geological adventure.

Richard Warren

PATTY HOLYFIELD
Public Service Award

Patty Holyfield was born in Dallas,
Texas in 1952, just ahead of a twin
brother. Destined to be a geologist, this
need to be preeminent was mostly an
asset, despite what came up in later
therapy sessions. In 1969 the National
Science Foundation hosted summer
classes to encourage talented high
school students to pursue careers in
math and science. Patty spent six weeks
at Texas A&M studying geology, and
learned the difference between archae-
ology and paleontology. Her high
school offered a geology class in the
fall, which she took for the easy “A.”
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The track coach in charge of the class
was delighted and relieved to have
someone that could pronounce schist
and gneiss. This is the earliest example
of Patty’s support efforts on behalf of
earth science teachers. She graduated
valedictorian of her class.

Although graduating first in her
class, academic scholarships were ini-
tially lacking. Patty attended Texas
Tech. The Dallas Geological Society
awarded her a newly created scholar-
ship and continued their support
through graduate school. After her
sophomore year she transferred to
Texas A&M. She received a summer in-
ternship in the “awl bidnes” in Hous-
ton. She spent the summer learning to
map salt domes and sleeping in a
mosquito-infested car during logging
runs. She graduated summa cum laude
from Texas A&M and again spent the
summer learning more of the geolo-
gist’s role in the pursuit of finding oil
and gas. As one of 10 Presidential Fel-
lows, Patty returned to study structural
geology at Texas A&M with Dave
Stearns. Her M.S. thesis was entitled
“Mesozoic Sedimentary Rock Features
Resulting from Volume Movements Re-
quired in Drape Folds at Corners of
Basement Blocks, Casper Mountain,
Wyoming,” or “It’s Not Nice to Fold
the Basement in the Rocky Mountains.”

Could a geologist find happiness
with a geophysicist? Patty, believing
that love conquers all, ignored warnings
about mixed marriages. A promising in-
terview turned sour when it was
learned that her husband worked for a
competing oil company. As was typical
in those days, Patty’s first job was as a
junior geologist where she earned less
than her male counterparts. In addi-
tion, her office was located several
floors below the Dallas Petroleum
Club, where women were restricted to
specific rooms and used certain eleva-
tors to avoid frightening the men in
other areas of the club.

Suffice to say that Patty does not
miss the good old days. Despite the
blows to her ego, Patty has always
loved the endless opportunities for ad-
venture that geology and the oil busi-

ness provided. She was the first woman
to give expert testimony before the
North Dakota Oil and Gas Commission
in the late 1970s. She has worked on
both production and exploration pro-
jects and spent many weekends on the
drill site.

Experiences that made lifelong im-
pressions came to Patty at the oddest
times during her career. She was eating
a predawn breakfast, one of two
women on a geology field trip. The an-
cient waitress shuffled around and
asked “You girls having fun?” After an
affirmative response the waitress con-
tinued “That’s what it’s all about. Get
it while you can.” Patty lives by this
conviction to this day.

In the early 1990s Patty taught sum-
mer earth science classes to elementary
children, and geology and geography
classes at a junior college. This experi-
ence enabled her to develop material
that became the wildly successful,
industry-friendly teacher workshop
called Rocks in Your Head. “Tell me, I
forget. Show me, I remember. Involve
me, I understand,” is the underlying ba-
sis for the course.

Patty’s deep respect for teachers,
sense of humor, and passion for geology
have resulted in national acclaim. More
than 1500 kindergarten through 12th
grade teachers have attended the pro-
gram since 1995. They serve 75,000
students each year. The success of
Rocks in Your Head is also due to the
generous support of the energy indus-
try. A total of 30,000 rock samples and
300,000 pages of classroom materials
have been distributed in more than 20
classes around the country. Improved
public perception of the energy indus-
try, and increased interest in geoscience
careers are legacies of Patty’s work.

Patty also uses her bully pulpit and
bald head to educate her audience
about the advantages of early cancer
detection. A monthly breast exam led
to early detection of her breast cancer
in 1998. She is currently undergoing
chemotherapy for metastatic breast
cancer.

Patty’s publications include Rocks in
Your Head; The Hunt for Fossil Fuels;

Rocks, Minerals, & You; and Petroleum
Exploration for Non-Geologists: The
Beverly Hillbillies Guide to Finding
Black Gold. She received the 1998
Public Service Award and the 2000
Outstanding Service Award from the
Dallas Geological Society, and a 1998
Teaching Award from the Division of
Environmental Geosciences. She is
AAPG Certified Petroleum Geologist
no. 5272.

Citation—To Patty Holyfield, for the
development of Rocks in Your Head, an
earth science workshop for teachers.
Presentations nationwide have posi-
tively impacted public perception of
the energy industry.

Christy Reed

H. LEIGHTON STEWARD
Public Service Award

Leighton Steward was born in Fair-
field, Texas in 1934, where as a boy he
remembers seeing the red glow of the
gas flares of the Cayuga oil field in the
eastern sky. He always thought there
should be a better way to make a living
than bagging groceries, shining shoes,
milking cows, bailing hay, delivering
newspapers, or working at the canning
factory or the Texas Highway Depart-
ment. His break came following an ac-
tive sports and scouting program in
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Fairfield where he was All-District in
track, basketball, and baseball and an
All-State high school quarterback.
Leighton was recruited by Southern
Methodist University (SMU) to play
football, which allowed him to pursue
two degrees in geology.

Following three years as an officer in
the United States Air Force, Shell Oil
offered a $635 per month enticement
to work in the oil patch, quite a change
from the $223 per month military sal-
ary or the wages of Fairfield’s briar
patch! Leighton was fortunate to rub
elbows and work with many very
bright people at Shell. One of the earli-
est and most memorable was Rufus
LeBlanc, a Sidney Powers Medal recipi-
ent. Rufus had an uncommon combina-
tion of academic and common sense
plus a legendary litany of Cajun homi-
lies that he used to describe his knowl-
edge of deltas! That knowledge of the
deltaic systems of the world rubbed off
and served Leighton well as he pursued
the deeply buried sediments of ancient
clastic depocenters.

Following assignments at the Shell
Research Lab from 1964 to 1966,
where he was a party chief on Shell’s
EUREKA continental shelf coring pro-
gram that took cores in 600 to 4000
feet of water, Leighton became Shell’s
offshore leader for lease sales in the
Gulf of Mexico, MAFLA, and Balti-
more Canyon. Although he does not
talk much about the MAFLA and Balti-
more Canyon sales, his team’s negative
reports saved Shell hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars while others lost money
on the marginal tracts then being
offered.

One career highlight occurred about
9:30 one night when Mike Forrest, the
geophysical leader for the 1970 GOM
sale, called Leighton in to look at an
armful of seismic profiles that con-
tained bright spots. After about an
hour examining the seismic lines and
well logs and comparing them with
Leighton’s logs from the South Marsh
Island 141 and the Vermilion 76 fields,
Mike’s observations and suspicions
were confirmed. “Bright spot” technol-
ogy for finding hydrocarbons was born
and, as they say, the rest is history.

The next challenge for Leighton was
at the Louisiana Land and Exploration
Company (LL&E). Following a huge
discovery at Jay field in 1970 under
Ford Graham’s leadership, LL&Es re-
serves and production began to drop
precipitously during the early 1980s.
After years of exploration effort and
property acquisition, under Leighton’s
leadership, LL&Es reserves and produc-
tion returned to historic highs. The
company’s success attracted merger in-
terest from 16 different companies and
ultimately led to a merger with Bur-
lington Resources in 1997.

LL&E with its vast wetlands hold-
ings provided Leighton with a platform
to became a national spokesman for
common sense land-use regulations
and, in particular, wetlands protection.
He was the major proponent for using
mitigation banks to achieve no net loss
of wetlands while speeding the approv-
als for legitimate development needs.
He led the effort that encouraged Con-
gress to pass legislation allowing the
leasing of oil to fill the country’s Strate-
gic Petroleum Reserve. Leighton served
as chairman of the Natural Gas Supply
Association, the U.S. Oil & Gas Associ-
ation, and the National Wetlands
Coalition.

More recently, Leighton led the Year
2000 study by the National Petroleum
Council on the nation’s future natural
gas supply, a study that pointed out the
imminent merging of the supply and
demand curves and the key steps
needed to ensure adequate long-term
gas supplies.

Leighton’s innate interests in geol-
ogy, nature, and human history on
Earth were factors in his becoming
chairman of the Institute for the Study
of Earth and Man at SMU, chairman of
the Earth Science Resource Center at
the University of South Carolina, chair-
man of the Audubon Institute in New
Orleans and advisory director of the
Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory at
Columbia University.

Interest in human history and his
observation that only rarely do doctors
study nutrition and less rarely do nutri-
tionists study medical textbooks,

caused Leighton to study the benefits
of the French-Mediterranean diet. This
study led him to ultimately become the
lead author of a book on nutrition and
health titled Sugarbusters! Cut Sugar to
Trim Fat. The book instantly became a
No. 1 New York Times best seller and
has now sold more than two million
copies, a feat Random House publish-
ing says may be the all-time record for
hardcover sales of a book on diet and
health. We could all benefit by follow-
ing the diet; I lost 10 pounds after one
month.

Citation—For H. Leighton Steward,
whose outstanding public service and
wise management have benefited our
industry, institutions, and the
environment.

Eugene A. Shinn

JOHN S. WOLD
Public Service Award

John S. Wold is honored with the
Public Service Award for his lifelong
and wide-ranging contributions to edu-
cational, political, and industry
activities.

As a longtime trustee of Union Col-
lege, Schenectady, New York, and for-
mer president of Casper College Board
of Trustees, he and his wife, Jane, have
endowed a geology chair at Union as
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well as the first fully endowed chair at
the University of Wyoming, the Wold
Centennial Chair of Energy. Their con-
cern for science in college academics
made possible the Wold Science Hall at
Casper College.

John Wold is the first professional
geologist ever to serve in the U.S. Con-
gress. As the “member from Wyoming,”
Congressman Wold served on the
House Interior Committee and was the
original sponsor in the House of Repre-
sentatives of the “National Mining and
Minerals Policy Act of 1970.”

The American Heritage Foundation
of the University of Wyoming elected
Wold in 1999 as Wyoming’s “Oil/Gas
and Mineral Man of the 20th Century,”
a singular honor for which the career
appraisals included all mineral person-
nel at every industry level.

He holds a B.A. degree from Union
College, an M.S. degree in geology
from Cornell University, and an honor-
ary LLD from the University of
Wyoming.

His oilfield career started in 1939
with Socony Vacuum’s Magnolia Petro-
leum Company in Oklahoma and
Texas. He was an early 1941 World
War II volunteer officer with the Navy
Bureau of Ordnance, later serving as
Gunnery and Executive Officer of a de-
stroyer escort in the Atlantic and Pa-
cific Theaters. In 1946, he returned to
the oilfields with Barnsdall Oil Com-
pany’s Gulf Coast operations, moving
to Wyoming as Rocky Mountain Divi-
sion geologist, and became an indepen-
dent oil and gas producer in 1950.
Wold Oil and Gas has been a signifi-
cant exploration and production opera-
tion in the Rocky Mountains for 50
years. It is now headed by sons Peter
and Jack, with continuing operations in
the Rocky Mountain states as well as
exploration activities in southeast Asia.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s,
John added joint venture coal explora-
tion and acquisition programs, on a na-
tionwide basis with Peabody and Con-
solidation Coal Companies. He is
reputed to have assembled more coal
properties than any entity in the coun-
try, introducing Exxon, Mobil, Sun,

Mapco, and other major players to the
coal resources of the Rocky Mountains

In 1973 he founded Wold Nuclear
Company and with Page T. Jenkins was
co-discoverer and developer of Wyo-
ming’s Christensen Ranch major ura-
nium ore body. He was a principal in
the development in Converse County,
Wyoming, of the Highland Uranium
Mine, which became the largest ura-
nium solution mine in the world.

Today, John heads Wold Trona
Company in Casper, Wyoming, which
is developing the sixth mine and soda
ash plant in the Green River basin. The
program involves new technologies de-
veloped by Wold Trona at Hazen Re-
search of Golden, Colorado. The pro-
cesses have the potential of
revolutionizing Green River operations,
which currently produce one-third of
the world’s soda ash. Wold family ven-
tures, with his sons, include operation
of the 30,000 acre Hole-in-the-Wall
Cattle Ranch of southern Johnson
County, Wyoming, a locale renowned
in the annals of Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid.

This spectrum of interests has given
John’s business activities an exposure
that may be unique.

John is a founder and first president
of the Wyoming Heritage Foundation, a
1200 member, nonprofit organization
dedicated to the education of Wyoming
citizens on the benefits of the free-
enterprise system.

In a parallel political career, he has
served in the Wyoming Legislature as
chairman of the House Labor Commit-
tee. He is a two-term Wyoming Repub-
lican state chairman, Republican State
Finance chairman, member of the Re-
publican National Committee, and the
executive committee of that group. He
was chairman of the Western Republi-
can State Chairmen’s Association and
Wyoming Republican candidate for the
U.S. Senate in 1964 and 1970.

He is a member of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science, the Council of the American
Geographical Society, Sigma Xi,
AAPG, Independent Petroleum Associ-
ation of America, American Petroleum

Institute, Sigma Gamma Epsilon, and
Geological Society of America, Wyo-
ming Mining Association.

In 1968, he was chosen by the Asso-
ciated Press and United Press as Wyo-
ming Man of the Year, and in 1978 was
picked as Wyoming Mineral Man of the
Year.

He is a past director of K-N Energy;
Empire State Oil Company; Midland
Energy Company; National Association
of Manufacturers; past chairman and
CEO of Nuclear Exploration & Devel-
opment Company; and director of Si-
erra Madre Foundation for Geological
Research sponsored by Cornell, Har-
vard, and Yale; as well as chairman of
the Wyoming Natural Gas Pipeline
Authority.

Citation—John Wold is honored for
his outstanding public service as the
first geologist in the U.S. Congress and
for his generous endowments for geo-
logic education.

William H. Curry III

ELIZABETH B. CAMPEN
Distinguished Service Award

“It all begins with attitude” is a say-
ing known and accepted by many but
consistently practiced by few. Betsy
Campen is one of those few.

Betsy’s tangible contributions have
enriched the Association in many ways,
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but her most important contribution is
intangible: it is the many members
Betsy has inspired to become partici-
pating members. She does so with the
infectious enthusiasm she brings to ev-
erything she does. In so doing, she is a
role model to all who work with her.
She not only brings an attitude of “this
is really important, and we have to do a
great job,” but she creates in her co-
workers the realization that “it’s going
to be a lot of fun!” When a job is done,
her attitude is simply that she was
lucky to work on that committee be-
cause good things come from AAPG
contributions. You can perhaps see why
I take such great pride and pleasure in
recognizing Elizabeth B. Campen as a
recipient of the AAPG Distinguished
Service Award.

Elizabeth B. Campen was born a
Yankee in Boston, Massachusetts, and
received her formal education in geol-
ogy at Smith College, where she was
advised “women do not get jobs in ge-
ology.” Taking this unfortunate advice
seriously, but still loving the subject,
Betsy moved to Montana straight out of
college and put her roots deeply into
the Rockies. There she wound up
spending 20 years in ranching, real es-
tate, and even nursing before returning
to the profession and beginning her
practice.

Starting her career later than most,
Betsy learned the true meaning and
value of the word “association,” and she
joined the AAPG only 20 years after
graduation. As her experience grew
from small to large company (Benson
Minerals, Montana Power, Helton Engi-
neering, Infinity Oil) to consulting
(Campen Consultants), Betsy im-
mersed herself in the professional activ-
ities of her local society, regional sec-
tion, and national AAPG.

She has served in almost every ca-
pacity a volunteer could serve for the
Montana Geological Society, including
president, 1985–1986. She has also
been president of the AAPG Rocky
Mountain Section and co-chaired the
annual Section meeting (1997). She
has led field trips, authored oral and
written papers on Rocky Mountain ge-

ology, and been a pioneer in coalbed
methane exploration in Montana. Betsy
has also been a member of the AAPG
House of Delegates for 14 years. This is
a job she takes very seriously, as shown
by her lively and healthy debates at
every annual meeting. She is also a
Councilor for the AAPG Energy Min-
erals Division and served the Associa-
tion as secretary from 1997 to 1999.
During this time she was very influen-
tial in coordinating the growth of com-
puter applications and was very suc-
cessful at getting the right people
involved in the project and in touch
with one another. In addition to her
duties as an officer, she also contributed
a paper to the work of the Global
Warming Committee and was local liai-
son to help launch the technology cen-
ter in Denver.

Betsy and husband Ted are the prin-
cipals in Campen Consulting, Inc. in
Billings, Montana, where they are rec-
ognized for their early and continuing
development of coalbed methane de-
posits. Betsy has three grown children,
twins Chris and Gordon and daughter
Wendy.

Knowing Betsy means one enjoys
her twinkling eyes, her infectious smile,
her optimistic approach and, best of all,
one is rejuvenated with the love of
geology.

Citation—To Elizabeth B. Campen,
a dedicated and enthusiastic explora-
tion geologist, in recognition of her
longstanding and diverse service to the
Association as officer, author, commit-
tee member, and example for all of us.

Dick Bishop

CHARLES A. CAUGHEY
Distinguished Service Award

Charles A. (Chuck) Caughey was
born in San Diego, California in 1946.
He was the second of six children and
raised predominantly in Houston,
where he achieved scholastic honors in
high school. His life’s fascination was
revealed to him through a summer job
exploring for minerals in 1965, thus be-
ginning his career in geology. He at-
tended the University of Texas at Aus-
tin (UT) and received a Bachelor of
Science degree (honors) in geology in
1969. Following a tour of duty with
the U.S. Army, Chuck returned to UT
and completed his master’s degree in
1973.

Moving into the business world,
Chuck quickly found his place in the
cutting edge research of the day with
Conoco in Ponca City, Oklahoma. His
work included the modeling of “bright
spots,” exploring computer mapping,
and developing early concepts of seis-
mic stratigraphy. While studying abnor-
mal subsurface pressure, Chuck pat-
ented an ingenious concept for
diverting high-pressured subsurface wa-
ter, laden with hydrocarbons, into a
shallow low-pressure formation to al-
low phase separation. The hydrocar-
bons could then be recovered from
shallow wells.
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Moving from a major oil company
to a small independent, Chuck gener-
ated productive oil and gas prospects
and advanced to division manager with
Inexco Oil Company. Through the mid
1980s he supervised successful explora-
tion in the East Texas and Permian ba-
sins as well as the onshore and offshore
Gulf Coast. A highlight of that time
period was acquisition of the com-
pany’s first 3-D seismic survey at
Southeast Humble City field, New
Mexico, in 1984. Chuck described the
success of this venture in a later AAPG
paper. Following LL&Es buy-out of
Inexco in 1986, Chuck managed the
former Inexco properties for a brief pe-
riod and consulted for an oil and gas
acquisition company. He then realized
a longstanding ambition of working
overseas, taking a job in Jakarta with
Asamera (now Gulf Indonesia Re-
sources) in 1989.

Indonesia provided a broad land-
scape for Chuck as he directed a geo-
logical staff in detailed field studies to
expand the productive life of older
fields. He organized an exploration pro-
gram with surface, subsurface, and seis-
mic data to probe seemingly inaccessi-
ble areas of mountainous rainforest in
Sumatra, upgrading large gas prospects
in reefal carbonates and adding insight
into the stratigraphy of the North Su-
matra basin. Chuck subsequently di-
rected successful exploration and devel-
opment projects in other areas and
advanced to offshore exploration man-
ager in 1999. His business success,
however, did not compromise his ef-
forts to expand new horizons for him-
self and other geoscientists. He has
written numerous papers for a broad
array of forums to report his geologic
work to others and has actively partici-
pated in AAPG and local geological so-
cieties throughout his career.

The southeast Asia geological com-
munity found Chuck to be a leader and
stimulus for advancement. He con-
vened the International Symposium on
Sequence Stratigraphy in Jakarta, Indo-
nesia in 1995, helped organize the
2000 AAPG International Conference
and Exhibition in Bali, and assisted

with numerous other technical meet-
ings and field trips. Chuck has been
very active with the Indonesian Petro-
leum Association (IPA), and he is a sig-
nificant contributor to IPA events and
publications.

Working with friends and associates,
Chuck has labored to improve AAPG
services and increase membership and
visibility throughout southeast Asia.
This effort assisted visits by distin-
guished lecturers and helped mold
ideas for the AAPG-Asia Pacific Inter-
national Region. He served as the first
treasurer for this Region and on the
AAPG International Liaison
Committee.

Chuck’s interaction with students of
geology is noteworthy. He is their con-
stant mentor and advisor. Even their
professors are known to count on
Chuck as a model for professionalism.
Throughout his career, he made time to
teach and pass on a love for geology to
students at all levels. He participates as
a Visiting Petroleum Geologist on uni-
versity campuses and has helped estab-
lish several AAPG student chapters.
His words and actions are just as mean-
ingful for the youthful mind as they are
for the accomplished professional.

Chuck Caughey the geologist has
been strengthened by his role as a hus-
band and father. His two sons now at-
tend college in the United States, and
they have benefited from a fully in-
volved father who took time to enjoy
activities together, ranging from umpir-
ing baseball to diving tropical reefs and
maintaining an ancient army jeep.
Chuck’s longstanding interest in avia-
tion brought further adventure to his
family’s life. His personal achievements
in raising a family and becoming an ac-
complished geologist and a talented pi-
lot bring a sense of meaning to his life
that serves as an inspiration for others.

Citation—To Chuck Caughey, a suc-
cessful explorationist who exemplifies
dedication to his profession, commit-
ment to innovation, and leadership in
technology transfer for fellow
geoscientists.

Edward M. Norwood

IAN DEREK COLLINS
Distinguished Service Award

Ian Collins was born in Edinburgh,
Scotland, to English parents and edu-
cated in the High Peak District of Der-
byshire, England. Both areas are redo-
lent with spectacular geological scenery,
and this early geological emersion may
have set Ian on his lifelong direction.
Exotic glacial erratics exposed in the lo-
cal streambed, combined with minerals
and fossils from nearby Roman lead
and zinc mines, provided the initial cat-
alyst for his later rock mania.

After graduating from Aberdeen in
1977 with a B.Sc. degree (hons) in ge-
ology, he spent two years as a consul-
tant well-site geologist with Explora-
tion Logging Inc. His love affair with
Asia began with an initial six-month
posting in Japan followed rapidly by
numerous and exotic well-site locations
spread all across southeast Asia and co-
ordinated out of Singapore.

In 1979 he transferred to the Hous-
ton office and soon after on to Colom-
bia. In early 1980 he and an associate,
Pete Evans, left ExLog (as it was then
known) and formed their own well-site
geological supervision company.

He then proposed over the phone to
the young lady, Esther, he’d left a year
previously in Singapore. They set up
their home in Cartagena and had an
exciting year and a half, with more
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work than the three of them could
handle. Unfortunately, personal secu-
rity became an issue after a kidnap
threat was received and it was time to
move on.

Ian and Esther then joined Union
Oil of Indonesia and moved to Balikpa-
pan, where Ian worked as a contract su-
pervisor and mentor for well-site opera-
tions as these slowly began to be
nationalized. This was an exciting time
when recognition of low-resistivity oil
pays within the deeper, early middle
Miocene prodelta fine sands doubled oil
and gas production.

Ian officially joined Union Oil Cor-
poration in October 1982. In 1985 he
was transferred to Union Oil of Thai-
land, where he was immersed into a
very hectic period of development gas-
well planning and drilling, as drilling-
time records crumbled and production
targets continued to rise.

The oil-price crash of 1986
precipitated a sudden transfer back to
Unocal’s London office and a job
computerizing the aging Heather field
database. Back in contact with acade-
mia and applied research, Ian’s fascina-
tion with petroleum generation and mi-
gration was given full reign as he
coordinated Unocal’s first multidisci-
plinary field reevaluation study on the
new Heather database. Success here led
to coordinator for a large team put to-
gether to evaluate the remaining pros-
pectivity of the northern North Sea as a
part of the United Kingdom Offshore
11th Licensing Round.

In late 1989, Ian was chosen by his
old ExLog and Unocal associate Barry
O’Donnell to accompany him to Yan-
gon and become chief geologist for Un-
ocal Myanmar’s onshore Block F opera-
tions. This was definitely the most
hectic and exciting period of his career
to date although sadly, ultimately dis-
appointing. As with the other nine in-
ternational companies, it soon became
apparent that the original wild opti-
mism that had swept the industry
when Burma (now Myanmar) opened
its doors was badly misplaced and
within 36 months all had left with their
tails between their legs. During this

time Ian developed his ability to gain
the trust and admiration of the national
geoscientists by working with them to
fully evaluate the remaining potential
of the Central Burma basin through a
joint MOGE-Unocal multidisciplinary
stratigraphic sequence study. This study
was a combination of seismic, well, and
outcrop data provided by MOGE, ana-
lyzed at Unocal’s Brea Research Labo-
ratory, but coordinated and pulled to-
gether by Ian in Yangon.

This was also the period when
MOGE made data available to Unocal
for the offshore Mottama gas field upon
which Unocal successfully bid for and
became nonoperating partners with To-
tal in the renamed giant Yadana gas
field.

After transferring to Unocal’s new
central exploration headquarters in
Sugar Land, Texas, in late 1992, Ian
was charged with pulling together a
northern Malay basin regional study in
the event that the Malaysia Thailand
overlapping claims area (JDA) might
become available to outside participa-
tion. In May 1993 Ian and Bill Mueller
(Unocal’s most senior domestic geo-
physicist newly transferred to Interna-
tional New Ventures) traveled to Hanoi
to evaluate Blocks A, B, and C offshore
southwest Vietnam close to the Thai
and Cambodian borders. Ian’s previous
Pattani Basin experience allowed him
to recognize and then champion the
evaluation to a successful conclusion.
Recent drilling has confirmed the origi-
nal analysis, and substantial gas re-
sources have been located.

In 1995 Unocal went into a phase of
rapid expansion and created a separate
Growth Division, including the open-
ing of a New Ventures representative
office in Singapore. Ian was appointed
exploration coordinator/upstream advi-
sor to the senior management located
there and thus became trailblazer and
first-pass opportunity screener. During
the next 4 years he screened more than
120 different opportunities, covering an
area from India to New Zealand and
traveling away from home as much as
260 days a year. Even with this punish-
ing schedule, the ultra-efficient Singa-

pore support from his secretary Angie
and understanding of his wife Esther al-
lowed him to become an officer of the
Southeast Asia Petroleum Exploration
Society (SEAPEX), an AAPG affiliated
society.

Rising quickly from secretary to
president in 1997, the Society under
his charge initiated bimonthly talks,
a newsletter, a Web page, a highly
successful International Exploration
Conference in 1998 with some 250
delegates (just when the oil price hit
$9/barrel), and an anecdotal commem-
orative volume of personal exploration
histories from the 1960s and 1970s to
mark the Society’s 25th anniversary.

The combination of low product
prices, high Singapore rents, and an al-
ready significantly expanded acreage
position in southeast Asia inclined Un-
ocal to close their New Ventures
Group in Singapore. Ian was relocated
to Unocal Thailand’s operational office
in Bangkok, where he quickly founded
a SEAPEX Bangkok chapter and took
on the role of AAPG House of Dele-
gates representative for southeast Asia.
In February 2001 Ian resigned from
Unocal and joined Genting Oil & Gas
based in Kuala Lumpur to manage
their upstream business development.
He is also helping to organize the
SEAPEX Kuala Lumpur bimonthly
meetings and promote both affiliated
societies in a continuing effort to pro-
mote the advancement and understand-
ing of petroleum geological sciences
across the region.

Citation—To Ian D. Collins in rec-
ognition of his continuing efforts to
promote geological and geophysical
earth science during his career in south-
east Asia. In particular, while president
of the Southeast Asia Exploration Soci-
ety, he revitalized and molded the soci-
ety into a premier professional
organization.

Richard A. Lorentz
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ROBERT L. COUNTRYMAN
Distinguished Service Award

The Distinguished Service Award is
presented to AAPG members in recog-
nition of long-term, meaningful service
to their Association. Robert L. Coun-
tryman certainly meets these criteria.
Before I summarize his many contribu-
tions, I would like to provide you with
a summary of his rather interesting geo-
logic background.

Bob began his career in geology as a
student at California State University,
Northridge. Interesting to note is that
while at Northridge, he first expressed
an interest in giving something back to
his chosen field of endeavor by becom-
ing president of the geology club. After
graduating in 1973 with a B.S. degree
in geology, Bob accepted a job with
Tenneco Oil Company and was as-
signed to Death Valley, where he and
his team successfully extended Ten-
neco’s borate reserves from 5 to 25
years. His success essentially put him
out of a job at that point.

In 1976, after the borate opportu-
nity ended, he returned to college to
work on his master’s degree at the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA), which he completed in 1977.
Following his graduation, he was given
another unique opportunity: living and
working in Antarctica to gather data
and maintain UCLA’s micro-

gravimeters. Thus, he wintered over
Amundsen/Scott Station at the South
Pole during 1978. Returning from the
South Pole to the warmer climate of
southern California, Bob accepted a po-
sition with Gulf Oil Company as a de-
velopment geologist in Bakersfield,
where he has lived ever since. In 1984,
when Chevron acquired Gulf, the new
company gave him an overseas assign-
ment, and he spent the next three years
as a stratigrapher for a joint COPI/
PDVSA Venezuela Task Force that
studied a portion of the Orinoco tar
belt. In 1979, Bob transferred back to
Chevron USA and began to work field
development/EOR projects, a job that
continued until 1998. In 1999, Bob left
Chevron to compete in the world of
consulting geologists.

Soon after returning from Antarctica
to California, Bob began to actively
participate in the local San Joaquin
Geologic Society (SJGS). He served as
editor of the SJGS Selected Papers,
Volume 7, moved on to vice president
in 1983–1984, then served as
president-elect and president from
1984 to 1986. Although he has since
enlarged his service sphere to include a
more active role in the Pacific Section
as well as at the national level, Bob re-
mains active with the SJGS today.

Bob began his service with the Pa-
cific Section of AAPG by serving as a
member or co-chair of numerous com-
mittees, conventions, and other activi-
ties. He also entered the officer ranks
and served as secretary (1990–1991),
vice president (1992–1993) and
president-elect/president (1993–1995).
Since 1995, he has chaired the section’s
Directory and Membership commit-
tees, and has served as a trustee and
secretary of the Pacific Section AAPG
Foundation since its creation in 1998.

A natural progression for Bob was to
move from active involvement in his
local society, beginning in the 1980s, to
his AAPG section, and then on to the
national arena in the 1990s. Bob has
represented the Pacific Section in the
House of Delegates (HOD) since 1991,
and has served as the SJGS delegate
chair since 1992. Bob has held several

positions within the HOD, including
the position of vice chair (1996–1997),
as well as serving on several commit-
tees. Among these are the Ad-hoc
Committee on Membership, the Reso-
lutions Committee (1999–2000), the
Credentials Committee (1995–1996),
and the HOD Nominations and Elec-
tion Committee (1993–1994).

Outside the HOD, Bob has served
on several standing and ad-hoc commit-
tees, including being a member (since
1996), vice chair (1998–2000) and
chair (2000–present) of the Member-
ship Committee. At the same time,
Bob represented the Pacific Section on
the Advisory Council from 1997 to
2000.

I first met Bob when he joined the
Advisory Council in 1997, and soon
found him to be a quiet voice of reason
on a variety of issues. This quality did
not go unobserved by the past AAPG
presidents who chair the council and
the important Nominations and Honors
and Awards committees within it, and I
soon found myself working with Bob
on several ad-hoc committees. Among
these were the investigations of several
grievance issues, as well as the more
enjoyable tasks of making recommen-
dations to improve the grievance proce-
dure and elevate the best poster awards
at section meetings to national status,
comparable to the Levorsen awards. I
have always found him to be thought-
ful, honest, and fair, and to have the
best interests of the Association as his
main agenda. I enjoyed working with
him for three years, and missed him
when he rotated off, leaving me with
another year to serve. That additional
year, however, gave me the opportunity
to endorse, without reservation, Bob’s
nomination for the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award.

For his various earlier contributions,
Bob received AAPG’s Certificate of
Merit in 1995 and again in 1999. For
his continued contributions, Bob is a
very deserving recipient of AAPG’s
Distinguished Service Award in 2001.

Citation—To Robert L. Country-
man, in recognition of productive,
long-term, concurrent service to his
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local affiliated society, Pacific Section,
and at the national level on various
committees, in the House of Delegates,
and on the Advisory Council.

Douglas G. Patchen

BEN D. HARE
Distinguished Service Award

Ben Hare is receiving the Distin-
guished Service Award for his
commitment to the profession of petro-
leum geology and for his dedicated
long-term service to the AAPG. Ben is
known in the AAPG for the value of
his advice and for his ability to com-
plete the projects he volunteers to do.
He has been serving as the chairman of
the Committee on Resource Evaluation
(CORE). In this capacity, he has sought
to build bridges with the government
agencies that help set the national pol-
icy on oil and gas. Some of the agencies
that have become involved with CORE
are the Minerals Management Service,
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and
the Energy Information Agency, among
others. Through his effective leader-
ship, AAPG has been asked to review
and endorse the assessment methodol-
ogy used by the USGS. Because of this
“behind-the-scenes” effort, by the time
the final numbers for undiscovered oil
and gas resources for various basins in

the United States and the world are re-
leased, AAPG’s input has already been
sought and provided. Ben has also
worked tirelessly to build effective rela-
tionships with the Society of Petroleum
Engineers (SPE). Last year, CORE par-
ticipated in a joint effort among the
WPC (World Petroleum Congress),
SPE, and AAPG. This effort led to the
first-ever joint publication of Petroleum
Resource Classification and Definitions.
This scheme is expected to become the
industry standard.

A tribute to Ben’s leadership is that
up to six current and past presidents of
AAPG have been known to attend the
committee meetings. Also a tribute to
his diplomacy is that he has been able
to get results by building consensus
among so many opinionated (and dis-
tinguished) members of his committee.

I met Ben Hare almost 25 years ago
when I joined Atlantic Richfield Com-
pany (ARCO) in Dallas, where he had
already been working for some time.
From the beginning, his care and con-
cern for others impressed me, and we
initiated a friendship that has only
strengthened over the years.

Ben earned his B.S. degree in geol-
ogy from Lamar University and his
M.S. degree and Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma. After working for
Amerada Hess for a couple of years, he
joined ARCO in 1973 in Los Angeles.
Initially, he worked international new
ventures throughout the world; subse-
quently he worked in the Wyoming ov-
erthrust belt, Alaska, and California. In
1981, he left ARCO to work with sev-
eral independent oil companies in-
volved in exploration in various prov-
inces in the United States.

In 1989, he rejoined ARCO Alaska
as manager of South Alaska Explora-
tion. I was manager of North Alaska
Exploration at that time. Between the
two of us, we oversaw some of the
most exciting exploration drilling pro-
jects in Alaska. Only those who have
worked in Alaska can appreciate the
challenges of managing the logistics,
government and public scrutiny, and
the high cost of operations in Alaska.
He encouraged his exploration team to

take the multiple-hypothesis approach
rather than try to find a single answer.
Ben always looked at the big picture,
and although under a lot of pressure,
always collaborated with his peers. De-
spite being extremely busy in his job,
he devoted time to professional activi-
ties. Ben served as president of the
Alaska Geological Society during this
period.

When Vastar Resources was spun off
from ARCO in 1994, he helped orga-
nize the new company and was later
named its chief geologist. Ben left Vas-
tar upon its purchase by BP Amoco and
became president of Cazador Enter-
prises, which he formed last year. His
company is actively engaged in pros-
pect generation in various United
States basins. He also consults on tech-
nical and management issues related to
resource assessment, play selection, and
portfolio management.

Ben is a Certified Petroleum Geolo-
gist. In addition to acting as the chair-
man of the Committee on Resource
Evaluation, Ben is also a member of the
AAPG Education Committee. He is
the past chairman and current director
of the Alumni Advisory Council of the
School of Geology and Geophysics at
the University of Oklahoma. In addi-
tion, he is a member of the Society of
Professional Well Log Analysts and the
Society of Independent Professional
Earth Scientists.

Ben’s dedication to his profession is
second only to his dedication to his
family. His wife Carol and son Chris
have also been part of our close circle
for many years, and we look forward to
this joyous association for years to
come. Ben and I have played golf to-
gether in 36� weather in Alaska and in
106� weather in Texas. His company is
always pleasant, no matter what.

Citation—To Ben D. Hare, in recog-
nition of his vision and judgment in
building effective bridges among
AAPG, government agencies, and sister
societies and for his exemplary com-
mittee leadership.

Naresh Kumar
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JEAN R. LEMMON
Distinguished Service Award

While Jean Lemmon is an asset to
the field of geology, her true contribu-
tion comes as a dedicated and inspired
leader of the Association. She has dem-
onstrated the ability and desire to serve
in a variety of leadership positions and
makes a valuable contribution wher-
ever she serves. She has led the Tulsa
Geological Society and Mid-Continent
Section through almost every possible
avenue and continues to elevate the
Association and those around her. She
leads through example.

Jean was born in Boulder, Colorado,
on September 4, 1955, and grew up in
Raton, New Mexico. Her early interests
were molded by the rich heritage of the
area, and she developed an early inter-
est in Indian rock art. She especially
enjoyed the fieldwork. As a young
adult, she spent much of her time map-
ping rock art sites in northeast New
Mexico. Her activities earned her the
1972 National Exploration Award
sponsored by the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, the Explorer’s Club of New York,
and Union Carbide. She was among the
first female recipients of this award.
One of the privileges of winning this
award included a summer in St. Kitts
on an archeological dig in 1974. She
was active in Explorer Scouting and
was the first female backcountry staff

member at Philmont Scout Ranch in
New Mexico.

Jean enrolled at Colorado College
anticipating pursuing a degree in an-
thropology; however, after her first field
course in geology, she was won over
and her career began. She was also ac-
tive in music during college, an avoca-
tion she continues to pursue. She
graduated from Colorado College in
1977.

Jean joined AAPG in 1981 and is a
charter member of DEG. Her profes-
sional career began as an exploration
geologist with Nortex Gas & Oil/Bel-
North/InterNorth/Enron from 1981 to
1986. She performed various geological
consulting jobs with emphasis on data
management from 1986 to 1992. She
was the director of a Tulsa-area year-
round church camp/retreat center from
1992 to 1995, and is currently quality
assurance officer for the Blue Thumb
Program of the Water Quality Division
of the Oklahoma Conservation
Commission.

Jean’s service includes a rotation of
offices in the Tulsa Geological Society
starting in 1986 and culminating with
her presidency in 1991–1992. She also
served in each office of the Mid-
Continent Section from 1987 to 1995,
including president for 1994–1995 and
general chairman of the Mid-Continent
Section meeting held in Tulsa in 1995.
She represented the Mid-Continent
Section as their councilor on the DEG
Advisory Board from 1997 to 2000.
She was a member of the AAPG House
of Delegates from 1987 to 2000, serv-
ing as group chair from 1988 to 1990
and again from 1994 to 1995; she was
on the Constitution and Bylaws Com-
mittee (1993–1995), Future of Earth
Sciences Committee (1996–1997),
Resolutions Committee (1999–2001)
and was secretary/editor (1998–1999).
She served as co-chair of the Summit
on Sections in 1997 and 2000.

In recognition of Jean’s service, she
has been awarded AAPG Certificates of
Merit (1991, 1995, and 2000), the
Mid-Continent Section Distinguished
Service Award (1999), and the DEG
Certificate of Merit (2001).

Jean balances her professional activi-
ties with her home life. Her husband,
Bruce Lemmon, spent 16 years with
AAPG in conventions and international
new venture development, recently
leaving this position. They have two
sons, 12 and 15. Jean also finds time to
enjoy her musical abilities and she is
active in church government. She en-
joys backpacking and hiking and other
scouting activities with the family.

Jean has also found time to write.
She has authored several papers on
rock art and has been cited as an au-
thority in articles concerning water
quality issues. She has also served as an
expert witness on watersheds, erosion,
and non-point source pollution for
court cases.

Jean is truly the model for future
leaders of the AAPG, and undoubtedly
will continue to serve and direct the
AAPG to new levels of excellence.

Citation—To Jean Lemmon, in rec-
ognition of her devotion to the Associa-
tion through outstanding leadership
and unceasing commitment to serve in
any position requiring a person of dedi-
cation and loyalty.

Jerry Andersen

TOM MAIRS
Distinguished Service Award

Competence and goodwill, positive
but objective, willing, fair, firm, and
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balanced; these are ingredients of Tom
Mairs’ character and intellect. AAPG
has greatly benefited from all these tal-
ents of Tom’s during recent years.

Thomas Mairs was born in Newton,
Kansas in 1937, but attended public
school in El Dorado where he gradu-
ated from high school in 1955. Grow-
ing up on the giant El Dorado oil field
contributed strongly to Tom’s career fo-
cus, so he headed south to earn a B.S.
degree (1959) and an M.S. degree
(1962) in geology from the University
of Oklahoma.

From 1962 to 1973 Tom worked for
Humble Oil and Refining Co. and
Exxon Co., USA (now ExxonMobil) as
an exploration and development geolo-
gist in east Texas and the Gulf Coast.
His geologic and managerial experience
was substantially broadened with em-
ployment as vice president of explora-
tion for Alamo Petroleum Co. in Dal-
las. In this capacity, he had direct
responsibility for all Rosario Resources
Corporation subsidiaries’ United States
petroleum exploration and develop-
ment plus evaluation/review of similar
activity in Canada, Africa, and Central
America.

In 1980, when Rosario sold to
Amax Corporation, Tom became senior
vice president of Carlson Petroleum
Co., which focused on United States
prospects. Again, a sale precipitated a
change, and in 1985 Tom became a
consulting geologist specializing in
geoeconomic evaluation of exploration
and development projects and expert
opinion work. Over the last 15 years he
has participated and consulted on nu-
merous Gulf Coast prospects, primarily
in the Cretaceous–Jurassic trend.

Tom has found time to be a very ac-
tive member of AAPG (since 1960),
DPA (no. 5603), Society of Indepen-
dent Professional Earth Scientists, Dal-
las Geophysical Society, Dallas Petro-
leum Engineers Club, and the Dallas,
East Texas, Oklahoma City, and Hous-
ton geological societies. He served as
treasurer, vice president, and president
of the Dallas Geological Society and
has been a repeated delegate from Dal-
las. He was general chairman of the

1997 AAPG national convention, the
success of which was not only benefi-
cial to the Association but organiza-
tionally and financially very helpful to
the Dallas Geological Society. Tom’s re-
cent work as chairman-elect and chair-
man of the House of Delegates was
particularly important. These positions,
coupled with membership on the Exec-
utive Committee and subsequently on
the Advisory Council, presented sub-
stantial challenges as the governance of
the Association underwent change.

As chair of the ad hoc Elected Edi-
tor Committee, Tom played an impor-
tant role in resolving the elected editor
issue, which required negotiation, com-
promise, and building support within
several AAPG entities. The culmina-
tion of these efforts (which involved
the assistance of many) was the bylaws
change that provides for two candidates
for a nonsuccessive, three-year term as
editor. Thus, all members of the Execu-
tive Committee will be subject to com-
petitive election.

Other issues in which Tom contrib-
uted substantially were resolution of in-
ternational representation, a phaseout
of the Junior member category,
strengthening of the Code of Ethics,
and establishing House of Delegates
awards. Clearly, this Distinguished Ser-
vice Award is richly deserved. The As-
sociation has endorsed what Tom’s co-
volunteers in geoprofessionals groups
have long appreciated: Tom’s long, en-
ergetic, and effective service to all of
us!

Citation—To Tom Mairs, geologist
and manager, who effectively
responded to the challenges of
change in AAPG and the petroleum
industry through negotiation and
resourcefulness.

Patrick J. F. Gratton

WOLFGANG E. SCHOLLNBERGER
Distinguished Service Award

A native of Austria, Wolfgang
Schollnberger earned a Ph.D. in geol-
ogy from the University of Vienna in
1971. He worked for Royal Dutch/
Shell in their research lab in The
Hague, Netherlands and as exploration-
ist in Spain before joining Amoco in
1979 as a senior geologist in Houston.
After operational and managerial as-
signments in Cairo, Houston, and
Chicago, he became vice president, Ex-
ploration in Amoco Production Com-
pany’s Africa and Middle East Region
in 1989. From 1990 to 1993 he served
as Amoco’s vice president for world-
wide E&P New Ventures in Houston
and subsequently as vice president for
E&P Research in Tulsa. From 1994 to
1998 he was vice president, Explora-
tion and Production Technology for
Amoco Corporation in Houston. Since
1998 Wolfgang has been technology
vice president with BP Amoco in Sun-
bury, England.

This very successful career in the oil
industry seems to leave little room for
anything else, but nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. Despite his formi-
dable executive responsibilities, Wolf-
gang never let go of geology. How did
he manage? Well, for one, by being a
good manager of his own time and sec-
ond, by being such a gifted geologist.
He has an uncanny ability to quickly
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grasp the essence of a geologic problem
and combine diverse lines of evidence.
Two other traits characterize this suc-
cessful geologist and oil finder—both
signaled early on by the recruiters of
the Austrian Army: his patience and an
almost unshakeable self confidence in
difficult situations. In geology, he im-
mediately put these talents to good use.
A term paper as a sophomore student
led to an important and publishable re-
sult that right away put him at variance
with the established dogma. In his
characteristic manner he stood by his
conviction. We still remember him
calmly concluding his oral presentation
on the subject with the statement “ . . .
and thus professor X is wrong in this
point” (professor X sitting in the first
row, mumbling “ . . . quite a brave fel-
low”). His dissertation and subsequent
papers as an assistant professor in Vi-
enna had a major impact on alpine ge-
ology because of the successful applica-
tion of modern facies models to the
palinspastic reconstruction of thrust
sheets.

Wolfgang’s early career in Amoco
was boosted by his contribution to dis-
coveries and production developments
in West Africa, Egypt, and Sharjah. He
later played a key role in Amoco’s en-
try to Azerbaijan and was known as a
relentless driver for technical innova-
tion. Of these contributions, little is
published; however, his courses on pe-
troleum exploration and basin analysis
at the Mining University Leoben, Aus-
tria, as well as thoughtful papers on
measuring exploration success and on
world energy supply, clearly show that
his geologic horizon kept growing, in
step with his ever broader outlook on
industry and society.

The human touch and the concern
for society is something Wolfgang in-
herited from his father, who for many
years was head of the Human Re-
sources Department of a major corpo-
ration, and shares with his wife Hennie.
On their vagaries around the world, the
Schollnbergers always lived by this
principle: wherever you land, build a
nest for the family. Their two daugh-
ters, as well as many of us, have en-

joyed these hospitable nests in different
continents.

His awareness of the human dimen-
sion in our activities and the broad
view on his profession made Wolfgang
particularly successful in his service to
scientific societies. He serves or served
in numerous capacities on AAPG com-
mittees, including the Research Com-
mittee, the Committee on Resource
Evaluation, and major roles in the In-
ternational Conference at Vienna in
1997 and the upcoming one at St. Pe-
tersburg (Russia). “East meets West,”
the motto of the Vienna Conference
and the unofficial leitmotif of the one
at St. Petersburg, brought out the best
in Wolfgang’s Austrian spirit. He also
scored high on the other side of the
ocean. For the past five years he has
been AAPG’s representative on the
board of the Offshore Technology Con-
ference (OTC), significantly boosting
the society’s income from the proceeds
of the conference. Since 1999 he has
been chairman of the OTC Board of
Directors. He also is currently the
chairman of the International Associa-
tion of Oil and Gas Producers, which
represents industry positions before in-
ternational bodies such as the United
Nations, World Trade Organization, In-
ternational Labor Organization, and the
European Union. Through these promi-
nent functions and through his exam-
ple as an enthusiastic geologist and a
fair and caring man, he has become a
most successful ambassador for the geo-
logic profession and an efficient media-
tor in the discussions among the geo-
logic community, industry, and society.

Citation—To Wolfgang E.
Schollnberger, outstanding geologist, oil
finder, and inspiring leader, for his suc-
cessful service to the geologic profes-
sion between drill rig and executive
suite.

Walter Gruen and
Wolfgang Schlager

MOUNTAIN PRESS
Journalism Award

In 1971, two professors of geology
from the University of Montana

stopped in the offices of Mountain
Press Publishing Company in Missoula,
Montana. The professors, David Alt
and Donald Hyndman, wanted to con-
vince the publisher, David Flaccus, that
a book explaining the geology of the
Northern Rockies would be popular
with tourists. Flaccus was skeptical, but
after several visits he agreed to edit, ty-
peset, and print 1000 copies of their
manuscript, Roadside Geology of the
Northern Rockies.

The first copies were printed in
1972 with an orange comb binding and
a $3.95 price tag. Alt claims that Flac-
cus was sure 1000 copies would be
“enough to saturate the world market
for geology books.” The book sold out
within a month and went through at
least a dozen printings before it was re-
placed in 1986 with individual books
on each of the states previously covered
in the Northern Rockies book.

Mountain Press, started in Missoula
in 1948 by David Flaccus, was origi-
nally an offset printing company—
printing ink impressions from plates
onto paper. A Quaker from Pennsylva-
nia and a Haverford graduate, Flaccus
had landed in Missoula as a conscien-
tious objector to World War II with
orders to serve in the Forest Service as
a smokejumper in lieu of active duty.
He was still printing letterheads and
stationery during the mid-1960s when
a professor approached him with an
idea for a book titled The Psychology of
Coronet and Trumpet Playing. Flaccus
agreed to share the cost and published
the book, which was moderately suc-
cessful and well reviewed. He pub-
lished a few more books over the years,
and in 1969 the printing part of the
company was sold. Mountain Press
reincorporated in January 1970 as a
book publisher with Flaccus at the
helm. With the exception of Caxton
Publishing in Idaho, Mountain Press is
believed to be the longest continually
operating publishing company in the
Northern Rockies.

Mountain Press, a regional book
publisher, specializes in natural history,
history, field guides, and western Amer-
icana. John Rimel, who assumed the
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position of publisher after David Flac-
cus passed away in 1993, said in a 1996
interview, “As a western publisher,
Mountain Press springs from a tradition
separate from that of eastern houses.
We in the West are shaped, in part, by
the vast, sparsely populated space we
live in. So it is no wonder that the
books we publish seek to interpret this
landscape, to clarify our understanding
of the natural world, to see wonder in
the commonplace, to reflect on times
past for insight and understanding not
only of those who came before, but of
the land itself, and finally, to learn new
approaches for exploring this
landscape.”

With Roadside Geology of the North-
ern Rockies, Mountain Press pioneered a
geology series of more than 24 titles
with plenty more under contract. Each
book in the Roadside Geology� series
covers the geology of an entire state,
beginning with a regional geologic over-
view followed by road guides for the
major highways in the state. Almost 30
years after their first book was pub-
lished, Dave Alt and Don Hyndman
continue to write new titles, as well as
work on revisions of some of the earlier
books in the series. In 1995, they re-
leased a topical science book, Northwest
Exposures: The Geologic Story of the
Northwest, which traverses the region
through geologic time, chronicling the
events that shaped the rocks and
landforms.

Mountain Press continues to pro-
duce a new crop of geology titles each
year. Titles released in 2001 include the
Roadside Geology of Massachusetts by
James Skehan and Glacial Lake Mis-
soula and Its Humongous Floods by Da-
vid Alt. Mountain Press also publishes
the Geology Underfoot� series, which
focuses on specific sites of geologic in-
terest in a region. Mountain Press esti-
mates it has sold more than one million
copies of geology books over the years.
Popular titles, such as the Roadside Ge-
ology of Colorado by Halka Chronic
(currently undergoing an extensive re-
vision), have been reprinted more than
16 times with close to 100,000 copies
in print.

Each book is a cooperative effort be-
tween authors, photographers, artists,
editors, and production staff at Moun-
tain Press. “Our books are packed with
information presented in a clear, usable,
and understandable style. Our goal is to
produce books that inform but also
please the eye; that inspire your intel-
lect, challenge your spirit of adventure,
or whet your curiosity about the past,”
said Rimel.

The Roadside Geology� series, as
well as most other books published by
Mountain Press, are written for the av-
erage person. Although the books are
popular with professional geologists,
most of the readers are car-window,
amateur geologists. “Alt and Hyndman
were the first ones who took highly
technical geologic information and
made it palatable and understandable
to the lay person,” Rimel said. “Most
geologists spend the majority of their
professional writing careers writing for
other geologists in a language that
pretty much requires a four-year col-
lege degree to decipher. That’s what
distinguishes these books from others:
their accessibility.”

This year marks a new chapter for
Mountain Press: John Rimel and Robin
Williams, the business manager, re-
cently purchased the company from
the other shareholders. The purchase
ensures that Mountain Press will re-
main a locally owned, independent, re-
gional publishing house. “It is an honor
to be awarded the 2001 AAPG Jour-
nalism Award. Being caught up in the
midst of purchase arrangements when I
received notification of the award, I
took it as a good omen as we continue
into the 21st century.” Rimel said.

ROBERT G. LOUCKS
Wallace E. Pratt Memorial Award

The Wallace E. Pratt Memorial
Award for the best paper published in
the 1999 AAPG Bulletin goes to Rob-
ert G. Loucks for “Paleocave Carbonate
Reservoirs: Origin, Burial-Depth Modi-
fications, Spatial Complexity, and Res-
ervoir Implications” (v. 83, no. 11, p.
1795–1834).

Loucks reports that paleocave sys-
tems are an important class of carbon-
ate reservoirs that have been poorly un-
derstood relative to other types of
carbonate reservoirs. The best approach
to gaining insight into these reservoirs
is to first investigate modern cave sys-
tems and then follow their burial evo-
lution into the deep subsurface through
studying outcrop and subsurface data.
The resulting product is a complex ar-
ray of rock fabrics, structures, and pore
types.

Bob Loucks received his B.A. degree
from the State University of New York
at Binghamton in 1967 and his Ph.D.
from the University of Texas at Austin
in 1976. Before again joining the Texas
Bureau of Economic Geology in July
2000, Bob had gained 32 years of re-
search, reservoir characterization, and
exploration experience with Texaco,
the Bureau of Economic Geology, Cit-
ies Service, and ARCO. At the ARCO
Technology Center, where he worked
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for 17 years, he was a senior research
advisor in a reservoir characterization
group. He is now a senior research sci-
entist and principal investigator con-
ducting reservoir characterization stud-
ies. In 1997 he was appointed an
Honorary Research Fellow in the
School of Geological Science at King-
ston University, Kingston upon
Thames, Surrey, United Kingdom. His
research interests include carbonate se-
quence stratigraphy, depositional sys-
tems, diagenesis, and reservoir charac-
terization. Bob has worked extensively
on carbonates in the Middle East,
North Africa, Far East, west Texas, and
Texas Gulf Coast. He has conducted
research on modern cave systems and
paleocave systems and reservoirs since
1978. RICHARD A. SCHATZINGER

Robert H. Dott, Sr., Memorial Award

JOHN F. JORDAN
Robert H. Dott, Sr., Memorial Award

The Robert H. Dott Sr. Memorial
Award for the best special publication
during 1999 is presented to Richard A.
Schatzinger and John F. Jordan, who
edited Reservoir Characterization—
Recent Advances (AAPG Memoir 71).

The editors report that the memoir
was based on the proceedings of the

Fourth International Reservoir Charac-
terization Technical Conference, held
March 2–3, 1997, in Houston, Texas.
This conference was one of a series of
Department of Energy–sponsored con-
ferences, tutorials, workshops, and
poster sessions that have become focal
points for the discussion of new ideas
in reservoir characterization ever since
the first conference was held in 1985.
This conference and its predecessors
could not have happened without the
financial and moral support of the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE)-Fossil
Energy, Oil Program.

The editors express their sincere
thanks to the National Petroleum Tech-
nology Office (NPTO) of the DOE and
particularly to Robert Lemmon (con-
ference project manager) for their con-
tinuous support. Early in the process of
organizing the conference, Bob recog-
nized that because reservoir character-
ization is such a broad and rapidly
evolving multidisciplinary effort, more
was necessary than just holding the
conference. Therefore, from the very
beginning they were concerned about
bringing these concepts to the attention
of academia and the industry in the
form of a peer-reviewed publication.

According to the editors, the process
of creating a first-rate contribution to
reservoir characterization was the long-
term effort of many people, of which
the editors were only a small part.
They express their appreciation to the
efforts of the conference co-sponsors,
including NPTO, BDM-Oklahoma Inc.,
and the AAPG. They state that they
were very lucky to have such active
and energetic conference co-chairmen
as Thomas C. Wesson and Thomas E.
Burchfield. The conference keynote
speakers included Olivier Guillon (Elf
Aquitaine Production), Mark McElroy
(Phillips Petroleum Company), Leif
Hinderaker (Norwegian Petroleum Di-
rectorate), Larry Lake (University of
Texas at Austin), Ganesh Thakur
(Chevron), and Betty Felber (DOE/
NPTO). A workshop featuring summa-
ries of several DOE Reservoir Class
projects was co-chaired by Susan Jack-
son and Michael Fowler.
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The editors also said that although
there were too many to list individu-
ally, the Conference Steering Commit-
tee was wonderful. They give their
greatest thanks to the authors and the
small army of peer reviewers who
burned a lot of midnight oil to pull the
whole thing together. Also, the AAPG
publications staff was an absolute
dream to work with.

Richard A. Schatzinger co-founded
Fowler, Schatzinger & Associates, a
geotechnical consulting company, in
December 1998. He has been associ-
ated with Seis Strat Services Inc. of
Houston, Texas, since 2000. Prior to
this, Schatzinger was employed as a
principal geologist at TRW/BDM-
Petroleum Technologies in Bartlesville,
Oklahoma. At TRW he worked on res-
ervoir characterization, sandstone, and
carbonate petrology projects. Before
BDM he worked for the IIT Research
Institute at the National Institute for
Petroleum and Energy Research (NI-
PER) site in Bartlesville as a geologist
for seven years. Prior to that he worked
for five years as a carbonate research
specialist for Phillips Petroleum. He has
been involved with field studies and
upscaling in Wyoming reservoirs for
several years, and more recently with
Cretaceous carbonate platforms in the
southern Gulf of Mexico. He holds B.S.
and M.S. degrees in geology from San
Diego State University and a Ph.D. in
geology from the University of Texas at
Austin. His primary research interests
include geological “ground-truthing” of
reservoir characterization studies, the
relationships between petrographic and
petrophysical properties, and high-
resolution stratigraphic analysis of car-
bonate depositional systems.

John F. Jordan is currently an explo-
ration and development geologist with
Equitable Production in Alexandria,
Virginia, focusing on the southern
Appalachian basin. Prior to joining
Equitable Production, he worked on
basin analysis and modeling projects
with the Reservoir Management and
Characterization Group of BDM Petro-
leum Technologies, Bartlesville, Okla-
homa. Jordan received Bachelor of

Science (1992) and Master of Science
(1997) degrees in geology from the
University of Georgia. His academic
background includes work in sequence
stratigraphy and petrology of the south-
ern Appalachians.

ANTONY D. REYNOLDS
J. C. “Cam” Sproule Memorial Award

The J. C. “Cam” Sproule Memorial
Award, presented to the AAPG mem-
ber 35 years old or younger (at the
time of submittal) who authors the
best paper published during the year by
the Association or any affiliated society,
division or section, is awarded to An-
tony Reynolds for “The Dimensions of
Paralic Sandstone Bodies,” (AAPG Bul-
letin, v. 83, pp. 211–229).

According to Reynolds, four strands
came together to produce the paper:
(1) a refocus by BP on paralic reser-
voirs—how to develop them rapidly
and efficiently; (2) the availability of
increasingly sophisticated, geocellular,
object modeling routines that called for
dimensional data as a key input; (3) the
availability of numerous in-house re-
ports and published studies document-
ing sand-body dimensional data; and
(4) the advent of sequence stratigraphy,
which provided a framework to com-
pare and dissect complex sand-body
architecture.

Antony Reynolds obtained a B.A. in
geology (hons 1st class) from Oxford
University, United Kingdom, in 1984.
In 1987 he received a D.Phil. for “Syn-
tectonic Miocene Molasse, South Pyre-
nean Foreland Basin, Spain” from Liv-
erpool University, United Kingdom. In
1988 he received a postdoctorate for
the Viking Formation, Alberta, McMas-
ter University, Canada.

Since 1989 Reynolds has been a ge-
ologist with BP in various capacities,
including focusing on well operations
(1989); as part of the Stratigraphic
Studies Group, concentrating on teach-
ing and application of sequence stratig-
raphy (1990–1992); and as part of the
Delta Top Group, applying geology to
development and production of paralic
reservoirs (1993–1994). In addition, he
was part of the Integrated Reservoir
Description team (1995–1997), as well
as being a development geologist, Mars
field, deep-water Gulf of Mexico
(1998); development geologist, Crazy
Horse, deep-water Gulf of Mexico
(2000); and reservoir geologist, Chirag
field, Azerbaijan.

WAFIK B. BEYDOUN
George C. Matson Memorial Award

The George C. Matson Memorial
Award for the best paper presented
during an AAPG oral technical session
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at the 2000 AAPG Annual Meeting in
New Orleans, Louisiana, is presented
to Wafik B. Beydoun for “Exploration
Challenges into Angolan Deep to Ultra
Deep Waters.” His co-authors were
Jean-Jacques Biteau and Philippe
Legrand.

The author reports that the paper
highlighted several years of intense and
successful exploration adventures in
Angola deep waters performed by suc-
ceeding teams. Petroleum systems key
issues and corresponding effective geo-
science techniques were presented with
numerous examples. The innovative
challenge for this presentation was to
be able to convey, within the allotted
time, a flavor of this fascinating experi-
ence with an electronic (digital) projec-
tion on one screen and a slide show on
the other.

Wafik Beydoun received his M.S.
degree (1982) and Ph.D. (1985) in ge-
ophysics from MIT (Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology). His special in-
terests are in prospect evaluation,
reservoir characterization, and monitor-
ing. His employment includes ARCO
Research and Technical Services in Dal-
las; Elf Geoscience Research Centre in
London; Elf Exploration Production in
Pau, France; and Elf Exploration An-
gola in Luanda, Angola (first as chief
geophysicist and then as Blocks 17 and
33 Exploration Team leader). He is
currently the geophysical operations
and technology manager at Total Fina
Elf, France.

JOSEPH STRACCIA
Jules Braunstein Memorial Award

BRAD PRATHER
Jules Braunstein Memorial Award

The Jules Braunstein Memorial
Award for the best AAPG poster pre-
sentation at the 2000 Annual Conven-
tion in New Orleans, Louisiana, is pre-
sented to Joseph Straccia and Brad
Prather for “Stratigraphic Traps in
Deep-Water Turbidite Reservoirs at the
Base of Depositional Slope.”

According to the authors, the toe-
of-slope turbidite project was initiated

in early 1998 in Shell’s Research Cen-
tre in Holland. The primary drive of
the study was to identify trapping pa-
rameters for large stratigraphic traps at
the base of depositional slopes in turbi-
dite reservoirs. The study was explora-
tion focused, and the aim was to iden-
tify large hydrocarbon-volume potential
in traps without major structural over-
print. The work consisted of building
an understanding of subsurface field ex-
amples and outcrop fieldwork. Outcrop
examples were crucial for identifying
possible trapping and sealing mecha-
nisms for these stratigraphic traps.

Joe Straccia holds B.S. and M.S. de-
grees in geology from Boston College
and Texas A&M, respectively. He was
hired by Shell Oil in Houston in 1980
and worked in the Rocky Mountain re-
gion until 1983. From 1984 to 1988 he
worked the Michigan basin, primarily
in the Silurian Pinnacle reef trend as
lead geologist. In 1989 he was assigned
to work special carbonate projects in
the Paradox basin and in south Florida.
At the end of 1989, he transferred to
Shell UK (Expro) London to work as a
seismic interpreter in the North Sea—
Western Platform area and on 3-D vi-
sualization. He returned to the United
States (New Orleans) in 1992 and
worked until 1995 as an exploration
geologist in the Gulf of Mexico shelf.
In 1995 Joe became the exploration
manager for the Western Shelf region
of the Gulf of Mexico for Shell Off-
shore. He returned overseas in 1998 to
work in Shell International’s research
labs in Rijswijk, where he worked in
the deep-water turbidite research team
on stratigraphic traps. In 2000 he be-
came the corporate technology man-
ager for Petroleum Development of
Oman (a Shell affiliate) in Muscat,
Oman, and is currently employed
there.

Brad Prather holds degrees in geol-
ogy from the University of Kansas and
the University of New Orleans. He was
hired by Shell in 1981 as an explora-
tion geologist. He served Shell in vari-
ous exploration roles in the U.S. Gulf
Coast, U.S. North Atlantic continental
margin, and Gulf of Mexico explora-
tion projects prior to moving to Shell’s
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head office in The Hague, Netherlands,
in 1995. He later moved to Shell’s
research facility in Rijswijk, Nether-
lands, in 1998. He currently leads
Shell’s turbidite research program in
Houston, Texas. His experience ranges
from regional exploration projects in
offshore and onshore basins of North
America, lease sale coordination, and
special studies, including turbidite rock
properties, carbonate deposition and
diagenesis, sequence stratigraphy, slope
and base-of-slope characterization, and
turbidite reservoir characterization and
production. Prather is also the recipient
of the AAPG 1993 and 1994 J. C.
“Cam” Sproule Memorial Awards.

The authors acknowledge the signifi-
cant contributions of Dave Steele and
Steve Tennant (of Shell) to these post-
ers. Dave and Steve contributed nu-
merous ideas, expertise in the field, and
subsurface examples to the final prod-
uct. The authors are most grateful for
their contributions.

RICHARD HILLIS
Ziad Beydoun Memorial Award

The Ziad Beydoun Award for the
best poster presentation at the 2000 In-
ternational Conference and Exhibition
in Bali, Indonesia, is presented to Rich-
ard Hillis for “Coupled Changes in Pore
Pressure and Stress in Oil Fields and
Sedimentary Basins.”

The author reports that the poster
summarizes the coupled nature of
changes in pore pressure and stress at
both the oil field and sedimentary basin
scale. At the oil field scale, depletion-
related pore pressure reduction leads to
a reduction in total minimum horizon-
tal stress. At the sedimentary basin
scale, minimum horizontal stress in-
creases from shallow, normally pres-
sured sequences into deeper, overpres-
sured sequences. In field development,
pore pressure/stress coupling controls
whether faulting/fracturing and seis-
micity accompanies depletion and con-
trols wellbore stability and sand pro-
duction throughout field development.
At the sedimentary basin scale, pore
pressure/stress coupling results in a
greater increase of pore pressure being
sustained prior to rock failure than
would be conventionally predicted.
Hence, for example, the common as-
sumption that hydrocarbon columns
can only exert a buoyancy pressure
equal to the difference between pore
pressure and the minimum horizontal
stress may significantly underestimate
the height of columns that can be re-
tained. The nature of pore pressure/
stress coupling also influences the mode
of failure (shear vs. tensile vs. hybrid)
that develops with overpressure.

The author thanks Aaron Cum-
mings and Scott Reynolds (NCPGG)
for their assistance in producing the
poster, Dick Swarbrick (Durham Uni-
versity) and Dave Dewhurst (CSIRO)
for their input on the concepts pre-
sented, and Hans van Eekelen for pres-
sure data from the Gannet/Guillemot
fields.

Richard Hillis holds the State of
South Australia Chair in Petroleum
Reservoir Properties/Petrophysics at the
National Centre for Petroleum Geology
and Geophysics (NCPGG), Adelaide
University. He leads a group of 12 re-
searchers at the NCPGG, working on
petroleum geomechanics, in-situ
stresses, pore pressures, and sedimen-
tary basin tectonics. The group is one
of several at the NCPGG that work
closely with the oil industry, and he has
consulted to numerous Australian and
international oil companies.

Richard graduated with a B.Sc. de-
gree (hons) from Imperial College
(1985) and a Ph.D. from the University
of Edinburgh (1989). After seven years
at Adelaide University’s Department of
Geology and Geophysics, he joined the
NCPGG in 1999. He has in excess of
50 published papers and is currently
South Australian Branch president of
the ASEG (Australian SEG) and co-
chair for the ASEG 16th Conference
and Exhibition (Adelaide, 2003). Rich-
ard is also a member of the AAPG,
American Geophysical Union, Austra-
lian Society of Exploration Geophysi-
cists, European Association of Geosci-
entists and Engineers, Geological
Society of Australia, Geological Society
of London, Petroleum Exploration So-
ciety of Australia, and Society of Ex-
ploration Geophysicists.

ALFREDO E. PRELAT
Gabriel Dengo Memorial Award

The Gabriel Dengo Award for the
best oral paper presented at the 2000
International Conference and Exhibi-
tion in Bali, Indonesia, is presented to
Alfredo E. Prelat for “Hyperspectral
Remote Sensing Project of Riau Prov-
ince, Sumatra, Indonesia.” His co-
authors are Anthoni Tang and Iwan
Gunawan.

The authors report that the paper is
based on the success in the application
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of hyperspectral remote sensing in the
Riau Province, Sumatra, using the pro-
prietary technology of Alto Technology
Resources. Alto Technology Resources
has developed this technology for air-
borne data acquisition for the explora-
tion and environmental assessment of
natural resources. The optical and radar
data acquired by the Alto Technology
hyperspectral sensor in Sumatra was
processed and interpreted to generate a
geographic information system for the
community development of the prov-
ince. Alto’s hyperspectral technology
allows us to explore and evaluate the
surface conditions of the Earth in an ef-
ficient, fast, and low-cost method. The
technology has been used successfully
in the United States, Middle East, Asia,
and South America.

Alfredo E. Prelat, president and
CEO at Alto Technology Resources, re-
ceived his master’s degree and Ph.D.
(1973, Stanford University, California)
in geology. His doctoral dissertation
was concerned with an oil exploration
decision-making system, with emphasis
on designing methods to estimate oil
discovery probabilities. While earning
his degree he was a research assistant in
computer applications in geology at the
Kansas Geological Survey. He spent
two years in Norway as a research fel-
low for the Royal Norwegian Scientific
and Industrial Research Academy,
working on remote sensing and geo-
mathematics and teaching oil explora-
tion decision making.

He spent six years at Stanford Uni-
versity as a postdoctoral student, re-
search associate, and lecturer. At the
Stanford University Remote Sensing
Laboratory he designed and applied
image-processing techniques to analyze
satellite digital data for exploration of
natural resources. He worked as a tech-
nical advisor for the United Nations in
Asia and South America from 1977 to
1982. He also worked for Bechtel and
Unocal Corporation from 1982 to
1989.

Prelat joined Texaco in December
1989 as a principal scientist and Texaco
fellow. He set up a remote sensing lab-
oratory based on a Sun workstation as a
platform with an image analysis and

geographic information system. The
system was primarily designed to define
prospecting areas for various explora-
tion groups in the company. In 1994 he
designed and implemented the devel-
opment of an airborne hyperspectral
sensor for exploration of natural re-
sources and environmental assessment.
The hyperspectral sensor known as
TEEMS was flown over several areas in
the United States, Colombia, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, and Indonesia. Currently,
he is a member of the board of direc-
tors of the Geosat Committee and a
member of the NASA/JPL LightSAR
team and the ERIM Remote Sensing
Committee. He is a former member of
the National Research Council at the
National Academy of Sciences.

JOHN MCKINNEY
Teacher of the Year Award

The Teacher of the Year Award,
given for excellence in the teaching of
natural resources in the earth sciences
(K–12), is presented to John McKinney,
an eighth-grade earth science teacher in
Castle Rock, Colorado. The AAPG
Foundation sponsors the Teacher of the
Year Award, of which the $5000 prize
is shared equally by the teacher (for
personal use) and the teacher’s school
(for support of the earth science curric-
ulum). AAPG sections and affiliated so-
cieties submit candidates for the award.

John McKinney was born in Los An-
geles. After graduating from high
school, he migrated northward to at-
tend the University of Oregon. In 1979
he moved to Colorado to live near the
mountains he loves. After working for
10 years in the construction business,
he decided to become a teacher and re-
turned to school in 1990 to get his
teaching certification and master’s de-
gree in earth sciences.

In 1992 McKinney was hired by
Douglas County Schools to teach earth
science at Castle Rock Middle School.
Over the past nine years he has enjoyed
a productive career in education. His
primary focus has been developing in-
teresting classroom activities that moti-
vate students to learn. He has written a
180-page textbook to match the curric-
ulum he teaches during the course of
the year. His work implementing aca-
demic standards in the classroom has
gained national attention.

In addition to his teaching duties,
McKinney has also worked several lead-
ership roles at the district level. He has
taught various staff development classes
and travels around the country giving
presentations on implementing aca-
demic standards into the classroom. He
is presently working on the
performance-pay design team for his
district.

Outside school, McKinney’s family
keeps him busy. He has been married
15 years and has two sons, ages 6 and
9. He lives in the foothills of the Colo-
rado Rockies in a small town of 100
people and likes to spend time moun-
taineering and camping. Two years ago
in January he achieved a life goal by
reaching the summit of Cerro Aconca-
gua, the highest point in the western
hemisphere.

In addition to his family, McKinney
also finds time to operate a small busi-
ness on the side. Four years ago he
started selling fossil reproductions,
which he makes from plaster. This
hobby turned into a business that com-
plements his work as a teacher of earth
science. He presently constructs fossil
reproductions for a local national
monument and a variety of other
customers.


